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By Mr. Guernsey of Williamstown, petition of Sherwood Guernsey

and other members of General Court relative to educational standards
for midwives. Health Care.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Nine

I An Act to provide for the educational standards for midwives.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 SECTION I. Chapter 111 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding after Section 33 the following new sections;

3

4 Section 341. For the purposes of section thirty-four Ito thirty-
-5 four M, the following terms shall have the meanings specified
6 herein:

Board shall mean the board of licensing in midwifery
8 established in section thirty-four J.

"Midwife” shall mean a person duly licensed to practice
10 midwifery under sections thirty-four Ito thirty-four M.
1 1 “Midwifery” shall mean: the performance on a continuing basis
12 of the necessary supervision, care, and advice to women during
13 pregnancy, labor, and the postpartum period; conducting
14 deliveries on one’s ownresponsibility; and caring for the newborn
15 and infant. Midwifery includes risk evaluation, preventative
1 6 measures, the detection of abnormal conditions in the mother and
17 child, the referral for additional medical assistance, and the
18 execution of emergency measures in the absence of medical help.19 Midwifery may also include the provision of counseling and

20 educational services, including but not limited to antenatal and
21 postpartum education and preparation for parenting, to
22 individuals and the public, and gynecological, and infant health23 supervision.
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24 Section 34J(a). There shall be in the department of public
health a board of licensing in midwifery consisting of seven
members appointed by the governor for terms as specified herein.
Of these members, four shall be practicing midwives who have
been licensed or are capable of being licensed pursuant to the pro-
visions of sections thirty-four 1 to thirty-four M, one shall be a
consumer of midwifery, one shall be a board certified obstetrician,
and one shall be a board certified pediatrician. Of the initial board,
three members shall serve for four year terms, two shall serve for
three year terms, and two shall serve for two year terms. As the
term of each member expires, a successor shall be appointed by
the governor to serve for a term of four years. The governor may
fill any vacancy in the board as herein provided for the unexpired
term.
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The board shall elect a chairman who shall hold such office for
a term of two years. The board shall meet annually in the month
of October, and shall hold additional meetings at such times and
places as it may determine or at the call of the chairman.
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Subject to the approval of the department of public health, the
board shall adopt, amend and rescind such rules and regulations
as it deems necessary to carry out the provisions of sections thirty-
four 1 to thirty-four M. Such regulations shall provide for, but
not be limited to: consultation requirements between physicians
and midwives; criteria for determining low risk women who may
be appropriate for delivery by a midwife; requirements for
maintenance of medical records and standards for receipt of
informed consent from patients.
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(b) The Board shall establish basic and continuing educational
requirements for midwives, establish procedures for the
examination and licensing of midwives, and issue licenses to
midwives, subject to the following provisions;

51

54
1. The board shall not require a midwife to be a licensed

physician or nurse.56
2. Each candidate shall have a certificate or diploma from one

of the following:
5

58
A. A midwifery educational program of at least two years in

length, approved by the board; or
59
60

B. A midwifery apprenticeship training program of at least two61
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years in length, which will include a course of study, approved
by the board.

3. Approved basic programs shall include instruction in, but
not limited to:

A. Care of the healthy women and family antepartum,
intrapartum, postpartum and interpartum;

B. Recognition of complications antepartum, intrapartum,
postpartum and interpartum;

C. Care of the healthy newborn and infant; recognition of
newborn and infant complications, including the emergency care
of the newborn and infant.

D. Cardiopulmonary resuscitation of adults and infants.
4. The examination requirement established by the board shall

be waived for a candiate who can demonstrate a passing grade
on a nationally administered midwifery examination recognized
by the board.

5. The board shall establish equivalency standards, effective for
a period of two years after the effective date of the basic educa-
tional requirements referred to in paragraph two A and two B,
which permit the substitution of experience for some or all of
said educational requirements by any candidate who was prac-
ticing midwifery prior to the enactment of sections thirty-four I
to thirty-four M and who has conducted at least one hundred
births as the primary attending midwife at the time of applications
and is currently practicing as a midwife. Any candidate who can
provide proof of such experience, as determined by the board,
shall be eligible to take the required examination and to be
licensed by the board. The board may require a candidate
qualifying under this provision to complete courses in anatomy,
physiology, pharmacology or other related sciences.

6. The board shall establish educational and equivalency
standards within two years of the effective date of sections thirty-
four 1 to thirty-nine M. The board shall set an examination within
one year of the establishment of the foregoing standards and at
least biennially thereafter.

(c) No person who is licensed, certified, registered or otherwise
authorized by the commonwealth or a board of the common-
wealth to practice any other profession, including the professions
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governed by sections seventy-four to eight-one C, shall be deprived
of said license, certificate, registration or authority to practice
solely for the reason that said person holds a license and practices
midwifery pursuant to sections thirty-four 1 to thirty-four M.

(d) Any applicant who furnishes proof that said applicant is of
good moral character and has met the requirements established
by the board shall, receive a license as a midwife from the board.
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The board shall, every two years, renew the license of any mid-
wife who completes the continuing education requirements as
determined by the board and who pays a renewal fee as deter-
mined annually by the commissioner of administration under the
provision of section three B of chapter seven.
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(e) By vote of a majority of the whole board, the board, after
providing due notice and holding a hearing, may revoke, suspend,
or cancel the license of any midwife who (a) is insane, or (b) is
guilty of deceit, malpractice, gross misconduct in the practice of
midwifery under this act or of any offense against the laws of the
commonwealth related thereto. The board may make such rules
and regulations as it deems proper for the filing of charges and
the conduct of hearings. The provisions of section sixty-one and
sixty-four of chapter one hundred twelve shall apply to said
proceedings.
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(f) Any person licensed as a midwife under sections thirty-
four I to thirty-four M may practice midwifery in domiciliary
conditions, clinics, birth centers or any other suitable location.
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Section 34K. Except as provided in section eighty Cof chapter
one hundred twelve, no person may practice midwifery unless said
person holds a current license as a midwife issued by the board.
This provision shall not be construed to prevent the performance
of services, or the provision of care to a woman during pregnancy,
labor, delivery or the postpartum period, or to a newborn, by
the persons of under the circumstances enumerated in the third
paragraph of section eighty B of chapter one hundred twelve.
Whoever, not being lawfully authorized to practice as a midwife
within the Commonwealth, practices or attempts to practice
midwifery, or uses the title licensed midwife or any other words
to indicate that the person using the same is such a licensed
midwife, shall, except as provided in sections sixty-five of chapter
one hundred twelve, be punished by a fine of not more than five
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hundred dollars. Whoever becomes or attempts to practice
midwifery under a false or assumed name shall be punished by
a fine of not less than five hundred and not more than one
thousand dollars or imprisonment for one year, or both. This
provision shall not become effective until one year after the board
issues the first license to midwives pursuant to sections thirty-
four I to thirty-four M.
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Section 34L. The board may license, without examination, any
person who has been certified, registered or licensed as a midwife
in another state under laws which, according to a good faith
determination by the board, maintain standards substantially the
same as those of this commonwealth. The fee for licensing without
examination under this section shall be determined annually by
the commissioner of administration under the provisions of sec-
tion three B of chapter seven.
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154 Section 34M. Every midwife shall formulate contingency plans

for the emergency transfers of patients to a hospital. These plans
shall include, but not be limited to: notification procedures to the
receiving hospital of a transfer; arrangements for emergency
transportation; and the transfer of patient records.
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159 Notwithstanding the foregoing, nothing herein shall be

construed to create liability on the part of a receiving hospital or
a consultant physician for the acts, omissions, or care rendered
by a licensed midwife.
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1 SECTION 2. Chapter 46 of the General Laws, Section 3, is
2 hereby amended by adding after the word “physician” in line one
3 of the first paragraph and in line two of the second paragraph,
4 the word: - “midwife”.

1 SECTION 3. Chapter 46 of the General Laws, Section 3B is
2 hereby amended by adding after the word “physician” in the first
3 line, the words: “or midwife”.








