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By Mr. Rushing of Boston, petition of Byron Rushing that provi-
sion be made for voter registration on election day. Election Laws.

je Commontoealtf) of iWa*«acfjus(ctt«

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Nine.

An Act providing for election day voter registration.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 SECTION I. Chaper 51 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 25 the following section:
3 Section 25A. An individual who is eligible to vote may register
4 on election day by appearing in person at the polling place for
5 the precinct in which the individual maintains residence, by
6 completing a registration card, making an oath in the form pre-
-7 scribed by the state secretary and providing proof of residence.
8 An individual may prove residence for purposes of registering
9 by:

10 (1) showing a valid Massachusetts driver’s license,
11 (2) showing any document approved by the state secretary as
12 proper identification, or
13 (3) having a voter who is registred to vote in the precinct sign
14 an oath in the presence of a warden vouching that the voter per-
-15 sonally knows that the individual is a resident of the precinct. A
16 voter who has been newly registered on election day may not sign
17 a proof of residence oath vouching for any other individual on
18 that day.

1 SECTION 2. Said chapter 51 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 26, as appearing in the 1986 Official Edition,
3 and inserting in place thereof the following section:
4 Section 26. The registrars, for the purpose of registering voters
5 and receiving applications to qualify under section one A for6 voting for electors of president and vice-president, in the manner



HOUSE - No. 4502 [January2

7 hereinafter provided, shall hold such day and evening sessions as
8 the town by-law or the city by ordinance shall prescribe and such
9 other sessions at locations that they deem effective for the pur-

-10 pose of registering voters, and they may, for such purposes, use
11 mobile registration units. In any city or town in which the annual
12 city or town election is held on the first Monday in March, in
13 a year when the presidential primary is held, the registration
14 sessions held by the election commissioners or registrars of voters
15 in preparation for the city or town election shall also serve as
16 registration sessions for the primary.

I SECTION 4. Said chapter 51 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 27, as so appearing, and inserting in place
3 thereof the following section;
4 Section 27. They shall hold at least one session at some suitable
5 place in every city or town on or before the last day preceding
6 the biennial state primary, the presidential primary and any city
7 or town primary, or preliminary election.

1 SECTION 5. Said chapter 51 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 28, as so appearing, and inserting in place
3 thereof the following section;

6 the biennial state primary, the presidential primary and any city
7 or town primary, or preliminary election, except that in towns
8 having less than three hundred voters said session shall be
9 sufficient if it includes the time from two to four o’clock in the

10 afternoon and from seven to ten o’clock in the evening; provided,
11 however, that they shall hold a continuous session from twelve
12 o’clock noon until eight o’clock in the evening on the Saturday
13 preceding the biennial state primary, the presidential primary and
14 any city or town primary, or preliminary election; provided, how-
15 ever, that if such Saturday is not more than two days before or
16 after a legal holiday, such session shall be held on the second
17 Saturday preceding all elections.

1 SECTION 6. Sections twenty-nine and twenty-nine Aof said
2 chapter fifty-one are hereby repealed.

4 They shall hold a continuous session from nine o’clock ante
5 meridiem until ten o’clock in the evening on the last day preceding
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1 SECTION 7. Said chapter 51 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 298, as appearing in the 1986 Official Edition,
3 and inserting in place thereof the following section;
4 Section 298. In cities the registrars shall, within sixty days
5 before the biennial state election, on or before the last day preced-
-6 ing an election, hold one or more sessions in one or more suitable
7 places in each ward of the city. They shall, within sixty days before
8 the regular city election, but on or before the day preceding an
9 election, hold such sessions unless the city council votes otherwise.

10 They shall hold at their principal office at least one night session
11 in each week during the last three weeks prior to the election.

1 SECTION 8. Said chapter 51 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 30, as so appearing, and inserting in place
3 thereof the following section;
4 Section 30. In towns divided into voting precincts the registrars
5 shall, within sixty days before the biennial state election, on or
6 before the last day before an election, hold one or more sessions
7 in each voting precinct. They shall, within sixty days before the
8 annual town meeting, but on or before the last day before said
9 town meeting, hold such sessions unless the selectmen or the town

10 votes otherwise. They shall hold at their principal office at least
11 one night session in each week during the last three weeks prior
12 to the close of registration. In towns not divided into precincts
13 they shall, during the same periods, hold similar sessions in one
14 or more suitable places. They shall hold a session before the last
15 day preceding an election or town meeting at some suitable place
16 in any village or locality distant two or more miles from the place
17 ofregistration, if ten or more voters residing in or near such village
18 or locality file with the town clerk not less than forty-eight days
19 before the biennial state election or annual town meeting a peti-
-20 tion stating that in such village or locality there are at least ten
21 citizens who are entitled and desire to be registered.

1 SECTION 9, Section thirty-one of said chapter fifty-one is
2 hereby repealed.
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1 SECTION 10. Said chapter 51 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 32, as appearing in the 1986 Official Edition,
3 and inserting in place thereof the following section: -

4 Section 32. Registrars shall seasonably post or publish notices
5 stating the places and hours for holding all sessions, including the
6 final sessions preceding any election.

1 SECTION 11. Section thirty-four of said chapter fifty-one is
2 hereby repealed.

1 SECTION 12. Sections fifty and fifty-one of said chapter fifty
2 one are hereby repealed.
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