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HOUSE No. 4760
By Mr. Scibelli of Springfield, petition of Anthony M. Scibelli that

the Secretary of Public Safety be directed to adopt regulations for
the demolition of buildings. Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Nine.

An Act further regulating the demolition of buildings.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 Chapter 143 of the General Laws is hereby amended by adding
2 the following sections:
3 Section 101. The secretary of public safety shall adopt such
4 regulations in accordance with the provisions of sections one
5 hundred and two to one hundred and fifteen, inclusive, as may
6 be necessary for the administration thereof, including but not
7 necessarily limited to, working definitions of such terms as
8 “demolition,” “building,” “structure” and the like. Such
9 regulations shall be designed for, and limited to, the carrying into

10 effect of the intent and purpose said sections one hundred and
11 two to one hundred and fifteen, inclusive.
12 Section 102. (a) No person shall engage in the business of
13 demolition of buildings without a certificate of registration
14 obtained from the department of public safety. An applicant for
15 registration shall file an application with the department of public
16 safety and pay a fee of two hundred dollars for a class B certificate
17 and five hundred dollars for a class A certificate. Each such
18 certificate shall be valid for twelve months from date of issuance
19 and shall be renewable on application of the registrant upon
20 payment of an annual fee of one hundred dollars for a class B
21 certificate and three hundred dollars for a class A certificate. The
22 department may refuse to issue any such certificate for cause, and
23 may revoke or refuse to renew any such certificate for failure to
24 carry out and conform to the provisions of this part or to any
25 regulations adopted hereunder. No person shall be refused a

tEfje torntmontocalfl) of



HOUSE No. 4760 [January2

26 certificate or arenewal thereof, and no certificate shall be revoked,
27 without an opportunity for a hearing conducted by the
28 department of public safety. The provisions of this section shall
29 not apply to a person who is engaged in the disassembling,
30 transportation and reconstruction of historic buildings for
31 historical purposes or in the demolition of farm buildings or in
32 the demolition, renovation, alteration or reconstruction of a
33 single-family residence.
34 (b) As used in this part, the term “registration” includes the
35 whole or part of any permit which the department of public safety (

36 issues under authority of the General Laws and which (1) requires
37 persons to place their names on a list maintained by the
38 department before they can engage in the business of demolition
39 of buildings, (2) does not require a person to demonstrate
40 competence by examination or other means and (3) may be
41 revoked or suspended by the department for cause.
42 Section 103. Any person aggrieved by a decision of the
43 department of public safety refusing to grant or renew or revoking
44 any such certificate or registration may appeal therefrom to the
45 superior court. Such appeal shall be privileged in assignment for
46 trial.
47 Section 104. The legislative body of each city, or town, shall
48 appoint an officer to administer sections one hundred and one
49 to one hundred and fifteen inclusive. Each such officer shall have
50 a minimum of five years’ experience in building demolition, and
51 shall be generally informed on demolition practices and
52 requirements and on the equipment necessary for the safety of
53 persons engaged in demolition and the public. Such officer shall
54 pass upon any question relative to the manner of demolition or
55 materials or equipment to be used in the demolition of buildings
56 or structures.
57 Section 105. Any person aggrieved by any order or decision of
58 an administrative officer may, within ten days of such order or
59 decision, appeal therefrom to the superior court for the judicial
60 district wherein such person resides, and such appeal shall be a

61 privileged matter to be heard by the court as soon after the return

62 day as is practicable.
63 Section 106. No person shall demolish any building, structure
64 or part thereof without obtaining a permit for the particular
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65 demolition undertaking from the administrative officer of the
66 town or city wherein such building, or part thereof is located. No
67 person shall be eligible to receive a permit under this section unless
68 he furnishes to the administrative officer written evidence (1) of
69 financial responsibility in the form of a certificate of insurance
70 specifying demolition purposes and providing liability coverage
71 for bodily injury of at least one hundred thousand dollars per
72 person with an aggregate of at least three hundred thousand
73 dollars, and for property damage of at least fifty thousand dollars
74 per accident with an aggregate of at least one hundred thousand
75 dollars; each such certificate shall provide that the town or city
76 and its agents shall be saved harmless from any claim or claims
77 arising out of the negligence of the applicant or his agents or
78 employees in the course of the demolition operations; (2) that all
79 public utilities having service connections within the premises
80 proposed to be demolished have severed such connections and
81 service, and (3) that he is the holder of a current valid certificate
82 of registration issued under the provisions of section 102, except
83 in the case of a person who is engaged in the disassembling,
84 transportation and reconstruction of historic buildings for
85 historical purposes or who is engaged in the demolition of farm
86 buildings or in the renovation, alteration or reconstruction of a
87 single-family residence. No permit shall be issued under this
88 section unless signed by the owner and the demolition contractor.
89 Section 107. Notice to adjoining property owners. No person
90 shall commence any demolition operation unless he first notifies
91 each adjoining property owner by registered or certified mail at
92 such owner’s last address according to the records of the assessor
93 of the city or town in which such demolition operation is planned.
94 Section 108. (a) No person shall remove or demolish any
95 building or structure or part thereof without providing adequate
96 safety measures for all workmen and suitable protections for the
97 public.
S9B (b) No person shall demolish any building or structure, without
99 causing to be erected and maintained, for the duration of the
100 demolition operations, a fence or barricade meeting the
101 requirements of this section. Each such fence or barricade shall
102 be adequate for safety; shall be not less than eight feet high; shall
103 extend along the street line for the entire length of the building
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or structure facing on the street, with each end returning back to
the building line, and shall be solid for its entire length, except
for such openings, provided with sliding doors swinging inward,
as may be necessary for the proper prosecution of the work. The
administrative officer may waive the requirements of this
subsection, or may make such further requirements as he deems
necessary for the protection of the public, the adjoining properties
or any personality of such owners and its use.
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Section 109. No person shall demolish any building or
structure or part thereof, when such building, structure or part
is within six feet of a street line, or is twelve feet or more in height,
or is within six feet of an area which the owner or lessee provides
and invites the public to use as it would a public way, or when
the distance between such street line or area and such building,
structure or part is more than six feet but less than one-half the
total height of the object to be demolished, without causing to
be erected and maintained a sidewalk shed meeting the
requirements of this section. Such shed shall: (1) Extend for
the full length of the building on all street fronts; (2) exist for the
duration of the demolition operations; (3) be not less than four
feet wide and six feet eight inches high in the clear; (4) be
watertight, and (5) be adequately lighted for pedestrian traffic.
When the roof of any such shed is used for the storage of material
or for the performance of work of any kind, adequate railings,
not less than three feet high, and solid toe boards, not less than
six inches high, shall be affixed along the open sides and ends of
such roofs. The roofs of such sheds shall be of sufficient strength
and stability safely to sustain the weight of materials that may
be placed thereon and the shocks incidental to the handling,
preparation for use, trucking or delivery of materials. The
requirements of this section, as they relate to street lines, shall not
apply in any case in which all such streets are officially closed to
pedestrian and vehicular traffic. The administrative officer may
waive any of the requirements of this section, if the object to be
demolished is more than forty feet from any street line or area
used as a public way and its demolition is accomplished by the
removal of one story at a time.
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Section 110. As used in sections one hundred and one to one
hundred and fifteen, inclusive, “department” means the
department of public safety; “commissioner means the
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commissioner of public safety; “elevator” means a hoisting and
lowering mechanism equipped with a car or platform which moves
in guides or rails in a substantially vertical direction, including
sidewalk elevators used for the carrying of persons of freight, and
“escalator” means a moving inclined continuous stairway or
runway used for raising or lowering passengers.
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Section 111. No person shall use demolition procedures which
involve hazard or risk to the general public or unnecessary danger
to the workmen, and no person shall use demolition procedures
not in accord with good practice.

150
151

. 152
) 153

Section 112. No person shall demolish any structure or
building without making suitable provision for the disposal of all
accumulated materials. No person shall overload any part of the
protective structures erected during the demolition operations by
storage, materials or debris to an extent beyond the live load
capacity. No person shall, during demolition operations, allow
materials to accumulate which would, by their nature, upon
removal, cause an excessive amount of dust, dirt or debris in the
air, without suitably wetting down accumulations with water,
dehydrated lime or some similar agent.
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Section 113. No person shall allow any basement, cellar, hole
or the like to remain uncovered or opened as a result of the
demolition of any building, structure or part thereof. Each person
who, in a demolition operation, uncovers or opens such a
basement, cellar, hole or the like shall fill the same to grade and
remove all excess materials, rubbish and debris from the premises.
If a new building, structure or part thereof is to be erected on the
site of such demolished premises, the administrative officer may
waive any of the provisions of this section.
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Section 114. Any person who violates any provision of this
part shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars or
imprisoned not more than one year or both.
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Section 115. The provisions of sections one hundred and one
to one hundred and fourteen, inclusive, shall not apply to the
structures, such as distributions and transmission poles, towers
and fixtures, steam plant, gas plant, gas tank or holder, water tank
or electric substation, of any public service company whose
operations are under the jurisdiction of the department of public
utilities.
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