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To the Honorable House of Representatives:

Pursuant to Article LVI, as amended by Article XC, Section
3, of the Amendments to the Constitution of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, I am returning to you for amendment House Bill
No. 82, entitled "An Act Relative to the Jurisdiction of the
District Court to Adjudicate Petitions for Observation."

Several interested parties, including members of the
judiciary, expressed concerns regarding H.82 as drafted. A
resolution to the concerns has not yet been reached, but all
agree to work to find a mutually acceptable solution.

I therefore recommend that House Bill No. 82 be amended by
striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in its
place the following:

SECTION 1. Section 8B of chapter 123 of the General
Laws, paragraph (a), as appearing in the 1988 Official
Edition: -

(a) With respect to any patient who is the subject of
a petition for a commitment or an order of a commitment for
care and treatment under the provisions of sections seven,
eight, fifteen, sixteen or eighteen, the superintendent of
a facility or medical director of the Bridgewater state
hospital may further petition the district court in whose
jurisdiction the facility is located (i) to adjudicate the
patient incapable of making informed decisions about
proposed medical treatment, Cii) to authorize, by an
adjudication of substituted judgment, treatment with
antipsychotic medications, and (iii) to authorize according
to the applicable legal standards such other medical
treatment as may be necessary for the treatment of mental
illness.

SECTION 2. Said section 8B of said chapter 123,
paragraph (f); -
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(f) Any authorization for treatment that is ordered
pursuant to the provisions of this section shall expire at
the same time as the expiration of the order of commitment
that was in effect when the authorization for treatment was
ordered; provided that subsequent authorizations may be
ordered and any party may at any time petition the court
for modification of a medical treat
has been ordered pursuant to the s/
established in this section.
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