
No.SENATE 70
By Mr. MacLean, petition (accompanied by bill. Senate, No. 70)

of William Q. MacLean, Jr., Robert A. Durand, Lois G. Pines, Robert
D. Wetmore and John W. Olver for legislation to provide for fair
unemployment compensation. Commerce and Labor.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-One

An Act to provide fair unemployment compensation.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 151 A is hereby amended by striking out
2 the first paragraph of subsection (e) of section 25 and inserting
3 in place thereof:
4 For the period of unemployment next ensuing and until the
5 individual has had at least four weeks of work and in each of said
6 weeks has earned an amount equivalent to or in excess of one half
7 of the individual’s average weekly wage after the individual has
8 left work (1) voluntarily without good cause attributable to the
9 employing unit or its agent (2) by discharge shown to the

10 satisfaction of the director to be attributable solely to deliberate
11 misconduct in wilful disregard of the employing unit’s interest or
12 (3) because of conviction of a felony or misdemeanor.
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1 SECTION 2. Said chapter 151 A is hereby further amended by
2 striking out subsection (a) of Section 29, and inserting in place
3 thereof the following subsection:
4 (a) an individual in total unemployment and otherwise eligible
5 for benefits and whose average weekly wage in the base period
6 is equal to or less than fifty percent of the average weekly wage
7 of all employees covered by this chapter (as determined in the
8 manner described in this section) shall be paid for each week of
9 unemployment an amount equal to eighty-five percent of the

10 individual’s average weekly wage in the base period rounded to
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11 the next highest dollar, but not more than twenty-five per cent
12 of the average weekly wage of all employees covered by this
13 chapter (as determined in the manner described in this section).
14 In no event shall any individual be paid less than fifty percent of
15 his or her average weekly wage in the base period.
16 An individual in total unemployment and otherwise eligible for
17 benefits whose average weekly wage in the base period is equal
18 to or exceeds fifty percent of the average weekly wage of all
19 employees covered by this chapter (as determined in the manner
20 described in this section) shall be paid for each week of
21 unemployment an amount equal to fifty per cent of his average
22 weekly wage in the base period, rounded to the next lower dollar,
23 but not more than fifty seven and one half per cent of the average
24 weekly wage ofall employees covered by this chapter. On or before
25 the first day of October of each year, the total wages reported on
26 contribution reports for the twelve months ending March thirty-
-27 first of such year shall be divided by the average monthly number
28 of insured employees (determined by dividing the total insured
29 employees reported on contribution reports for the twelve months
30 ending on March the thirty-first by twelve). The average annual
31 wage thus obtained shall be divided by fifty-two and the average
32 weekly wage thus determined, rounded to the nearest cent. Fifty-
-33 seven and one-half per cent of this amount, rounded to the next
34 lower dollar, shall establish the maximum weekly benefit rate paid
35 any individual whose benefit year commences on or after the first
36 Sunday of October of each year and prior to the first Sunday of
37 October of the following year.

1 SECTION 3. Subsection (c) of section 29 of said chapter 151 A
2 as amended by section 2 of chapter 583 of the acts and resolves
3 of 1986, is hereby further amended by adding after the second
4 sentence the following sentence;

5 In no instance shall the amount of dependency benefits plus the
6 amount payable under subsections (a), (b) or (d), as the case may
7 be, exceed ninety-nine percent of the individual’s average weekly
8 wage in the base period.

1 SECTION 4. Said chapter 151 A is hereby further amended by
2 striking out the first paragraph of section 30, and inserting in place
3 thereof the following paragraph:
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4 The total benefits during a benefit year which an unemployed
5 individual whose average weekly wage in the base period is equal
6 to or exceeds fifty per cent of the average weekly wage of all
7 employees covered by this chapter may receive, shall be an amount
8 equal to thirty-six percent of said individual’s wages in the base
9 period, or an amount equal to thirty times the benefit rate,

10 whichever is less, plus dependency benefits payable under section
11 twenty-nine. The total benefits during a benefit year which an
12 unemployed individual whose average weekly wage in the base
13 period is less than fifty per cent of the average weekly wage of
14 all workers covered by this chapter may receive, shall be an
15 amount equal to forty-six per cent of said individual’s wages in
16 the base period, or an amount equal to thirty times the benefit
17 rate, whichever is less, plus dependency benefits payable under
18 section twenty-nine.

1 SECTION 5. Subsection (3)(a) of Section 30A is amended by
2 striking from the last sentence of said subsection: “(3) he has been
3 paid wages during the base period of his current benefit year in
4 an amount at least equal to forty times his most recent weekly
5 benefit amount, including dependency benefits” and inserting in
6 place thereof:
7 (3) said individual has had twenty weeks of full-time insured
8 employment, or the equivalent in insured wages. For purposes of
9 this subsection, insured wages are wages paid during the base

10 period of the current benefit year in an amount which exceed forty
11 times the most recent weekly benefit amount or one and one half
12 times the wages of the individual’s highest quarterly earnings. The
13 Commissioner shall prescribe by regulation within one hundred
14 and eighty days of the effective date of this Act which one of the
15 foregoing methods of measuring employment and earnings shall
16 be used to effectuate the Act’s purpose and to provide the greatest
17 coverage to individuals in need of extended benefits.

1 SECTION 6. The provisions of sections 25(e), 29(a), and (c),
2 30 and 30A as amended by this Act shall apply only with respect
3 to new and additional claims filed on or after the effective date
4 of this Act.




