
SENATE 118

By Mr. Wetmore, petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 118)
of Robert D. Wetmore for legislation relative to amending the
prevailing wage law. Commerce and Labor.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-One

An Act relative to amending section 26 of chapter 149.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 Section 26 of Chapter 149 of the General Laws, as appearing
2 in the 1988 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking lines
3 18 through 47 and inserting in place thereof the following: town
4 or district. The rate per hour of the wages paid to said mechanics
5 and apprentices, teamsters, chauffeurs and laborers in the
6 construction of public works shall not be less than the rate or rates
7 of wages to be determined by the commissioner as hereinafter
8 provided; provided, that the wages paid to laborers employed on
9 said works shall not be less than those paid to laborers in the

10 municipal service of the town or towns where said works are being
11 constructed; provided, further, that where the same public work
12 is to be constructed in two or more towns, the wages paid to
13 laborers shall not be less than those paid to laborers in the
14 municipal services of the town paying the highest rate; provided,
15 further, that if, in any of the towns where the works are to be
16 constructed, a wage rate or wage rates have been established in
17 certain trades and occupations by collective agreements or
18 understandings in the private construction industry between
19 organized labor and employers, the rate or rates to be paid on

20 said works shall not be less than the rates so established for the
21 local area where the works are to be constructed; provided further,
22 that in town where no such rate or rates have been so established,
23 the public works, shall not be less than the wages paid to the
24 employees in the same trades and occupations by private
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25 employers engaged in the construction industry. This section shall
26 also apply to regular employees of the commonwealth or of a
27 county, town or district, when such employees are employed in
28 the construction, addition to or alteration of public buildings for
29 which special appropriations of more than one thousand dollars
30 are provided. Payments by employers to health and welfare plans,
31 pension plans and supplementary unemployment benefit plans
32 under collective bargaining agreements or understandings
33 between organized labor and employers shall be included for the
34 purpose of establishing minimum wage rates as herein provided.


