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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-One

An Act to promote Massachusetts' economic competitiveness.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 SECTION 1. Section six of chapter sixty-nine of the General
2 Laws, as appearing in the Official Edition, is hereby amended by
3 adding the following new sentence: For the purposes of this
4 section, the term “applicant” shall include applicants for
5 alternative certification pursuant to paragraph three of chapter
6 seventy-one.

1 SECTION 2. Section thirty-eight Gof chapter seventy-one of
2 the General Laws, as appearing in the 1988 Official Edition, is
3 hereby amended by inserting after paragraph two the follow-
-4 ing:
5 The board shall have the authority and is specifically instructed
6 to establish alternative criteria for granting provisional and
7 permanent certificates to individuals with specialized expertise in
8 mathematics, science or foreign languages, whether by virtue of
9 advanced education/training or experience, to teach on a part-

-10 time or voluntary basis in the public schools of the common-
-11 wealth. Said alternative certification authority shall be used to
12 ensure that the commonwealth’s public schools and their students
13 have adequate training in mathematics, science and foreign
14 languages to ensure that the conjmonwealth can effectively and
15 efficiently compete in the global marketplace. Applicants for
16 alternative certification shall furnish the board with satisfactory
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17 proof that he/ she, at a minimum: (1) possesses a bachelor’s degree,
18 or its equivalent, from an accredited university; (2) five years
19 experience in the field or area in which the applicant seeks

20 certification; (3) is in good health, provided thatno applicant shall
21 be disqualified because of blindness or defective hearing; and (4)
22 is of sound moral character. The board shall establish minimum
23 requirements and offer a seminar, not to exceed 40 hours in length,
24 to ensure applicants for alternative certification are familiar with
25 the legal, procedural and professional duties and responsibilities
26 they should expect as teachers.


