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Section 2. This act shall take effect on August first of
J^^®''**'^^

the current year, and shall apply only in the case of appeals

taken on or after said date. Approved April 8, 1946.

An Act relative to the giving of false weight or
Qfidj) jyg

MEASURE. ^*

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Chapter ninety-four of the General Laws is hereby g. l. (Xer.

amended by striking out section one hundred and seventy- Amended.*
^^^'

seven, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, and in-

serting in place thereof the following :
— Section 1 77,

^^^"JJ^/^.^
Except as otherwise provided by section two hundred and orm^sure,

forty-eight, whoever himself or by his servant or agent
^**''

gives or attempts to give false or insufficient weight or

measure, or inferentially misrepresents the weight or quan-
tity of a commodity sold or delivered by weight or measure
by stating a price without stating the weight or quantity
of such commodity, such price being in fact greater than
the price advertised for such commodity or mutually under-
stood by both parties to be the price for a given weight or

measure, or demands or accepts payment in excess of the
regularly quoted selling price of a commodity sold or de-

livered by weight or measure, or takes or attempts to take
more than the quantity he represents when, as the buyer,
he furnishes the weights, measures or weighing or measuring
device by means of which the amount of commodity is

determined, shall be punished for the first offence by a fine

of not more than fifty dollars, for the second offence by a
fine of not more than two hundred dollars, and for a sub-
sequent offence by a fine of fifty dollars and by imprison-
ment for not less than one nor more than three months.

Approved April 8, 1946.

The Commont\'ealth of Massachusetts,
Executive Department, State House,

Boston, June 19, 1946.

Honorable Frederic W. Cook, Secretary of the Commonwealth,
State House, Boston.

Sir:— I, Maurice J. Tobin, by virtue of and in accord-
ance with the provisions of the Forty-eighth Amendment to
the Constitution, "The Referendum II, Emergency Meas-
ures", do declare that in my opinion, the immediate preser-

vation of the public convenience requires that the law passed
on the 8th day of April in the year nineteen hundred and
forty-six, being Chapter 176 of the Acts of 1946 entitled,

"An Act Relative to the Giving of False Weight or Meas-
ure", should take effect forthwith and that it is an emer-
gency law and that the facts constituting the emergency are
as follows:

There is at the present time a scarcity of meat and other
food products that are sold by weight or measure. This
scarcity is accentuated by an unbalanced distribution. In
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order to effect a more balanced distribution of food by pre-

venting over-charges, it is necessary that the legislation re-

ferred to above be immediately operative.

Very truly yours,

Maurice J. Tobin,
Governor of Massachusetts.

Office of the Secretart, Boston, June 19, 1946.

I hereby certify that the accompanying statement was
filed in this office by His Excellency the Governor of the

Commonwealth of Massachusetts at one o'clock and thirty-

five minutes, p.m., on the above date, and in accordance
with Article Forty-eight of the Amendments to the Consti-

tution said chapter takes effect forthwith, being chapter one
hundred and seventy-six of the acts of nineteen hundred and
forty-six.

Paul D, Howard,
DeptUy Secretary of the Commonwealth.

Chap. 177 An Act relative to the arrest of male debtors after
ADJOURNMENT OF COURT.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

G. L. (Ter Section eighteen of chapter two hundred and twenty-

Liended!
^^' four of the General Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenarj'

Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after the first

paragraph the following paragraph :
—

Arrest after A dcbtor arrestcd on a capias after court has adjourned

adyoJirn^d. may be lodged with the keeper of the lock-up in the city or

town in which he is arrested, or lodged with the keeper of

the common jail. Said keeper shall receive the debtor from
the arresting officer and hold the debtor until the next

sitting of the court issuing the capias, at which time the

officer shall call for the debtor and take him before the

court. The debtor shall be allowed a reasonable time to

procure sureties for his recognizance to appear before the

court issuing the capias at the next sitting of court. A
master in chancery may accept his recognizance to the

creditor with surety or sureties in a sum not less than the

judgment, conditioned that he will appear before the court

at its next sitting and from time to time until the proceed-

ings are concluded. The provision for the arrest of a debtor

after court has adjourned shall not apply to female debtors.

Approved April 8, 1946.

Chap. 17S An Act relative to the issuance to persons in the mili-

tary OR naval service of the united states of special
certificates entitling them to hunt and fish in

this commonwealth.
Emergency Whcrcas, The deferred operation of this act would tend
preamble

in part to defeat its purpose, which is to extend without

delay certain privileges granted to persons in the military


