
No. 1329SENATE
[Senate, February 4, 1991 Offered by Mr. Locke, as a new text

for Senate document numbered 1326, a report of the committee on
Rules recommending the adoption of permanent rules of the Senate
for the present General Court].

Wfje Commontoealtf) of ifHa««atl)U£(ettt

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-One.

1 By inserting after Rule 59A the following new rule;

2 598, Notwithstanding the provisions of rule 59A, if a motion
3 is made by any member that the next session following
4 adjournment be open to radio and television broadcast, the
5 question on adoption of the motion shall be put forthwith by a
6 call of the yeas and nays. If the motion is agreed to by a majority
7 of members present and voting thereon, the President shall open
8 the President’s Gallery to permit radio and television coverage at
9 the commencement of the next session. Coverage shall continue
10 at each session there after until a majority agrees by a call of the
11 yeas and nays to cease coverage. Restrictions on such broadcast
12 shall be limited to (a) a requirement that the equipment and
13 personnel necessary for broadcast be in place in advance of the
14 session, and (b) a requirement that disruption of the proceedings
15 of the Senate be avoided.
16 By striking out Rule 63 and inserting in place thereof the
17 following rule:
18 This rule and rules 24, 31,33, 34, and 53 shall not be suspended
19 if objection is made; and no other rule shall be altered, suspended
20 or repealed, except by a vote of two-thirds of the members present
21 and voting thereon. The Committee on Rules may consider and
22 suggest measures that shall, in its judgement, tend to facilitate the
23 business of the Senate, and a majority vote of the Senate shall
24 be required to approve such recommendations; provided,
25 however, that in the case of any recommendation proposing the
26 suspension, alteration, or repeal of a current rule, or having the
27 effect of suspending, altering or repealing a current rule, a vote
28 of the Senate equal to the vote currently required to suspend the
29 rule shall be required to approve such recommendation.
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30 In the first sentence of Rule 128, by striking out the words “by
31 the President, one of whom shall be a member of the minority
32 party,” and inserting in place thereof the words “in accordance
33 with Senate Rule 13”; and by striking out section (b) ih Rule 13
34 and inserting in place thereof the following:
35 (b) Except as provided above or unless the Senate shall
36 otherwise specially order, committees shall be appointed by the
37 President, with exception of the chair whose nomination and
38 ratification shall be governed by the provisions of paragraph (a).
39 The President shall reserve a number of seats at least equal to the
40 percentage of minority party membership in the Massachusetts
41 State Senate on the first day of session, for all standing, special,
42 and joint committees including the Senate Committee on Ways
43 and Means and the Senate Committee on Rules. Where such
44 percentage results in the fraction of a number, the fraction shall
45 be rounded off to the nearest whole. Appointments to such
46 positions shall be made by the Senate Minority Leader. For the
47 purposes of this rule the term “Minority Party” shall mean the
48 political party of those members of the Senate who, in the
49 aggregate, constitute the second largest group of members of the
50 Senate affiliated with a political party.
51 By striking out the first sentence in Rule 12A and inserting in
52 place thereof the following:
53 There shall be a standing Committee on Ethics consisting of
54 six members, three of whom shall be appointed by the Senate
55 President, and three of whom shall be appointed by the Senate
56 Minority Leader in the first year of the biennial session of the
57 General Court.;

58 and by adding at the beginning of the second sentence of rule
59 13(b) before the words, “The President,” the following; —“except
60 as provided in Rule 12A”.
61 By adding at the end of Rule 7 the following new paragraph:
62 “Whenever the printing of the calendar required under this rule
63 is suspended, a session shall be considered informal and no action
64 may be taken on any controversial matter. No matter shall be
65 considered if a member prior to said session requested that the
66 matter be held for consideration or if a member at said session
67 objects thereto.”
68 By striking out Rule 27C and inserting in place thereof the
69 following: -
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70 With the exception of appropriation bills and capital outlay
71 bills, the Committee on Ways and Means and the Committee on
72 Rules may be discharged from thefurther consideration of matters
73 referred to them pursuant to the following procedure: The
74 consideration of a motion to discharge such committee from
75 further consideration of a certain matter shall be postponed
76 without question to the day after that on which the motion is
77 made. Such motion shall require a majority vote of the members
78 present and voting for adoption, if made after the expiration of
79 said twenty-one calendar days after referral to said committees,
80 but shall require a vote of two-thirds of the members present and
81 voting, if made prior to the expiration of said twenty-one calendar
82 days after referral to said committees. On the motion to discharge
83 such committee, not more than fifteen minutes shall be allowed
84 for debate, and no member shall speak more than three minutes.
85 In addition to the above procedure, the Committee on Ways
86 and Means shall be discharged from further consideration of a
87 certain matter upon the written petition of a majority of the
88 members of such committee presented to the chairman after
89 twenty-one calendar days following referral of the matter to said
90 committee. When directed to discharge a certain matter pursuant
91 to this rule said committees shall either report or be discharged
92 of said matter within five legislative days of the vote or petition
93 calling for such discharge. A petition discharged under the
94 provisions of this rule shall be considered as favorably reported
95 and the matter accompanying said petition shall be designated as
96 “discharged”, and shall be placed in the Orders of the Day for
97 the next day for a second reading or question on adoption, as the
98 case may be, unless subject to the provisions of Senate Rule 27.
99 By striking out Rule 32A and inserting in place thereof the
100 following new rule;
101 32A. The Senate committee on Bills in the Third Reading may
102 be discharged from the further consideration of matters referred
103 to it pursuant to the following procedure. The consideration of
104 a motion to discharge such committee from further consideration
105 of a certain matter shall be postponed without question to the day
106 after that on which the motion is made. Such motion shall require
107 a majority vote of the members present and voting for adoption
108 if made after the expiration of twenty-one calendar days after
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referral to said committee, but shall require a vote of two-thirds
of the members present and voting, if made prior to the expiration
of said twenty-one calendar days after referral to said committee.
When directed to discharge a certain matter pursuant to this rule,
the committee shall either report or be discharged of said matter
within five calendar days of the vote calling for such discharge.
A matter discharged under the provisions of this rule shall be
designated as “discharged” and the matter shall be placed in the
Orders of the Day for the next sitting. On the motion to discharge
such committee, not more than fifteen minutes shall be allowed
for debate, and no member shall speak more than three minutes.
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120 By striking out Senate Rules 7, 12b, 26 and 36 and inserting

in place thereof the following:121
122 7. The Clerk, with the approval and direction of the President,

shall prepare and cause to be printed each day a Calendar of
matters in order for consideration. Each calendar shall list all
matters lying on the table, and all matters being held by the
committee on Bills in the Third Reading. It shall be mandatory,
however, that a bill or resolve ordered to third reading on one
Calendar day must appear on the Calendar at the following formal
session. The Clerk, with the approval and direction of the
President, may prepare the Calendar, with such memoranda as
he may deem necessary, in a form designed to provide complete
information and to properly facilitate the business of the Senate.
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133 26. Bills and resolves from the House, after they are read a first

time, shall be referred to a committee of the Senate, unless they
have been reported by a joint committee or substituted for the
report of a joint committee. Bills and resolves reported in the
Senate, and bills and resolves from the House reported by joint
committees or substituted for the reports of joint committees,
shall, after they have been read once, be placed in the Orders of
the Day for the next day for a second reading without a question,
except as otherwise provided by rule 27. Bills introduced by
inititative petition, when reported in the Senate or received from
the House, shall be placed in the Orders of the Day for the next
day, the question being “upon the enactment of such law in the
form in which it stands in such petition”. Resolutions received
from the House, or introduced or reported in the Senate, shall
be read and, pending the question on their adoption, shall be
placed in the Orders of the Day for the next session.
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149 36. Report of committees not by bill or resolve shall be placed
150 in the Orders of the next day after that on which they are made
151 to the Senate or received from the House, as the case may be;
152 except that the report of a committee asking to be discharged from
153 the further consideration of a subject, and recommending that it
154 be referred to another committee, or a report of a committee
155 recommending that a matter be placed on file, shall be
156 immediately considered. Amendments to a measure, which have
157 been made by the House and sent back to the Senate for
158 concurrence, shall be placed in the Orders of the next day after
159 that on which they are received; provided, that amendments
160 involving state money shall be referred to the committee on Ways
161 and Means; and amendments involving the expenditure of county
162 money shall be referred to the committee on Counties on the part
163 of the Senate.
164 Reports of committees on proposals for amendment of the
165 Constitution shall be dealt with in accordance with the provisions
166 of Joint Rules No. 23.
167 And by striking out in the first paragraph of Rule 20 the words
168 “and the Committee on Steering and Policy.”,
169 By striking rule 38A and inserting in place the following:
170 38A. The Senate shall not continue in session beyond the hour
171 of twelve o’clock ante meridiem, nor be called to order before the
172 hours of nine o’clock a.m. This rule shall not be suspended unless
173 two-thirds of the members present and voting consent thereto on
174 a recorded yea and nay vote.
175 By adding the following new rule;
176 58. Each session of the Senate held after the second Wednesday
177 of July in each year shall be an informal session unless declared
178 formal at the preceding session by an affirmative vote, taken by
179 the yeas and nays, of two-thirds of the full Senate membership.
180 By inserting after Rule 63 the following Rule;
181 63A. The Senate shall meet no later than the second Wednesday
182 following the convening of the biennial session of the General
183 Court for the purpose of debating and adopting the permanent
184 rules of the Senate.
185 By adding at the end of the first sentence of Rule 13, the
186 following; “provided that no Senate member may be chairman
187 of more than one committee.”
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