
HOUSE No. 75

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT.

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary of State
One Ashburton Place, Boston, Massachusetts 02133

Dear Secretary Connolly:
Please accept the enclosed bills for filing with the General Court

for the 1992 legislative session. A brief summary of each bill follows:

i. An Act relative to traffic violations at public colleges and
UNIVERSITIES.

This bill would amend current law to permit campus police officers
access to traffic citation books for ticketing moving vehicle violations
on campus. The University of Massachusetts campus police currently
have this authority. Expanding this authority to all campus police will
assist in deterrence and prosecution of traffic violators.

An Act relative to licensure fees for independent colleges

and universities.

This bill would clarify the Higher Education Coordinating
Council’s authority to charge a fee for independent colleges and
universities seeking to operate and grant new degress in Massachu-
setts. Proceeds would be used solely to defray the staff costs of
reviewing the independent institutions’ petitions, sending visiting
teams of scholars to review sites, and preparing recommendations to
the Council for approval or disapproval of petitions.

The responsibility of reviewing and approving new programs and
new institutions is of extreme importance to consumers, and recent
reductions in resources have made review difficult and time
consuming. This bill would clarify the issue of the use of a fee to
provide for support staff and visiting experts to improve and expedite
the process.
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3. An Act relative tocreditable service for sabbatical leaves.

In July 1991 the Commonwealth’s Retirement Board made a
unilateral decision to refuse full retirement credit for time spent by
faculty members on sabbatical at partial pay. This decision has a
profound impact on the long-standing academic practice of permitting
faculty to take sabbaticals for research, writing and other work
without affecting benefits. In addition, the Retirement Board failed
to grandfather those faculty already on sabbatical, and it appears that
in the absence of corrective legislation, they would be denied full
retirement credit.

This bill mandates that faculty on sabbatical with partial pay receive
full retirement credit for that time and is important in retaining quality
faculty at our public colleges and universities.

4. An Act making corrective changes in chapter 142 of the acts
OE 1991.

This bill makes technical and grammatical corrections to the
education reorganization bill enacted in 1991 as chapter 142 to ensure
the smooth implementation of that legislation.

s. An Act relative to public education foundations and an
ACADEMIC CHALLENGE GRANT.

This bill recognizes and defines foundations created to support
public education and establishes parameters for membership on
foundation boards and involvement of state employees. This bill also
establishes an academic challenge grant program which, if funded in
any year, would match funds raised from private sources once a
minimum threshold has been met.

As state funds available to public education continue to decrease,
private support becomes more important to preserving quality,
accessible education to our citizens. This bill is designed to encourage
private fund raising.
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As Secretary of Education and as a member of the Board of
Education, I also support legislation approved by the Board and filed
under separate cover.

Very truly yours,

Piedad F. Robertson,
Secretary of Education




