
238 Acts, 1946. — Chap. 302.

Chap. 302 An Act relative to notice to respondents in actions
TO ESTABLISH TITLES ACQUIRED BY PURCHASE OF LANDS
OF LOW VALUE HELD BY A CITY OR TOWN UNDER TAX
TITLES, AND PROVIDING FOR THE CONCLUSIVENESS OF
DECREES IN SUCH ACTIONS.

G. L. (Ter.
Ed.), 60,

§ SOB, etc.,

amended.

Jurisdiction
of land court
to quiet
title, etc.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Chapter sixty of the General Laws is hereby amended
by striking out section eighty B, inserted by section three of

chapter five hundred and ninety-four of the acts of nineteen

hundred and forty-one, and inserting in place thereof the
following section:— Section SOB. The holder of a title

acquired under section seventy-nine or eighty, whether
acquired before or after the effective date of this section,

may file in the land court a petition to establish such title

by requiring all persons who would have an interest in the

land involved except for either the petitioner's title or his

chain of title originating under section seventy-nine or

eighty to show cause why they should not bring an action

to try any claim or claims which they may have adverse to

the petitioner's title arising out of the tax proceedings upon
which such title was based. The petition shall set forth

on oath the petitioner's source of title, giving a reference to

the place, book and page of record of the deed under section

seventy-nine or eighty upon which the petitioner relies, the
description of the land involved which appeared in the tax

deed or instrument of taking upon which such deed under
section seventy-nine or eighty was based, the names of all

such persons known to the petitioner and such other facts

as may be necessary for the information of the court; but
the petitioner need not allege in such petition nor show
during the hearing thereof any error or irregularity in the
tax proceedings upon which such title depends or any other
defect in such title. The petition shall be in the alternative

praying that such persons be ordered to show cause why
they should not bring action to try such claim or claims or,

if such persons do not appear within the time fixed or, having
appeared, disobey the lawful order of the court to try their

claim or claims, that the court enter a decree that they be
forever barred from having or enforcing any such claim or

claims adversely to the petitioner, his heirs or assigns, in

the land described.

If any such persons are unascertained, not in being, un-
known or out of the commonwealth, or cannot be actually

given notice and made personally amenable to the decree

of the court, they may be made respondents and, if they are

unascertained, not in being or unknown, may be described

generally, as the heirs or legal representatives of A B, or such
persons as shall become heirs, devisees or appointees of

C D, a living person, or persons claiming under A B.
Upon the filing of the petition, the court shall notify all

such persons of the pendency of the petition, the notice to

be sent to each by registered mail and the return of receipt
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to be required, the addresses of such persons, so far as may
be ascertained, being furnished by the petitioner. Such
other and further notice by pubhcation or otherwise shall

be given as the court may at any time order. The notice,

to be addressed "To all whom it may concern", shall con-

tain the name of the petitioner, the names of all respondents

named in the petition, the description of the land, and a
statement of the nature of the petition, shall fix the time
within which appearance may be entered and shall contain

a statement that unless the persons notified shall appear
within the time fixed that they shall be forever barred from
having or enforcing any such claim or claims adversely to

the petitioner, his heirs or assigns, in the land described.

If, after notice has been given and the time limited in such
notice for the appearance of the respondents has expired,

the court finds that there are or may be respondents not

actually given notice who have not appeared, or who are

minors, or persons under disability, or unascertained, un-

known or out of the commonwealth, it may of its own motion,

or on the representation of any party, appoint a disinterested

person to act as guardian ad litem for any such respondents.

The compensation of the guardian ad litem shall be deter-

mined by the court and paid by the petitioner.

After all the respondents have been given notice as here-

inbefore provided and after the appointment of a guardian

ad Htem, if such appointment has been made, the court may
proceed as though all respondents had been actually notified.

Such petition shall be a proceeding in rem against the land,

and any decree entered as hereinafter provided shall operate

directly on the land and have the force of a release made by
or on behalf of all respondents of all claims adverse to the

petitioner's title.

The persons so notified shall by answer show why they
should not be required to bring an action to try such claim

or claims, and the court shall enter an appropriate decree

relative to bringing and prosecuting such action. If the

persons so notified do not appear within the time fixed or,

having appeared, disobey the lawful order of the court to

try their claim or claims, the court shall enter a decree that

they be forever barred from having or enforcing any such
claim or claims adversely to the petitioner, his heirs or

assigns, in the land described; provided, that such decree

shall not be entered unless the petitioner has proved to the

court that the collector's deed or the instrument of taking,

as the case may be, upon which the petitioner's title depends,
was duly recorded within the time provided therefor by law.

No petition to vacate such decree and no proceeding at law
or in equity for reversing or modifying such a decree shall

be commenced by any person except within one year after

the final entry of the decree if the decree is entered on or

after September first, nineteen hundred and forty-six, or

within one year after said date if the decree was entered
prior to said date.
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If, as the result of a petition filed under this section, the
petitioner's title is adjudged invalid by a court of competent
jurisdiction because of errors or irregidarities in the tax pro-
ceedings upon which it was based, the clerk, upon request,

shall issue a certificate to that effect. The treasurer of the
city or town where the land affected by such title is situated,

upon receipt of a release by the holder of said title of all

interest which he may have under it, together with such
certificate, shall refund to such holder the amount paid
therefor but not exceeding the amount received by the city

or town.
Notice of filing the petition and notice of the final dis-

position thereof shall be recorded in the registry of deeds, as

provided for in land registration proceedings.

The land court shall have jurisdiction of petitions under
this section and, except as herein provided, practice and
procedure under this section shall conform as nearly as

possible to the land court practice, rules, regulations and
procedure under chapter one hundred and eighty-five in

so far as the same may be applicable.

Approved May 14, 1946.

Chap.SOS An Act reviving the schillerverein corporation.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

The Schillerverein Corporation, a corporation dissolved

under the provisions of section fifty-four of chapter one hun-
dred and fifty-five of the General Laws, is hereby revived and
continued with the same powers, duties and obligations as

if said corporation had not been dissolved.

Approved May 14, 1946.

Chap. S04i An Act prohibiting discrimination between licensees
authorized to sell alcoholic beverages by elimi-

nating THE practice OF MANUFACTURERS AND WHOLE-
SALERS IN GRANTING DISCOUNTS, REBATES, ALLOWANCES,
FREE GOODS AND OTHER INDUCEMENTS TO FAVORED LI-

CENSEES.

^rTambie"^
W/ierms, The practice of manufacturers and wholesalers

in granting discounts, rebates, allowances, free goods and
other inducements to favored licensees contributes to a

disorderly distribution of alcohoHc beverages; and
Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would delay

the proper regulation thereunder of the alcoholic beverage
industry and be contrary to the interests of temperance,
therefore this act is hereby declared to be an emergency law
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public

convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Edo; iS"^'
Chapter one hundred and thirty-eight of the General Laws

and Hb^^ ^^ hereby amended by inserting after section twenty-five, as

added!
' amended, the two following sections: — Section 26A. No

Discrimina-


