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By Mrs. Harkins of Needham, petition of Lida E. Harkins, Pamela

P. Resor and Barbara Gardner for legislation to place on the ballot
a non-binding question banning the sale and use of assault weapons.
Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Two

An Act requiring a nonbinding question on the ballot regarding

ASSAULT WEAPONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 For the purpose of ascertaining the will of the voters relative
2 to the banning of assault weapons the secretary of state shall cause
3 to be placed on the official ballot to be used at the biennial state
4 election in the year nineteen hundred and ninety four the following
5 question: “Shall the commonwealth of Massachusetts enact a
6 law banning the sale and use of assault weapons, so-called, in the
7 commonwealth?”
8 For the purposes of this act the following words shall have the
9 following meanings:

10 (1) “Assault weapon”, all rifles and shotguns designated as
11 assault weapons in this section and all other semi-automatic rifles
12 and shotguns which are determined by the assault weapon roster
13 board, established under the provisions of section five, to be
14 assault weapons. Such term shall include, in addition to any other
15 rifles and shotguns identified by said board, all versions of the
16 following, including rifles and shotguns sold under the designation
17 provided in this section and rifles and shotguns which are
18 substantially identical thereto sold under any designation:
19 (a) Avtomat Kalishnikov, also known as AK-47 semi-

-20 automatic rifles;
21 (b) Uzi semi-automatic rifles;
22 (c ) AR-15 semi-automatic rifles;
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23 (d) FN-FAL and FN-FNC semi-automatic rifles;
(e) Steyr Aug semi-automatic rifles;24
(f) SKS semi-automatic rifles;25

26 (g) shotguns with revolving cyclinders known as the Street
Sweeper and the Striker 12;27

28 (h) any other semi-automatic rifle with a fixed magazine
capacity exceeding ten rounds;29

(i) any other shotgun with a fixed magazine, cylinder, drum or
tube capacity exceeding six rounds; and

30
31
32 (j) any semi-automatic firearm which is a modification of a rifle

or shotgun described in this subsection; that is, having the same
make, caliber, and action design but a shorter barrel or no rear
stock.

33
34
35
36 (2) “Assault weapon” shall not include;
37 (a) a rifle or shotgun which does not employ fixed amunition;
38 (b) a rifle or shotgun which was manufactured prior to the year

eighteen hundred and ninety-eight;39
(c) a rifle or shotgun which operates by manual bolt action;
(d) a rifle or shotgun which operates by lever action;
(e) a rifle or shotgun which operates by slide action;
(f) a rifle or shotgun which is a single shot weapon;
(g) a rifle or shotgun which is a multiple barrel weapon;
(h) a rifle which is a revolving cylinder weapon;
(i) a rifle which employs a fixed magazine with a capacity of

40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47 ten rounds or less;

(j) a shotgun which is a rimfire weapon that employs a tubular
magazine with a magazine capacity of six rounds or less;

48
49

(k) a rifle or shotgun which cannot employ a detachable
magazine or ammunition belt with a capacity greater than ten
rounds;

50
51
52

(1) a rifle or shotgun which has been modified so as to render
it permanently inoperable or so as to make it permanently a device
which may not appropriately be designated as an assault weapon;

53
54
55
56 or

(m) arifle or shotgun which is an antique or relic firearm, movie
prop or other weapon not capable of firing a projectile and not
intended for use as a functional weapon and which cannot be
readily converted through a combination of available parts into
an operable assault weapon.

57
58
59
60
61
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62 (3) “Large capacity ammunition belt”, a belt or strip which
63 holds move than ten rounds ofammunition to be fed continuously
64 into a semi-automatic rifle or shotgun or an ammunition belt
65 which can be readily converted into a large capacity ammunition
66 belt.
67 (4) “Large capacity magazine”, a box, drum, or other container
68 which holds more than ten rounds of ammunition to be fed
69 continuously into a semi-automatic rifle or shotgun or a magazine
70 which can be readily converted into a large capacity magazine.
71 (5) “Rifle”, a firearm of which the length of barrel is sixteen
72 inches or more, that is designed or has been redesigned, made or
73 has been remade to fire a fixed cartridge.
74 (6) “Semi-automatic”, capable of firing a shot with each depres-
-75 sion of the trigger without additional slide, bolt or other manual
76 action.
77 (7) “Shotgun”, a firearm of which the length of barrel is
78 eighteen inches or more which is designated or has been rede-
-79 signed, made or has been remade to fire a shotgun shell.
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