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Closing of
offices of stati

departments.

following section:— Section £4- All offices under the juris-

diction of any department of the state government shall be
open to the public for the transaction of business daily on
days other than Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays for

such hours, beginning not later than nine o'clock in the
forenoon and ending not earlier than five o'clock in the
afternoon, as may be set by the department head subject

to the approval of the commission on administration and
finance, except that, if the convenience of the public so

requires, any department head, subject to like approval,
may keep any office under his jurisdiction open on any
Saturday, not a legal holiday, from nine o'clock in the fore-

noon to twelve o'clock noon, and give any employee required

to work on Saturday equivalent time off without loss of

compensation. When the day or the last day for the per-

formance of any act, including the making of any payment
or tender of payment, authorized or required to be per-

formed at such an office falls on a Saturday, Sunday or

legal holiday, the act may be performed on the next succeed-
ing business day.

Approved June 4) 1946.

ChapA09 An Act providing for the application of certain laws
AFFECTING VETERANS AND THEIR ORGANIZATIONS TO THE
AMERICAN VETERANS OF WORLD WAR II, AMVETS, THE
MILITARY ORDER OF THE PURPLE HEART AND THE MARINE
CORPS LEAGUE.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Section forty-nine of chapter thirty-three of

the General Laws, as most recently amended by section one
of chapter two hundi-ed and seventeen of the acts of nineteen

hundred and forty-one, is hereby further amended by in-

serting after the word "States" in the thirty-third line the

words :— , and of the American Veterans of World War II,

AMVETS — Department of Massachusetts, — so as to read

as follows:— Section 49. Except as provided in section

fifty, no body of men, except the organized militia, the troops

of the United States, and the Ancient and Honorable Artil-

lery Company of Massachusetts, shall maintain an armory,
or associate together at any time as a company or organiza-

tion, for drill or parade with firearms, or so drUl or parade;

nor shall any city or town raise or appropriate money toward
arming, equipping, uniforming, supporting or providing drill

rooms or armories for any such body of men; provided, that

associations whoUy composed of soldiers honorably dis-

charged from the military service of the United States may
parade in public with arms, upon the reception of any regi-

ment or company of soldiers returning from said service, and
for escort duty at the burial of deceased soldiers, with the

written permission of the mayor of the city or selectmen of

the city or town where they desire to parade; that students

G. L. (Ter.
Ed.). 33, § 49,
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in educational institutions where military science is a pre-

scribed part of the course of instruction or members of

schools for military instruction conducted with the approval

of the commander-in-chief may, with the consent of the

commander-in-chief, drill and parade with firearms in pub-
he, under the superintendence of their instructors or teach-

ers; that foreign troops whose admission to the United
States has been consented to by the United States govern-

ment may, with the consent of the commander-in-chief,

drill and parade with firearms in pubhc; that any body of

men may, with the consent of the commander-in-chief, drill

and parade in public with any harmless imitation of fire-

arms approved by the adjutant general; that regularly or-

ganized posts of the Grand Army of the Republic, The
American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United
States and Jewish War Veterans of the United States, and
of the American Veterans of World War II, AMVETS—
Department of Massachusetts, regularly organized camps of

the United Spanish War Veterans, regularly organized de-

tachments of the Marine Corps League, and regularly organ-

ized chapters of the Yankee Division Veterans Association

and the Massachusetts State Guard Veterans and regularly

organized units thereof may drill and parade with firearms

in public, under the supervision of their duly authorized

officers; that the Kearsarge Association of Naval Veterans,

Inc., may at any time parade in pubhc theu- color guards of

not more than twelve men armed with firearms; that the

Society of Colonial Wars in the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, the Order of the Founders and Patriots of America,
the Massachusetts Society of the Sons of the American
Revolution, the Society of the Sons of the Revolution in the

Commonwealth of Massachusetts, The Society of the War
of 1812 in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts (Incorpo-

rated), and regularly organized branches of any of said

societies, may at any time parade in public their uniformed
color guards of ten men with firearms ; that regularly organ-
ized camps or other duly organized units of the Sons of

Union Veterans of the Civil War may at any time parade in

pubhc their color guards, escorts, and firing parties with
firearms, but no such camp or other organized unit shall at

any time so parade more than sixteen men; that any or-

ganization heretofore authorized by law may parade with
side-arms; and that any veteran association composed
wholly of past members of the militia of the commonwealth
may maintain an armory for the use of the organizations of

the militia to which its members belonged; provided, that

such drill or parade is not in contravention of the laws of

the United States.

Section 2. Clause (12) of section five of chapter forty g. l. (Ter.

of the General Laws, as most recently amended by chapter ^to'^'ameid^
ninety-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-three,

is hereby further amended by inserting after the word
"States" in the twenty-second line the words:— , and of
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Appropriations
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the American Veterans of World War II, AMVETS— De-
pai'traent of Massachusetts, — so as to read as follows:—

(12) For erectmg headstones or other monuments at the
graves of persons who served in the war of the revolution,

the war of eighteen hundred and twelve, the Seminole war,
the Mexican war, the war of the rebellion or the Indian wars
or who served in the military or naval service of the United
States in the Spanish American war or in World war I or in

World war II, or who served in the military service of the
commonwealth in time of war; for acquiring land by pur-
chase or by eminent domain under chapter seventy-nine,

purchasing, erecting, equipping or dedicating buildings, or

constructing or dedicating other suitable memorials, for the

purpose of properly commemorating the services and sacri-

fices of persons who served as aforesaid; for the decoration

of the graves, monuments or other memorials of soldiers,

sailors and marines who served in the army, navy or marine
corps of the United States in time of war or insurrection and
the proper observance of Memorial Day and other patriotic

hohdays under the auspices of the following:— local posts

of the Grand Army of the Repubhc, United Spanish War
Veterans, The American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars
of the United States and Jewish War Veterans of the United
States, and of the American Veterans of World War II,

AMVETS— Department of Massachusetts, local chapters

of the Disabled American Veterans of the World War,
local units of the Massachusetts State Guard Veterans,

Kearsarge Association of Naval Veterans, Inc., local garri-

sons of the Army and Navy Union of the United States of

America, local chapters of the Massachusetts Society of the

Sons of the American Revolution, local detachments of the

Marine Corps League, local clubs of the Yankee Division

Veterans Association, local camps or other duly organized

units of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War or local

tents of The Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War,
and The Society of the War of 1812 in the Commonwealth of

Massachusetts (Incorporated); or for keeping in repair

graves, monuments or other memorials erected to the mem-
ory of such persons or of the firemen and policemen of the

town who died from injuries received in the performance
of their duties in the fire or police service or for decorating

the graves of such firemen and policemen or for other mem-
orial observances in their honor. Money appropriated in

honor of such firemen may be paid over to, and expended for

such purposes by, any veteran firemen's association or similar

organization.

Section 3. Section nine of said chapter forty is hereby
amended by striking out the first paragraph, as most recently

amended by section two of chapter two hundred and nine

of the acts of the current year, and inserting in place thereof

the following paragraph :
—

A city or town may for the purpose of providing suitable

headquarters for a post or posts of The American Legion
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and of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States

and for a chapter or chapters of the Disabled American
Veterans of the World War and for a post or posts of the
Jewish War Veterans of the United States and for a post

or posts of La Legion Franco-Americaine des Etats-Unis
d'Amerique, and for a chapter or chapters of the MiHtary
Order of the Purple Heart and for a detachment or detach-
ments of the Marine Corps League and for a post or posts of

the American Veterans of World War II, AMVETS— Depart-
ment of Massachusetts, lease for a period not exceeding five

years buildings or parts of buildings which shall be under
the direction and control of such post or posts, or chapter or

chapters, or detachment or detachments subject to regula-

tions made in cities by the mayor with the approval of the
council and in towns by vote of the town, and for said pur-
poses a town with a valuation of less than five million dollars

may annually appropriate not more than two thousand dol-

lars; a town with a valuation of five million dollars but not
more than twenty million dollars may annually appropriate
not more than three thousand dollars; a town with a valua-
tion of more than twenty million dollars but not more than
seventy-five million dollars may annually appropriate not
more than four thousand dollars; a town with a valuation
of more than seventy-five million dollars but not more than
one hundred and fifty million dollars may annually appro-
priate not more than five thousand dollars ; and a town with
a valuation of more than one hundred and fifty million dol-

lars may annually appropriate five thousand dollars for each
one hundred and fifty million dollars of valuation, or fraction

thereof. The city council of a city may, bj^ a two thirds vote,

appropriate money for armories for the use of the state militia,

for the celebration of holidaj^s, for the purpose of providing
or defraying the expenses of suitable quarters for posts of

the Grand Army of the RepubHc, including the heating and
lighting of such quarters, and for other Hke public purposes
to an amount not exceeding in any one year one fiftieth of

one per cent of its valuation for such year.

Section 4. Section seventy of chapter two hundred and g. l. (Xer.

sixty-six of the General Laws, as most recently amended by ftV.'amedJd'
section three of said chapter two hundred and nine, is hereby
further amended by inserting after the word "Legion" in

the twelfth line the words:— , the American Veterans of
World War II, AMVETS, — so as to read as follows:— Sec- unlawful use
tion 70. Whoever, not being a member of the Military of insignia.

Order of the Loyal Legion of the United States, the Grand
Army of the Republic, the Sons of Union Veterans of the
Civil War, the Woman's Relief Corps, the Union Veterans'
Union, the Union Veteran Legion, the Mihtary and Naval
Order of the Spanish-American War, the United Spanish
War Veterans, the American Officers of the Great War, the
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, the Military
Order of Foreign Wars of the United States, the Disabled
American Veterans of the World War, the Yankee Division
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Veterans' Association, The American Legion, the American
Veterans of World War II, AMVETS or the Marine Corps
League, wilfully wears or uses the insignia, distinctive ribbons

or membership rosette or button thereof for the purpose of

representing that he is a member thereof shall be punished

by a fine of not more than twenty dollars or by imprison-

ment for not more than one month, or both.

Approved June 4, 1946.

G. L. (Ter.
Ed.), 59, § 6.

etc., amended.

Exemption
from taxation
of certain
property used
for public
airport pur-
poses.

ChapAlO An Act relative to the exemption from taxation of
CERTAIN PROPERTY HELD BY A CITY, TOWN OR DISTRICT

IN ANOTHER CITY OR TOWN FOR PUBLIC AIRPORT PURPOSES.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section six of chapter fifty-nine of the General Laws is

hereby amended by striking out the first paragraph, as most
recently amended by chapter four hundred and forty of the

acts of nineteen hundred and forty-one, and inserting in

place thereof the following paragraph : — Property held by
a city, town or district, including the metropohtan water
district, in another city or town for the purpose of a water

supply, the protection of its sources, or of sewage disposal,

or of a public airport, if yielding no rent, shall not be hable

to taxation therein; but the city, town or district so holding

it shall, annually on July first, pay to the city or town where
it Hes an amount equal to that which such city or town
would receive for taxes upon the average of the assessed

values of the land, which shall not include buildings or other

structures except in the case of land taken for the purpose of

protecting the sources of an existing water supply, for the

three years last preceding the acquisition thereof, the valua-

tion for each year being reduced by all abatements thereon.

Any part of such land or buildings from which any revenue

in the nature of rent is received shall be subject to taxation.

Revenue received for the use of such areas of land within the

property so held for the purpose of a public airport as are

used for the take-off and landing of aircraft, including

runways and taxi strips, or for the use of buildings on such

property, which are used as a terminal or administration

building or for housing, servicing and repairing aircraft,

shall not be deemed to be rent or revenue in the nature of

rent within the meaning of this paragraph.
Approved June 4, 1946.

ChapAll An Act providing that state employees whose regu-
lar DAY OFF DUTY FALLS ON A HOLIDAY SHALL BE GIVEN
AN ADDITIONAL DAY OFF OR AN ADDITIONAL DAY's PAY.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

gj^.a^er. Section twenty-four A of chapter thirty of the General
§24A, etc.. Laws, inserted by chapter five hundred and sixty-five of
amended.

^j^^ ^^^^ ^£ nineteen hundred and forty-five, is hereby


