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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Two

An Act providing for a testimonial privilege betweenparent and
CHILD WITH REGARD TO CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATIONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 Section 20 of Chapter 233 of the Massachusetts General Laws
2 as appearing in the 1990 Official Edition is amended by inserting
3 after section 20K the following new section:
4 Section 20L. Privileged Communications; Parent and Child.
5 Except in a proceeding arising out of or involving a contract
6 made by parent and child or in any proceeding related to child
7 abuse or neglect, including incest, or in any proceeding related
8 to violence of one against the other, neither parent nor child shall
9 be compelled to testify as to confidential communication between

10 the parent and child in any court proceeding and in any proceeding
11 preliminary thereto and in legislative and administrative
12 proceedings.
13 Upon exercise of the privilege granted by this section, the judge
14 or presiding officer shall instruct the jury that no adverse inference
15 may be drawn.
16 The following words as used in this section shall have the
17 following meansings:
18 “Confidential Communication”, conversations and communi-
-19 cations are confidential if they are expressly made so, or if the
20 subject matter is such that the parent or child would probably
21 desire that the matter be kept confidential and providing the
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22 communication is not made to or in the presence of a third party
23 having the ability to comprehend its meaning.
24 “Parent”, the natural or adoptive mother or father of said child.
25 “Child”, the natural or adoptive son or daughter of said parent,
26 regardless of age.


