
HOUSE 2207
By Mr. Casey of Winchester, petition of David Gordon Wilson for

legislation to establish a curb-side parking meter system to be
administered by the Department of Revenue. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Two

An Act relative to the reduction of automobile congestion.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 New curb-side parking-meter systems shall be installed at all
2 places along roads and streets where parking is allowed and where
3 the demand for parking is greater than the number of available
4 places during at least an average of fifteen hours per week. These
5 parking-meter systems shall be capable of accepting paper or
6 credit cards or tokens; they shall also be capable of requiring
7 charges that vary with the time of day and the day of the week;
8 and for these charges and schedules to be adjusted by the parking
9 authorities.

10 The schedule of charges and times of day shall be adjusted
11 during the 90 days after introduction to bring about a situation
12 where at least ten percent of the parking places are free at all times,
13 on average. Thereafter adjustments to the charges and schedules
14 should be made every six months or whenever a major change
15 in the local parking situation (e.g., the opening or closing of a
16 parking facility) occurs. The fees shall be collected by the
17 Massachusetts Department of Revenue, or to an organization
18 under contract to do so, and shall be deposited in the
19 Transportation Improvements Trust Fund.
20 The owners and/or the operators of off-street parking facilities
21 within one-half mile of curb-side parking-meter systems having
22 a minimum of ten places in any one city or town shall pay a fee
23 equal to one-half the highest local curb-side parking charges for
24 every vehicle using their facilities, with a minimum fee equal to
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25 that given by one-quarter occupancy. These fees shall be paid to
26 the Massachusetts Department of Revenue by employers, schools,
27 universities, owners or operators of apartment houses, hotels,
28 restaurants, retail establishments, owners or operators of
29 commercial parking lots, and operators of parking lots of local,
30 state or federal government facilities.
31 The schedule for the introduction of the parking fees shall be
32 as follows: The Massachusetts Department of Revenue will ask
33 the chief executive of every city and town in Massachusetts to
34 carry out a survey of all affected parking places, to be completed
35 by April 15, 1992. The Department of Revenue, or such other
36 body contracted for the purpose, will select three towns, having
37 a combined population of at least 2% of that of Massachusetts,
38 for initial trial. A general request for proposals for the provision
39 of parking-meter systems will be published. The system having
40 the lowest life-cycle cost will be selected. These systems will be
41 installed in the three towns by December 31,1992 and shake-down
42 trials will take place (including the adjustment of parking fees and
43 schedules) until March 31, 1993. Fees will be charged to off-street
44 parking lots from April I, 1993. The Department of Revenue will
45 issue a report on the trials in the three towns by June 30, 1993,
46 with recommendations for improvements in hardware and in
47 operations. It will then proceed with implementation to the whole
48 Commonwealth by December 31, 1994.


