
HOUSE No. 2953
By Mrs. McKenna of Holden, petition of Mary Jane McKenna

relative to vaccinations of dogs and cats for rabies. Counties.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Two

An Act concerning rabies vaccinations for dogs and cats.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 136 A of chapter 140 of the Massachu-
-2 setts General Laws is hereby amended by adding the following
3 new definitions:
4 “Animal”, any live or dead mammal, domesticated or wild.
5 “Rabies Quarantine Area”, an area in which the risk of rabies
6 is greater than usual, such that there is risk of transmission to
7 people.
8 “Pet Shop”, any place at which animals not born and raised
9 on the premises are kept for the purposes of sale to the public.

10 “Commercial Kennel”, a kennel maintained as a business for
11 boarding or grooming dogs or cats for non-medical purposes.

1 SECTION 2. Section 136 A of chapter 140 of the Massachu-
-2 setts General Laws is hereby amended by striking the definition
3 of “Dog Officer” and inserting in place thereof the following new
4 definition:
5 “Animal Control Officer”, any officer appointed under said
6 sections to enforce the laws relating to animals.
7 The definition of “Keeper” in section 136 A of chapter 140 of
8 the Massachusetts General Laws is hereby amended by adding the
9 following new language at the end thereof: “or cat or other

10 domestic animal.”

1 SECTION 3. Chapter 140 of the Massachusetts General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out the words “dog officer”
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3 wherever they appear and inserting in place thereof the following
4 words: “animal control officer”.

1 SECTION 4. The first paragraph of section 137 of chapter 140
2 of the Massachusetts General Laws is hereby amended by adding
3 the following new language at the end thereof:—
4 If an owner or keeper fails to procure a license for a dog six
5 months of age or over, or when a dog becomes six months of age,
6 such owner or keeper shall pay the appropriate license fee specified
7 in section 139 of chapter 140 of the Massachusetts General Laws,
8 as amended by this act, and shall be charged a penalty of one dollar
9 for each month or fraction thereof the dog remained unlicensed.

1 SECTIONS. The third paragraph of section 137 of chapter 140
2 of the Massachusetts General Laws is hereby amended by striking
3 out the word “six” and inserting in place thereof the following
4 new word: —“three”.

1 SECTION 6. The last paragraph of section 137 of chapter 140
2 ofthe Massachusetts General Laws is hereby amended by striking
3 out the last sentence and inserting in place thereof the following
4 new language:
5 This section shall not apply where it is otherwise provided by
6 law, to a person having a kennel license, any dog which is imported
7 into the Commonwealth for exhibition purposes and which does
8 not remain in the Commonwealth longer than thirty days. Any
9 person may import from another state, any licensed dog with

10 collar, tag and rabies vaccination certificate, and keep the same
11 in the Commonwealth for not more than thirty days, without
12 complying with the provisions of this section.

1 SECTION 7. The first paragraph of section 137 A of chapter
2 140 of the Massachusetts General Laws is hereby amended in line
3 eight of said section by inserting after the words “thirty-seven C”
4 the following; “and one hundred and forty-five B”.

1 SECTION 8. Section 138 of chapter 140 of the Massachusetts
2 General Laws is hereby amended by adding the following new
3 paragraph:
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4 Any dog or cat imported into the Commonwealth shall be
5 accompanied by a certificate of health issued by a licensed,
6 accredited veterinarian, and approved by the proper livestock
7 sanitary official of the state of its origin, stating that such dog
8 or cat is free from symptoms of any infectious, contagious or
9 communicable disease, that such dog or cat is not from an area

10 under quarantine for rabies and that, after reasonable
11 investigation, such dog or cat has been found not to have been
12 exposed torabies within one hundred days prior to its importation
13 into this Commonwealth and that such dog or cat, if three months
14 of age or older has been vaccinated with rabies vaccine by an
15 accredited veterinarian not less than twenty-one days nor more
16 than twelve months prior to such importation. Any dog or cat
17 originating from a rabies quarantine area must have permission
18 from the Chief Veterinary Officer prior to importation into this
19 Commonwealth. A copy of such health certificate shall be
20 forwarded promptly to the commissioner of agriculture from the
21 livestock sanitary official of the state of origin. If such certificate
22 is unavailable in the state of origin then a similar examination
23 and certification shall be made within fourteen days of the arrival
24 of the animal in the Commonwealth. This paragraph shall not
25 apply to any animal which is imported into the Commonweatlh
26 for exhibition purposes and which does not remain in the
27 Commonwealth for more than thirty days. Any person may
28 import, from another state, any licensed dog or cat with collar
29 and tag, and keep the same in the Commonwealth for not more
30 than thirty days without complying with the provisions of sections
31 137 and 1458 of the Massachusetts General Laws.

1 SECTION 9. Section 138 A of chapter 140 of the Massachu-
-2 setts General Laws is hereby amended by striking the first
3 paragraph and inserting in place thereof the following new
4 language:
5 All dogs and cats brought or shipped into the Commonwealth
6 for commercial resale shall be inoculated against distemper not
7 more than thirty nor less than seven days before entry and shall
8 be accompanied by an official health certificate issued by an
9 accredited veterinarian and approved by the proper livestock

10 sanitary official of the state of its origin; provided, however, that
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11 said certificate shall also state that such dog or cat is free from
12 symptoms of any infectious, contagious or communicable disease,
13 that such dog or cat is not from an area under a quarantine for
14 rabies and that, after reasonable investigation, such dog or cat
15 has been found not to have been exposed to rabies within one
16 hundred days prior to its importation into this Commonwealth
17 and that such dog or cat, if three months of age or older has been
18 vaccinated with rabies vaccine by an approved veterinarian not
19 less than twenty-one days nor more than twelve months prior to
20 such importation. Any dog or cat originating from a rabies
21 quarantine area must have permission from the Chief Veterinary
22 Officer prior to importation into this Commonwealth. A copy of
23 such certificate shall be sent to the commissioner of agriculture.
24 If such certificate is unavailable in the state of origin then a similar
25 examination and certification shall be made within fourteen days
26 of the arrival of the animal in the Commonwealth. This section
27 shall not apply to any dog or cat which is imported into the
28 Commonwealth for exhibition purposes and which does not
29 remain in the commonwealth for more than thirty days. Any
30 person, firm or corporation may import, from another state any
31 licensed dog or cat with collar and tag, and keep the same in this
32 commonwealth for not more than thirty days without complying
33 with the provisions of sections 137 and 1456 of chapter 140 of
34 the Massachusetts General Laws.

1 SECTION 10. Section 139 of chapter 140 of the Massachusetts
2 General Laws is hereby amended by striking out the first two
3 sentences and inserting in place thereof the following new
4 langage:
5 The fee for every license shall, except as otherwise provided,
6 be the sum of three dollars for each neutered male or spayed
7 female and the sum of five dollars for every unneutered male or
8 unspayed female. If the town clerk or, in Boston, the police
9 commissioner, is satisfied the certificate of the veterinarian who

10 spayed or neutered the dog can not be obtained, he may accept
11 in lieu thereof a statement signed under the penalties of perjury
12 by a veterinarian registered and practicing in the commonwealth,
13 describing the dog and stating that he has examined such dog and
14 that it appears to have been, and in his opinion has been, spayed
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15 or neutered and thereby deprived of the power of propagation or
16 a receipt of a bill from the veterinarian who performed the
17 operation that spayed or neutered such dog.

1 SECTION 11. Chapter 140 of the Massachusetts General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out the first paragraph of
3 section 1458 and inserting in place thereof the following new
4 language:
5 On or before (date) the town clerk, or the Police Commissioner
6 for the city of Boston shall post a notice that on and after (date),
7 the owner or keeper of a dog or cat of the age of three months
8 or over shall be required to have such dog or cat vaccinated against
9 rabies and submit proof of such vaccination in order to obtain

10 a license for such dog and proof of vaccination shall be a certificate
11 issued by a veterinarian.
12 The Commissioner of the Department of Public Health shall
13 prepare a rabies information sheet. On or before (date) the Chief
14 Veterinary Officer shall supply each town clerk or, in Boston, the
15 Police Commissioner, and the dog officer of each municipality,
16 with the information sheet for distribution to the owners or
17 keepers of dogs during the licensing period ending (date).
18 Any owner or keeper of a dog or cat of the age of three months
19 or over, shall have such dog or cat vaccinated against rabies. Any
20 animal vaccinated prior to one year of age or receiving a primary
21 rabies vaccine at any age shall be considered protected for only
22 one year and shall be given a booster vaccination one year after
23 the initial vaccination and shall be vaccinated at least every three
24 years thereafter. Those animals revaccinated after one year of age
25 shall be given booster vaccinations at least every three years
26 thereafter. Proof of vaccination shall be a certificate issued by a
27 licensed veterinarian in accordance with the provisions of section
28 1458 as amended by this act.

1 SECTION 12. The second paragraph of section 1456 of
2 chapter 140 of the Massachusetts General Laws is amended by
3 striking out the word “six” and inserting in place thereof the
4 word: “three”.
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1 SECTION 13. Section MSB of chapter MO of the Massachu-
-2 setts General Laws is amended by striking out the third paragraph
3 and inserting in place thereof the following new language;
4 A certificate submitted to a town clerk or, in Boston, the Police
5 Commissioner, in accordance with the provisions of section 137
6 of chapter 140 of the Massachusetts General Laws, of rabies
7 vaccination shall be a form approved by the Chief Veterinary
8 Officer containing the following information: The name and
9 address of the owner of the animal; a description of the animal

10 vaccinated that includes the species, breed, age, color or markings
11 and sex of such animal; the date of the vaccination, the duration
12 of the immunity provided by the vaccination, the type of vaccine
13 used, the producer of the vaccine, the vaccine serial number and
14 the route of the vaccine; the rabies tag number and the signature
15 and license number of the veterinarian administering the
16 vaccination. Such certificate shall be the official proof of
17 vaccination submitted to a town clerk or, in Boston, the Police
18 Commissioner, in accordance with the provisions of section 137
19 of chapter 140 of the Massachusetts General Laws.
20 The owner or keeper of a dog or cat shall keep a certificate,
21 or copy thereof, stating that such animal has been vaccinated
22 against rabies and shall make such certificate or copy available
23 to any animal control officer of any municipality for inspection.

1 SECTION 14. Chapter 140 of the Massachusetts General
2 Laws is hereby amended by inserting after section MSB the
3 following new section;
4 Section MSC: Any veterinarian who administers rabies
5 vaccinations to dogs and cats shall supply rabies vaccination tags
6 and certificates of vaccination as required by section MSB of
7 chapter 140 of the Massachusetts General Laws, as amended by
8 section 13 of this act, and shall issue such tags and certificates
9 to all dogs and cats vaccinated for rabies. The tag shall be of metal
10 and embossed with the year of issue, name and address of the
11 issuing veterinarian and be serially numbered. The serial number
12 shall be recorded on the vaccination certificate. The tag shall be
13 of a size, color and shape that is plainly visible from a reasonable
14 distance for the purposes of inspection by a dog officer of a
15 municipality. The tag shall be distinguishable from a dog license
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16 tag and shall be securely attached to the collar or harness of the
17 dog in the same manner as provided for license tags or plates in
18 section 137 of chapter 140 of the Massachusetts General Laws.
19 The veterinarian that has vaccinated such animals shall maintain
20 a sequential record of the rabies tag serial numbers and
21 corresponding owners’ names for all vaccinated dogs and cats for
22 a period of three years.

1 SECTION 15. Chapter 140 of the Massachusetts General
2 Laws is hereby amended by adding after new section 145C, as
3 created by this act, the following new section:
4 Section 145D. The director of health or board of health of any
5 municipality in the Commonwealth, or any veterinarian, shall,
6 within twenty-four hours after having received information of the
7 existence or supposed existence within such municipality, of the
8 infectious disease known as rabies, give notice thereof to the
9 Commissioner of the Department of Public Health, who shall

10 make immediate investigation and the commissioner may make
11 such orders for the adequate confinement, control or destruction
12 of any dog or any domestic animal, as he deems necessary to
13 prevent the spread of rabies and to protect the public therefrom.
14 If such investigation indicates the advisability of vaccination of
15 all dogs and cats in such a municipality, county or area the
16 commissioner may so order and he shall provide for such
17 vaccination. The animal owner shall pay for the biologic and the
18 Commonwealth shall pay for the administration of the vaccine
19 by a licensed veterinarian. Notice of such orders shall be given
20 by the commissioner by advertising the same in a newspaper
21 having a circulation in each municipality in the area affected by
22 the commissioner’s order, and mailing a copy thereof to the town
23 clerk or, in Boston, the police commissioner, of each town not
24 less than five days before the orders take effect. Each such town
25 clerk or, in Boston, the police commissioner, on receipt of such
26 copy shall give, at the expense of the town, such further notice
27 as, in his opinion, is necessary to notify the inhabitants of the town
28 of the provisions of such orders. Any person who fails to comply
29 with any order made under the provisions of this section shall be
30 fined not more than one hundred dollars. The commissioner, the
31 dog control officer may quarantine any dog or animal, in a public
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32 pound, veterinary hospital, or kennel approved by the
33 commissioner for such purpose or other building approved by the
34 commissioner for such purpose, if such animal is rabid or
35 suspected of being rabid, or has been bitten by, or has been in
36 contact with, a rabid animal. Any suspected or confirmed case
37 of rabies shall be reported to the commissioner by a local director
38 of health or board of health or any veterinarian within twenty-
-39 four hours of receipt of such information.

1 SECTION 16, Section 156 of chapter 140 of the Massachusetts
2 General Laws is hereby amended by striking said section and
3 inserting in place thereof the following new section;
4 Section 156. Any person who is bitten, or shows visible
5 evidence of attack by any dog or cat, when such person is not
6 upon the premises of the owner or keeper of such dog or cat, may
7 kill such dog or cat during such attack or make complaint to the
8 animal control officer of the municipality and any person may
9 kill a dog or cat found out of the enclosure of its owner or keeper

10 and not under his immediate care in the act of worrying, wounding
11 or killing persons, livestock or fowls or make complaint to the
12 animal control officer of the municipality and such animal control
13 officer shall immediately make an investigation of such complaint.
14 If such animal control officer finds that such person has been
15 bitten or so attacked by such dog or cat when such person was
16 not on the premises of the owner or keeper of such dog or cat,
17 such animal control officer shall quarantine such dog or cat in
18 a public pound or order the owner to quarantine it in a veterinary
19 hospital or a kennel approved by the Commissioner of the

20 Department of Public Health for such purpose: when any dog or
21 cat has bitten a person on the premises of the owner or keeper
22 of such dog or cat, the animal control officer may quarantine such
23 dog or cat on the premises of the owner or keeper of such dog
24 or cat. The commissioner or animal control officer may make any
25 order concerning the restraint or disposal of any biting dog or
26 cat as he deems necessary. Notice of any such order shall be given
27 to the person bitten by such dog or cat within twenty-four hours.
28 The owner shall pay five dollars per day for the board of such
29 dog or cat while it is quarantined in a public pound in addition
30 to any other legal fees that may be due. On the fourteenth day
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31 of such quarantine said dog or cat shall be examined by the
32 commissioner or someone designated by him to determine
33 whether such quarantine shall be continued or removed.
34 Whenever any quarantine is ordered under the provisions of this
35 section, notice thereof shall be given to the commissioner and to
36 the person bitten or attacked by such dog or cat within twenty-
-37 four hours. Any person owning or harboring such dog or cat who
38 fails to comply with such order shall be fined fifty dollars or
39 imprisoned not more than thirty days or both. Such fine shall be
40 increased by twenty dollars per week of noncompliance. If an
41 owner or keeper fails to comply with a quarantine or restraining
42 order made pursuant to this section the animal control officer of
43 a municipality may seize the dog or cat of such owner or keeper
44 to ensure compliance and the owner or keeper shall be responsible
45 for any expenses resulting from such seizure. Any person
46 aggrieved by an order of any animal control officer may appeal
47 to the commissioner, who after investigation may affirm, modify
48 or revoke such order as he deems proper. Any dog owned by a
49 police agency of the Commonwealth or any of its political
50 subdivisions is exempt from the provisions of this section when
51 such dog is under the supervision, care and control of an assigned
52 police officer, has been vaccinated annually and is subject to
53 routine veterinary care.
54 Any person who kills any dog or cat in accordance with the
55 provisions of this section shall not be held criminally or civilly
56 liable for cruelty to the dog or cat unless it shall be shown that
57 he intended to be cruel to the dog or cat, or that he acted with
58 a wanton and reckless disregard for the suffering of the dog or
59 cat. Prompt killing of a wounded dog or cat, or a prompt report
60 to the owner or keeper of the dog or cat, or the animal control
61 officer, of the wounding of the dog or cat, shall be considered
62 evidence of sufficient regard for the suffering of the dog or cat.
63 The owner of any dog or cat which has bitten or attacked a
64 person may authorize such dog or cat to be humanely euthanized
65 by a licensed veterinarian at any time before the end of the
66 fourteenth day of quarantine pursuant to this section. Any such
67 dog or cat so euthanized prior to the end of the fourteenth day
68 of quarantine shall be examined for rabies by the department of
69 Public Health or any other research institution authorized by the
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70 department of public health to perform rabies examinations. The
71 veterinarian performing the euthanasia shall be responsible for
72 ensuring that the head of the euthanized animal is delivered by
73 him or his designated agent within forty-eight hours to the
74 appropriate research institution for rabies examination.

1 SECTION 17. Section 158 of chapter 140 of the Massachusetts
2 General Laws is hereby amended by adding at the end thereof the
3 following new langage:
4 Such police officer, constable or animal control officer that kills
5 a dog or cat under the provisions of this section shall be
6 responsible for ensuring that the head of such dog or cat is
7 delivered by him or his designated agent within forty-eight hours
8 to the appropriate designated research institution for rabies
9 examination.

1 SECTION 18. Section 160 of chapter 140 of the Massachusetts
2 General Laws is hereby amended by striking out said section and
3 inserting in place thereof the following new section:
4 Section 160. The county commissioners of any county, the
5 mayor of any city, the selectmen of any town, or their agents
6 thereto authorized in writing, may, after written notice to the
7 owner or keeper, enter on the premises of the owner or keeper
8 of any dog or cat known to them to have worried or killed livestock
9 or fowls, and then and there kill such dog or cat and be responsible

10 for ensuring that the head of such dog be delivered to the
11 designated research institution for rabies examination; provided,
12 however, that such owner or keeper whose premises are thus
13 entered for the said purpose shall give a bond in the sum of two
14 hundred dollars, with sufficient sureties, approved by the county
15 commissioners, conditioned that the dog or cat shall be restrained
16 for twelve months next ensuing. And if the owner or keeper of
17 the dog or cat declares his intention to give such bond, the
18 selectmen, chief of police or county commissioner, as the case may
19 be, or his or their agents, shall allow him seven days, exclusive
20 of Sundays and holidays, in which to procure and prepare the
21 same and to present it to them, or to file it with the clerk of the
22 town where the said owner or keeper resides.
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1 SECTION 19. Any person owning, keeping or harboring a dog
2 or cat or maintaining a kennel who violates any provision of this
3 act for the violation of which no other penalty is provided, or any
4 regulation legally made and published for restraining or
5 destroying dogs or cats, shall be fined not less than two hundred
6 nor more than five hundred dollars or imprisoned not more than
7 thirty days or both. No commercial kennel shall board any cat
8 nor shall any commercial grooming facility groom or care for any
9 cat unless the owner of the cat presents a certificate of vaccination

10 as required by this act. No veterinarian shall care for any dog or
11 cat that has not been vaccinated for rabies unless the veterinarian
12 is treating a medical emergency or that the administration of a
13 rabies vaccine would be harmful to the dog or cat. Veterinarians
14 caring for unvaccinated dogs or cats, not under a medical
15 emergency or when a vaccine would prove harmful to such dogs
16 or cats, shall be required to administer a rabies vaccine to all such
17 dogs or cats that fall under the provisions of this act. Animal
18 control officers and all prosecuting officers shall diligently inquire
19 after, and prosecute for, any violation of any provision of this
20 chapter, and the commissioner shall, upon the complaint of any
21 person that such officer is dilatory or negligent in the performance
22 of his duties concerning the enforcement of any such provision,
23 take such action as he deems necessary to secure such
24 enforcement.
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