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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Two

An Act relative to the creation of a commission to investigate

AND STUDY COMPUTER CRIME.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. The general court hereby finds and declares as
2 follows:
3 1. The development of computer technology has resulted in the
4 concomitant proliferation of computer crime and other forms of
5 unauthorized access to computers, computer systems and
6 computer data.
7 2. This technology has also given rise to new communication,
8 privacy and property interests of importance to individuals,
9 business and state and local governments in the commonwealth.

10 3. The protection of the integrity of computer systems is vital
11 to the health, welfare, safety and prosperity of individuals and
12 businesses in the commonwealth.
13 4. The integrity of computer systems must be protected in a
14 manner that does not unlawfully infringe on the fundamental
15 rights of the users of computer technology, including freedom of
16 speech and association and privacy, and does not impede
17 legitimate use of computer systems.

1 SECTION 2. There is hereby established a study commission
2 on computer technology and law. The commission shall consist
3 of nineteen members who shall serve without compensation.
4 Notwithstanding any provision of section six of chapter two
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5 hundred and sixty-eight A to the contrary, the committee shall
6 consist of the attorney general or his designee, who shall be
7 chairman, the secretary of the executive office of economic affairs
8 or his designee, the senate chair ofthe jointcommittee on criminal
9 justice, the house chair of the joint committee on criminal justice

10 and fifteen persons appointed by the governor, one of whom shall
11 be a representative from each of the following organizations to
12 be selected from a list of recommendations provided by that
13 organization; the Massachusetts Computer Software Council, the
14 Massachusetts High-Tech Council, the Massachusetts Bar
15 Association, the Boston Bar Association, the state council of the
16 AFL-CIO, and the Boston Computer Society, one representative
17 of the computer hardware industry, one representative from the
18 financial services industry, one representative of the telecommun-
-19 ications industry, one major commercial user, two district
20 attorneys or their designees, one chief of police of a city or town
21 in the commonwealth, one representative from an institution of
22 higher education and one representative with expertise in the
23 defense of civil liberties in the commonwealth.
24 Said commission shall investigate the legitimate communica-
-25 tion, privacy, law enforcement and property interests of
26 individuals, businesses and governmental entities within the
27 commonwealth implicated by the new computer technologies and
28 shall evaluate the sufficiency of existing Massachusetts law to
29 protect and preserve those interests.
30 Said commission shall report to the general court the results
31 of its investigation and study, and its recommendations, if any,
32 together with drafts of legislation to carry its recommendations
33 into effect, by filing its report with the clerk of the house of
34 representatives and with the clerk of the senate on or before
35 December 1, 1992.
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