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Chap. 592 An Act to facilitate and encourage the providing of
HOMES DURING THE PRESENT EMERGENCY.

preambi"''^
TT'^/iercas, An acute shortage of housing exists in the Com-

monwealth and on account of such shortage many veterans
of World War II and other inhabitants of the Commonwealth
are unable to obtain homes for themselves and their families

and this shortage is likely to continue for a substantial period
of time; and inability to obtain adequate shelter will cause
suffering and disease among such veterans and their families

and other inhabitants unless such shortage is relieved at once,

therefore this act is declared to be an emergency law, neces-

sary for the immediate preservation of the public health and
convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. It is hereby declared that at the conclusion of

active hostilities in World War II almost all of the dwelling

places in this commonwealth were already being used to the

extent of their capacity; that on the conclusion of the war
many thousand inhabitants of this commonwealth were hon-
orably discharged from military and naval service and re-

turned to this commonwealth expecting to resume their

accustomed life here but found no suitable dwelling places

available for them; that on this account serious overcrowd-
ing has occurred which is detrimental to the comfort, safety

and health of such discharged soldiers and sailors and their

families and of the public generally; that on account of a
nation-wide shortage of building materials it has been found
impossible to alleviate this shortage within a reasonable time
through the ordinary operations of private enterprise; that

the government of the United States has established priorities

for building materials to be used for constructing, altering or

remodelling dwelling places; that there are many suitable

sites for such dwelling places which cannot lawfully be used
for such purpose and many large single family dwelling

houses and other large buildings which cannot lawfully be
remodelled for such purposes, because of the zoning ordi-

nances and by-laws and building codes, ordinances and
by-laws applicable to the districts in which such sites and
buildings are located ; that there are manj*" instances in which
a literal enforcement of the provisions of such codes, ordi-

nances or by-laws would involve substantial hardship to one
or more veterans and their families and other inhabitants

and where substantial relief might be granted without sub-

stantial detriment to the public good and without sub-

stantially derogating from the intent and purpose of such
ordinance or by-law ; and that a waiving of some of the literal

requirements of such codes, ordinances and by-laws in appro-

priate cases during the present emergency will be for the good
and weKare of the commonwealth.
Section 2. During the period of the present emergency,

which, unless changed by the general court, shall be deemed
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to extend for a period of two years from the effective date of

this act, a board of appeals of a city or town referred to or

appointed under section thirty of chapter forty of the Gen-
eral Laws may grant a variance with respect to a particular

parcel of land from the terms of an ordinance or by-law
adopted under section twenty-five of said chapter forty under
the following circumstances and conditions:

(1) That the application relates to the alteration of a
building containing a dwelling place or dwelling places.

(2) That the variance relates to the alteration of an exist-

ing building so that it may accommodate more families, and
that the cubical content of the building and its width, length
and height shall not be substantially increased, and its ex-

terior shall be changed as little as possible.

(3) That the variance may be granted without substantial

detriment to the public good and without substantially der-

ogating from the intent and purpose of such ordinance or

by-law.

(4) That the variance be granted without discrimination
among applicants and as far as possible in accordance with
the principles set forth in the fourth paragraph of section

twenty-five of said chapter forty.

Section 3. There shall be a board to be known as the
emergency housing commission, to serve during the present
emergency, as defined in section two, under the governor
and council and to be subject to such supervision as

the governor and council shall deem necessary and proper,

consisting of five members, namely:— a chairman to be ap-
pointed by the governor with the advice and consent of the
council; the chairman of the state board of housing; the
chairman of the state planning board; the commissioner of

labor and industries; and the commissioner of public safety.

Upon appeal by any person aggrieved by the refusal of a
board of appeals of a city or town referred to or appointed
under section thirty of chapter forty of the General Laws, or

similar provisions of a special law, or any board of appeals
under a local building ordinance or by-law or a building code,

to reverse any order or decision of any inspector of buildings
or other administrative official having similar duties, to de-
cide in favor of the applicant on any matter upon which such
board of appeals is required to pass, or to effect any variance
in the application of any such ordinance, by-law or code, the
emergency housing commission by an affirmative vote of four
of its members may reverse such order or decision, decide in

favor of such applicant or effect any such variance. The
determination of the emergency housing commission under
this section shall be final.

Section 4. The emergency housing commission shall have
such powers as may be necessary to permit it to expedite the
construction of dwelling places of all types in the common-
wealth, with special priority to the needs of veterans, and to
insure an equitable flow into the conmionwealth of such
building materials as may be in short supply; provided, that
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said commiBsion shall not have the power to alter, amend or

repeal any law of the commonwealth relative to the con-
struction or alteration of buildings or other structures, ex-

cept building codes, so called. The emergency housing com-
mission may appoint a secretary, who may be one of its

members, and may, subject to appropriation, employ such
officers, agents and employees as may be necessary to assist

it in the performance of its functions and shall determine
their salaries. The members of the commission shall be
reimbursed for expenses incurred in the performance of their

duties. There shall be paid to such members of the commis-
sion who do not receive an annual salary from the common-
wealth the sum of twenty dollars for every day spent in the

performance of their duties and twenty-five dollars in the
case of the chairman; provided, that the sum paid hereunder
to any member other than the chairman shall not in any
year exceed twenty-five hundred dollars and in the case of

the chairman three thousand dollars. Such compensation
shall be in addition to any other compensation received from
the commonwealth by any member of the commission; pro-

vided, that no compensation shall be paid for services under
this act on any day with respect to which such member is

compensated by the commonwealth for services performed
under any other provision of law.

Section 5. Section two of this act shall become operative

in any city or town upon the acceptance thereof in a city by
the mayor or city manager, with the approval of the city

council, and in a town by the selectmen.

Approved June 14, 1946.

Chap.59S An Act relative to the salaries of court officers in

ATTENDANCE UPON THE SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT IN

SUFFOLK COUNTY.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Ed
)' 22"

§ 73 Section 1. Section seventy-three of chapter two hundred
etc., 'amended!' and twenty-one of the General Laws, as most recently

amended by section one of chapter four hundred and twenty-
seven of the acts of the current year, is hereby further

amended by striking out, in the second sentence, the words
"five hundred and twenty-eight" and inserting in place

thereof the words : — seven hundred and fifty, — so as to

Salaries of read as follows: — Section 73. Each officer in attendance
upon the superior court in Suffolk county who is appointed
under section seventy shall receive from said county in full

for all services performed by him such salary as shall be
fixed by the justices of said court, with the approval of the

justices of the supreme judicial court. Each officer in attend-

ance upon the supreme judicial court in said county shall

receive in full for all services performed by him such salarj^

as shall be fixed by the justices of the supreme judicial court,

of which salary seven hundred and fiftj'- dollars shall be paid

by the commonwealth and the remainder by said county.

certain court
officers.


