
HOUSE No. 3552
By Mr. Herren of Fall River, petition of Albert Herren relative to

the importation of Canadian electric power. Energy.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Two

An Act relative to the importation of electricity.

Be it enactedby the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 SECTION 1. The legislature finds and declares that: (a) The
2 original treaties between the United States and Canada dealing
3 with the exchange of electrical energy were basically designed to
4 provide for relatively equal exchanges between the two countries.
5 The first electric power transmission line was built at Niagara Falls
6 in 1901 to provide energy exchanges in time of great need. The
7 Canadian System at that time was almost exclusively hydro-
-8 electric. Therefore, it had great abundances of energy during the
9 spring thawand run-off. So that this excess or surplus of electricity

10 would not be wasted, it was imported into the United States. Then
11 in the late summer and fall when the water levels were low in
12 Canada, an almost equal supply was exported from the United
13 States in exchange for the amounts imported in the spring.
14 (b) More recent agreements involving Massachusetts utilities
15 and Canada call for greater and greater supplies of electrical
16 energy and longer term contracts based on the price of oil and;
17 (c) Massachusetts based utilities have begun, over the past
18 fifteen years, to encounter greater and greater delays obtaining
19 approvals for construction of new generating plants or expansion
20 of existing plants. Many of these Massachusetts Utilities have
21 turned to Canada where such delays are not nearly as extensive
22 and;
23 (d) Current agreements between Massachusetts utilities and
24 Canada include Hydro-Quebec Phase I (which began in 1986 and
25 will run through 1995) and Phase II (which will begin supplying
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26 additional Canadian power to Massachusetts in 1991 through the
27 year 2000). Under these agreements, Canada will supply
28 approximately 10% of the electric energy required by Massachu-
-29 setts by the year 1991 and;
30 (e) Canada and a number of Massachusetts utilities are
31 negotiating long term contracts to double or even triple the
32 amount of additional Canadian energy imported by Massachu-
-33 setts, over and above Hydro-Quebec Phase I and 11, and thereby
34 substantially increase our dependency upon Canadian energy
35 supplies and;
36 (!) These prospective long term agreements are serious threats
37 to the jobs and well being of Massachusetts workers in the utility
38 industry as well as to many thousands of other workers involved
39 in the construction field.
40 (g) The unrestricted importation of electricity produces the
41 same destruction of jobs as the importation of any other goods
42 manufactured outside the United States. Such unqualified
43 imports of electricity will destroy jobs throughout Massachusetts.
44 The fact that electricity is a manufactured product is too easily
45 forgotten. Yet U.S. dollars paid for imported electricity have just
46 as devastating an effect on the balance of payments problem as
47 dollars paid for any other imported product and;

1 SECTION 2. The Department of Public Utilities is hereby
2 instructed to strongly oppose any importation of Canadian
3 electricity beyond 10% of the state’s electric energy needs as a
4 substantial threat to jobs and further economic growth in
5 Massachusetts and our need for energy independence from foreign
6 sources.
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