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By Mr. Herren of Fall River, petition of Albert Herren and other

members of the General Court for legislation to improve radiological
emergency response planning for nuclear power plants. Energy.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Two.

An Act to improve radiological emergency response planning.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 639 of the acts of 1950, as added by section 24 of
2 chapter 796 of the acts of 1979, is hereby amended by striking
3 out section 2B and inserting in place thereof the following new
4 section:
5 Section 28. The director, with the approval of the secretary,
6 shall designate certain areas of the commonwealth as “nuclear
7 power plant areas”. For purposes of this section, said areas shall
8 consist of all communities located within a radius of ten miles of
9 a nuclear power plant, whether or not said plant is located within

10 the commonwealth. The director shall promulgate rules and
11 regulations with the approval of the secretary establishing
12 planning guidelines that shall be used as standards for developing
13 radiological emergency response plans for each community.
14 Appropriate protective actions for each community shall be based
15 on the needs of special populations, geography, road networks,
16 meteorology and distance the community is located from the
17 nuclear power plant. Planning guidelines shall include evaluation
18 criteria for determining the adequancy of these plans to protect
19 public health and safety.
20 Plans developed pursuant to this section shall include
21 provisions for adequate public education about emergency
22 response. Such public education shall include, at a minimum, an
23 annual information seminar for said area residents at which time
24 Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency shall disseminate
25 information concerning emergency response planning.
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26 Plans developed pursuant to this section shall also include
27 adequate training for emergency response personnel as follows:
28 1) Area directors shall notify local Emergency Management
29 directors of all training sessions held in local said areas. Local
30 directors shall notify emergency workers of date, location and
31 subject of each training session in his/her town and in area towns.
32 In the event that an emergency worker cannot attend a training
33 session in his/her town, the emergency worker may attend a
34 session held in another town in said areas. Area directors shall
35 be notified immediately by local directors of any vacancies in
36 emergency response personnel. Nuclear power plant operators
37 shall provide area directors with an active list of volunteers, what
38 training they have, and where deficiencies exist. Such list shall be
39 consolidated and forwarded to the emergency management
40 nuclear training director on a monthly basis.
41 2) The director, or whomever the director shall appoint, shall
42 also provide training in nuclear response preparedness for faculty
43 members and staff in said area schools. Such training shall occur
44 at annual teacher orientations or at a time the director deems
45 appropriate. The content of such training shall parallel, in a
46 summarized form, the information given to local emergency
47- workers except in those areas where evacuation procedures are
48 particular to each said area school. Faculty members and staff
49 shall also be informed of any local emergency worker training
50 session held within the said area and may attend such sessions
51 on a voluntary basis. The director, or whomever the director shall
52 appoint, shall prepare a presentation for students and attend each
53 school in said areas on an annual basis prior to November one
54 of each year. Such presentation shall provide information on
55 nuclear power and nuclear emergency response planning.
56 Area directors shall notify the director of any deficiencies in
57 bus transportation necessary for adequate evacuation. Letters of
58 agreement with bus companies shall be secured annually. Said
59 letters of agreement shall be uniform on a state-wide basis within
60 three months of the passage of this act.
61 Local Emergency Management directors and each area director
62 shall attend quarterly meetings at an emergency planning region.
63 Said meetings shall be held in a centralized location to be
64 determined by the director. The agenda will be chosen by the area
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65 director in consultation with the local directors and focus on areas
66 of mutual concern such as: traffic flow patterns, communications
67 network, cooperative transportation for persons with special
68 needs including school children, nursing home residents,
69 institutionalized patients, persons without twenty-four hour
70 access to a motor vehicle, inmates of correctional facilities, and
71 ambulatory hospital patients for whom transportation is safe.
72 Reports of said meetings shall be produced by each area director
73 and submitted to the director. The director will attend regional
74 meetings for each area on a biannual basis.
75 The director shall assist communities abutting the ten mile
76 emergency planning area which seek to establish a nuclear
77 response plan. Appropriations for implementation of nuclear
78 response plans for abutting communities shall be provided by the
79 said community requesting such plan. Upon invitation by the
80 director, local officials from communities of abutting areas may
81 attend regional quarterly meetings.
82 Plans developed pursuant to the sections provided in this act
83 at a minimum, meet the standards and requirements of regulations
84 promulgated by the United States Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
-85 sion relative to radiological emergency response planning.
86 Before final approval of said plans by the director and by the
87 secretary, a public hearing shall be held in accordance with section
88 two of chapter thirty A. The director shall also promulgate rules
89 and regulations with the approval of the secretary for development
90 and an annual review of state and local radiological emergency
91 response plans. These regulations shall provide for public
92 participation in the development and review of these plans,
93 including an annual public hearing in accordance with section 2
94 of chapter 30A.
95 Upon a determination by the Governor that the state and local
96 emergency response plans for a nuclear power plant are adequate
97 to protect public health and safety and his consequential
98 submission of such plans to the Federal Emergency Management
99 Agency for formal review and approval in accordance with

100 applicable provisions of federal law, the director shall thereafter
101 annually publish and release emergency public information to
102 local officials of each political subdivision within nuclear power
103 plant area preparedness and response plans which will permit the
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residents of said area to evacuate or take other appropriate
protective actions in the event of a nuclear accident. Copies of
such plans shall be made available to the public upon request for
a fee which is not to exceed the cost of (re)production.
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(a) Following a determination by the Governor that state and
local emergency response plans for a nuclear power plant are
adequate to protect the public health and safety, the director after
consultation with local officials shall also annually publish and
release emergency public information to the residents of nuclear
power plant areas. Such information shall include warning and
sheltering provisions, as well as provisions concerning evacuation
routes, reception areas, and other recommended actions for each
area.
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(b) If at any time following development and approval of state
and local plans, the governor determines that said plans are no
longer adequate to protect the public health and safety, he shall
notify the Federal Emergency Management Agency of the same
and the basis for his finding and shall direct the director to take
whatever steps are appropriate to correct the deficiency or, if the
governor determines that it cannot be corrected, to secure the
withdrawal of the plans.
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The director shall also commission a study to identify and assess
all non-residential buildings in Barnstable County suitable for use
as shelters in the event of a radiological emergency. The “National
Fallout Sheltering Study,” conducted by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency in nineteen hundred and seventy-nine shall
be reassessed to determine if buildings surveyed in such study
maintain safe and adequate sheltering in the event of aradiological
emergency. Said study pursuant to this section shall assess
buildings by square footage for capacity as well as for dosage
reduction measures. Said study shall be completed within one
calendar year of the passage of this act. A written report of the
results of said study shall be provided by the director to the Boards
of Selectmen of each political subdivision located in Barnstable
County, and to the House and Senate Chairs of the Joint
Committee on Energy.
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(a) Upon the conclusion of said sheltering study, the director
shall review the information provided by the sheltering study and
determine the context of information that shall be included in an
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143 emergency public information summary on the inside cover of
144 every telephone book in Barnstable County. Information on
145 sheltering in place shall also be provided in the public information
146 summary.

147 (b) The department of public utilities shall, pursuant to section
148 eighteen of chapter twenty-five, assess the owner of Pilgrim
149 Nuclear Power station for the costs directly or indirectly
150 associated with the sheltering study in Barnstable County. The
151 assessent for the sheltering study, described in this section, shall
152 not exceed one hundred thousand dollars and shall be collected
153 and deposited into an account administered by the Massachusetts
154 Emergency Management Agency.
155 Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency shall, on or
156 before January first, nineteen hundred and ninety-three, establish
157 an in-state toll free telephopne number which provides a daily
158 status report on each in-state nuclear power plant. Such status
159 reports, via a recorded message, shall provide the following
160 information: percentage of power the plants are operating at on
161 that day, gross number of kilowatt hours produced that year, and
162 a report on emissions (meeting or exceeding regulations that day).
163 Such report shall also provide emergency level information
164 pursuant to NUREG-0654.

This Document Has Been Printed On 100% Recycled Paper








