
HOUSE 4866
By Mrs. Cleven of Chelmsford (by request), petition of Mark Brown

for legislation to authorize the district courts to suspend medical and
dental licenses. Health Care.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Two.

An Act authorizing the district courts to suspend medical and
DENTAL LICENSES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or
2 special law to the contrary, any complaint or grievance
3 challenging the license of a physician or dentist duly registered
4 in the commonwealth, shall be heard by a justice of the district
5 court wherein the complainant lives, such complainant may
6 request and shall be granted a trial by a jury authorized to hear
7 cases in the district court department of the trial court.
8 At such trial, such evidence as the complainant may have
9 against the licensee may be presented and the board ofregistration

10 shall be notified of such complaint including the date of hearing
11 and may be heard and present any findings of their investigation
12 to the justice hearing the matter. The decision of the justice shall
13 be filed and subject to all appeals as provided for by law.

1 SECTION 2. Any physician or dentist duly licensed to practice
2 in the commonwealth who wilfully refuses or neglects to provide
3 appropriate care to a person, other than a person who has been
4 proven in the past to have not paid the specific doctor in question
5 for services proven to have been rendered by the specific doctor
6 in question, the license of that physician or dentist shall be
7 suspended for a period of not less than ten thousand dollars.
8 In addition, any physician or dentist who refuses or neglects
9 to provide appropriate care to any person who pays at the rates
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10 prescribed by Medicare, Medicaid or any other government
11 subsidized health care program will be subject to the same penalty
12 as aforementioned in this section.

1 SECTION 3. In all cases of medical malpractice, where the
2 defendant physician or dentist has been found to be negligent, the
3 justice hearing the matter shall forthwith suspend the license of
4 such physician or dentist. Whatever the verdict of the jury or judge
5 in the trial, said jury shall decide subsequent to the medical
6 malpractice trial whether to suspend the license of the defendant
7 physician or dentist. In such event the presiding justice will order
8 the suspension of said license in accordance with the decision of
9 the jury.


