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Public Safety. 5 F

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Two

An Act relative to the impoundment of registration plates.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 Chapter 90 is hereby amended by inserting after section 240
2 the following section:
3 Section 24P. (a) For purposes of this section the following
4 words shall have the following meanings:
5 “Violator”, a person who was driving, operating or in physical
6 control of the motor vehicle when the violation occurred.
7 “Violation”, a violation of subparagraph (1) of paragraph (a)
8 of subdivision (1) of section twenty-four or sections twenty-four
9 G or twenty-four L that results in the revocation of the driver’s

10 license of the person and includes an alcohol-related license
11 revocation from another state.
12 (b) The registrar shall issue a registration plate impoundment
13 order when the driver’s license of a person is revoked for a third
14 violation within five years or a fourth or subsequent violation
15 within ten years. The order shall require the impoundment of the
16 registration plates of the vehicle involved in the violation and all
17 vehicles owned by, registered, or leased in the name of the violator,
18 including vehicles registered jointly or leased in the name of the
19 violator and another. An impoundment order shall not be issued
20 for the registration plates of a rental vehicle which is rented for
21 a period of less than thirty days or a vehicle registered in another
22 state.
23 An impoundment order is effective when the registrar or a law
24 enforcement officer acting on behalf of the registrar notifies the
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25 violator or the registered owner of the vehicle of the intent to
26 impound and order of impoundment. Such notice shall advise the
27 violator of the duties and obligations set forth in subsection (d)
28 and of the right to obtain administrative and judicial review. The
29 notice to the registered owner who is not the violator shall include
30 the procedure to obtain new registration plates under subsec-
-31 tion (f). If mailed, the notice and order of impoundment is deemed
32 received three days after mailing to the last known address of the
33 violator or registered owner.
34 (c) On behalf of the registar, a law enforcement officer may serve
35 the notice of intent to impound and order of impoundment. If
36 the vehicle involved in the violation is accessible to the officer at
37 the time the impoundment order is served, the officer shall seize
38 the registration plates subject to the impoundment order. The
39 officer shall destroy all plates seized or impounded under this
40 section. The officer shall send to the registrar copies of the notice
41 of intent to impound and the order of impoundment and a notice
42 that registration plates impounded and seized under this section
43 have been destroyed. The officer shall issue a temporary vehicle
44 permit that is valid for seven days when the officer serves the notice
45 and order hereunder. The permit shall be in a form determined
46 by the registrar and whenever practicable shall be posted on the
47 left side of the inside rear window of the vehicle. A permit is valid
48 only for the vehicle for which it is issued.
49 (d) Within seven days after issuance of the impoundment notice,
50 a person who receives a notice of impoundment and impoundment
51 order shall surrender all registration plates subject to the
52 impoundment order that were not seized by a law enforcement
53 officer under subsection (c). Registration plates required to be
54 surrendered under this section shall be surrendered to the registry
55 of motor vehicles which shall destroy said plates.
56 (e) A violator may file a sworn statement with the registrar
57 within seven days of the issuance of an impoundment order stating
58 any material information relating to the impoundment order,
59 including that the vehicle has been sold or destroyed and supplying
60 the date, name, location, and address of the person or entity that
61 purchased or destroyed the vehicle. The registrar shall rescind the
62 impoundment order if the violator shows that the impoundment
63 order was not properly issued.
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(f) The registrar shall rescind the impoundment order if a person
subject to an impoundment order under this section, other than
the violator, files with the registrar an acceptable sworn statement
that the person:
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(1) is the registered owner of the vehicle from which the plates
have been impounded under this section;
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(2) is the current owner and possessor of the vehicle used in
the violation;
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(3) was not a passenger in the vehicle at the time of the violation;
and
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(4) knows that the violator may not drive, operate, or be in
physical control of a vehicle without a valid driver’s license.
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If the order is rescinded, the owner shall receive new registrtion
plates at no cost, if the plates were seized and destroyed.
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(g) At any time during the effective period of an impoundment
order a person may request in writing a review of the
impoundment order by the registrar. On receiving a request, the
registrar or his designee shall review the order, the evidence upon
which the order was based, and any other material information
brought to the attention of the registrar, and determine whether
sufficient cause exists to sustain the order. The registrar shall
report in writing the results of the review within fifteen days of
receiving the request. As a result of this review, the registrar may
authorize the issuance at no cost of new registration plates to the
registered owner of the vehicle if the registered owner’s license was
not revoked as the result of a violation.
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Any person aggrieved by a decision of the registrar may appeal
said decision in accordance with the provisions of chapter
thirty A.
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(h) If the driver’s license revocation that is the basis for an
impoundment order is rescinded, the registrar shall issue new
registration plates for the vehicle at no cost, when the registrar
receives an application that includes a copy of the order rescinding
the driver’s license revocation.
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(i) A violator or registered owner may apply to the registrar
for new registration plates, which shall bear a special series of
numbers or letters so as to be readily identified by traffic law
enforcement officers. The registrar may authorize the issuance of
special plates if:
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103 (1) a member of the violator’s household has a valid driver’s
license;104

(2) the registered owner is not the violator and the registered
owner has a valid driver’s license; or
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(3) a member of the registered owner’s household has a valid
driver’s license.
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The registrar may issue the special plates on payment of a fee
for each vehicle for which special plates are requested in an
amount to be determined by the commissioner of administration
pursuant to the provisions of section three B of chapter seven.
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(j) A registered owner may not sell a motor vehicle during the
time its registration plates have been ordered impounded or
during the time its registration plates bear a special series number,
unless:
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(1) the sale is for a valid consideration; and117
(2) the transferee does not reside in the same household as the

registered owner.
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The registrar may then transfer the title to the new owner upon
proper application and issue new registration plates.
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(1) Whoever fails to comply with an impoundment order under
this section, files a false statement under subsection (e) or (f),
operates a motor vehicle upon any way or place to which the
public has a right of access or upon any way or in any place to
which members of the public have access as invitees or licensees
when the vehicle is subject to an impoundment order issued under
this section or fails to notify the registrar of the impoundment
order when requesting new plates shall be punished by a fine of
not more than one thousand dollars or by imprisonment for not
more than two years, or both.
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