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By Mr. Lawless of Orleans, petition of Robert C. Lawless and Henri

S. Rauschenbach (by vote of the town) for legislation to authorize
the town of Orleans to adopt a certain by-law relative to the upgrading
of septic systems. Local Affairs. [Local Approval Received.]
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Two

An Act authorizing the town of Orleans to adopt a certain by-

law RELATIVE TO THE UPGRADING OF SEPTIC SYSTEMS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, asfollows:

1 The town of Orleans is hereby authorized to adopt a by-law
2 providing that said town may financially assist property owners
3 through a program to comply with the town’s requirements to
4 repair and/or upgrade private septic disposal systems. Where
5 there is a situation that the existing septic disposal system
6 constitutes a present or potential threat to human health, safety,
7 welfare or to the environment, the town will be authorized to use
8 public funds to assist property owners to fund improvements or
9 upgrades of their existing system. The use of this authority is

10 subject to appropriation of funds by a town meeting. This by-law
11 will further authorize the board of health to establish regulations
12 and guidelines governing the operation of this program.
13 The applicant for funding shall be required to submit an
14 application to the Board of Health by October 15th of each year.
15 The Board of Health shall establish guidelines of eligibility and
16 evaluate all applications with reference to said guidelines. The
17 applicant shall include the septic system plans and specifications,
18 designed by a licensed Civil or Sanitary Engineer or a Registered
19 Sanitarian. Said plans shall meet the minimum requirements for
20 the subsurface disposal of household wastewater as established
21 by the State Environmental Code (310, CMR 15.00), commonly
22 known as Title 5, or where stricter, the regulations adopted by
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23 the Orleans Board of Health. On approval of an application the
24 Board of Health shall submit the plans to the Board of Selectmen.
25 The Board of Selectmen shall obtain construction estimates
26 according to the scope of work outlined in the plans and
27 specifications submitted by the petitioner. The Board of
28 Selectmen shall hold a public hearing on the application after due
29 notice to the petitioner. The Board of Selectmen shall provide an
30 estimate of all costs to be levied against said petitioner, including
31 engineering, legal, construction, administration, interest and
32 other related expenses. Upon receipt of the approval of the
33 estimated costs by the property owner, the Board of Selectmen
34 shall vote the sum necessary from available funds. Town Meeting
35 is hereby authorized to appropriate annually sums of money to
36 be placed in a septage betterment account to be used for this
37 purpose. Upon funding approval, the Board of Selectmen shall
38 obtain bids in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 308 of
39 the General Laws. Within six (6) months after the construction
40 has been completed, the total costs shall be assigned to the
41 petitioner, and the time for payment, not to exceed ten (10) years,
42 shall be specified. The Board of Selectmen shall bill the property
43 owner on the next real estate tax bill and may accept settlement
44 in cash for the full amount within thirty (30) days, or shall bill
45 the property owner for the total cost to be divided over a period
46 of years, not to exceed ten (10), with interest to be computed at
47 the rate as set forth in Chapter 80 of the Massachusetts General
48 Laws, and the Town shall have a lien to secure payment in the
49 same manner as it acquires a lien for a betterment assessment
50 under Chapter 80.


