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To The Honorable House of Representatives:

Pursuant to Article LVI, as amended by Article XC, Section
3, of the Amendments to the Constitution of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, I am returning to you for amendment House Bill
526, entitled "An Act Increasing The Fines For Certain Criminal
Offenses."

I agree that the fines currently imposed for the offenses
enumerated in this bill do not adequately punish the offender.
Indeed, all fines currently imposed by the Commonwealth for
criminal offenses are outdated and inconsistent. For these
reasons the Attorney General, the Massachusetts District
Attorneys Association, the Massachusetts Chiefs of Police and I
proposed, as part of a consensus crime package, an across the
board increase in all criminal fines. Under this proposal an
individual convicted of a misdemeanor would be punished by a fine
of up to $lO,OOO and if convicted of a felony by a fine of up to
$50,000. Additionally, under our proposal, an organization
convicted of a misdemeanor would be punished by a fine of up to
$50,000 and if convicted of a felony by a fine of up to $250,000.

Piece meal increases in criminal fines have broadened the
inconsistencies in the Commonwealth's criminal statutes. Our
proposal will establish a more uniform standard for the
imposition of criminal fines which more adequately reflects tin
severity of the offense.

I therefore recommend that House 526 be amended by striking
all after the enacting clause and inserting in its place the
following:

SECTION 1. Chapter 279 of the General Laws, as appearing in
the 1990 Official Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after
section 1A the following new section:-

Section 18. Sentence of fine

(a) In general. A defendant who has been found guilty of
an offense, the punishment for which includes incarceration in a
house of correction or state prison, may also be sentenced to pay
a fine.
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(b) Fines for Individuals. Except as provided in
subsection (e) of this section, an individual who has been found
guilty of an offense may be fined not more than the greatest of:

(1) the amount specified in the law setting forth the
offense;

(2) the applicable amount under subsection (d) of this
section;

(3) for a felony, not more than $50,000; or

(4) for a misdemeanor not more than $lO,OOO.

(c) Fines for organizations. Except as provided in
subsection (e) of this section, an organization that has been
found guilty of an offense may be fined not more than the
greatest of:

(1) the amount specified in the law setting forth the
offense;

(2) the applicable amount under subsection (d) of this
section;

(3) for a felony, not more than $250,000; or

(4) for a misdemeanor, not more than $50,000

(d) Alternative fine based on gain or loss. If any person
derives pecuniary gain from the offense, or if the offense
results in pecuniary loss to a person other than the defendant,
the defendant may be fined not more than the greater of twice the
gross gain or twice the gross loss, unless imposition of a fine
under this subsection would unduly complicate or prolong the
sentencing process.

(e) Special rule for lower fine specified in substantive
provision ■ If a law setting forth an offense specifies no fine
or a fine that is lower than the fine otherwise applicable under
this section and such law, by specific reference, exempts the
offense from the applicability of the fine otherwise applicable
under this section, the defendant may not be fined more than the
amount specified in the law setting forth the offense.

Respectfully submitted.
(a)

William F. Weld
Governor


