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To The Honorable House of Representatives:

Pursuant to Article LVI, as amended by Article XC, Section
3, of the Amendments to the Constitution of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, I am returning to you for amendment House Bill
6116, entitled "An Act Establishing Sick Leave Banks For Certain
Employees Of The Commonwealth."

While I strongly support the compassionate objective and
intent of this legislation to enable employees of the Judiciary
and the Parole Board to help seriously ill fellow employees, I
believe that it must not be done at taxpayer expense. The
Commonwealth's taxpayers already provide state employees with
sick leave benefits far beyond those found in private industry
(15 days annually which can be accrued ad infinitum), and
additional disability insurance is available for employees to
purchase through payroll deductions.

In April of this year, we promulgated an executive order
which permits and directs the establishment of a catastrophic
illness bank in the Executive Office of each Secretariat.
Contributions of personal and vacation time can be made at any
time, or in connection with a specific request resulting from a
particular individual's illness or tragedy. With this authority,
employees of the Parole Board can immediately, and without the
need for legislation, contribute to a catastrophic illness sick
leave bank established by the Secretary of Public Safety.

I therefore recommend that House 6116 be amended by striking
all after the enacting clause and inserting in its place the
following:
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Notwithstanding any general or special law, rule or
regulation to the contrary, the Judiciary is hereby authorized
and directed to establish a sick leave bank for Delores Dupre, an
employee of the Supreme Judicial Court. Any employee of the
Judiciary may voluntarily contribute one or more of his personal
or vacation days to said bank for use by said Delores Dupre.

Respectfully submitted,

(J.t
William F. Weld
Governor
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