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Executive Department,
State House, Boston, July 13,

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

Chapter 874 of the Acts of 1965 authorized the Massachusetts
of Public Welfare and Public Health to enter into

agreements with the Department of Health, Education and Welfare
and other governmental bodies for the purpose of receiving federal
funds and assistance under the provisions of Public Law 89-97 of
1965, which includes what is popularly referred to as the Medicare
Law.

The Medicare legislation makes provision for special assistance
to those who have lost their sight, and it was the intent of the Federal
Government that state agencies for the blind should coordinate
this assistance.

In Massachusetts the primary responsibility for services to the
unsighted is provided by the Division of the Blind in the Depart-
ment of Education. The Division’s continuing concern and close
attention to programs for those who suffer visual defects is well-
known.

We have been informed that because the Division of the Blind
was not named in Chapter 874 as an appropriate agency to conti act
with the federal government under the Medicare Program, the
Social Security Administration has taken the position that we in-
tended to have the Welfare Department administer medicare bene-
fits for blind people. It has always been our intention that the
coordination of Medicate benefits for the blind should remain the
responsibility of the Division of the Blind. It is in this way that
the Commonwealth can continue most efficiently to design and

programs for the assistance of the sightless.
** The attached legislation would designate the Division of the

Blind as an appropriate state agency to administer the Medicare
program for its clients. I respectfully urge that you grant its pro-
visions your prompt approval.

Respectfully submitted,
JOHN A. VOLPI

C|)e Commontoealtb of Massachusetts

Governor of the Commonwealth
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Six.

An Act authorizing the division of the blind in the depart-

ment of education to enter into certain agreements for
the purpose of enabling the commonwealth to comply

WITH, AND BE ELIGIBLE FOR, CERTAIN ASSISTANCE AND FUNDS
UNDER THE SOCIAL SECURITY ACT.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to facilitate the eligibility of the
3 commonwealth to receive federal funds and assistance under
4 the provisions ofPublic Law 89-97 of 1965, therefore it is hereby
5 declared to be an emergency law, necessary'- for the immediate
6 preservation of the public welfare and convenience.

1 Section 1. Chapter 874 of the acts of 1965 is hereby amended
2 by striking out section 1 and inserting in place thereof the
3 following section:
4 Section 1. The departments of public welfare, public health
5 and the division of the blind in the department of education,
6 respectively, are hereby authorized to enter into agreementsNt

7 with the Department of Health, Education and Welfare or any
8 other federal authority, or any board, commission or agency of
9 the commonwealth or any political subdivision thereof, or any

10 private organization, for the
11 provisions of Public Law 89-
12 commonwealth to receive fei
13 Federal funds so received by s
14 be expended without specific
15 of the commissioners of public
16 director of the division of the
17 tion, respectively.

purpose of complying with the
97 of 1965 in order to qualify the
ieral funds available thereunder,
aid departments and division shall
appropriation under the authority
welfare and public health and the

blind in the department of educa-

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

Cl)t Commontoealtl) of Massachusetts
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Section 2. Chapter 574 of the acts of 1965 is hereby further
amended by striking out section 2 and inserting in place thereof
the following section:

1
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Section 2. Each of said departments and said division are
hereby further authorized to adopt such rules and regulations
and do all other things as may be necessary or desirable to im-
plement the purposes of said Public Law and to continue the
eligibility of the commonwealth for funds and assistance there-
under. The governor shall designate the provisions of said law
for which each of said departments and said division shall be
responsible.
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