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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Ninety-six.

AN ACT
To incorporate the Massachusetts Gas Company.

Be it enacted hy the Senate
in General Court assembled,

and House of Representatives
and hy the authority of the

same, as follows

1 Section 1. JohnM. Bailey, Frank Leake, J. Wilder,
2 H. E. McCoy, John L. Wellington, their associates and
3 successors, are hereby made a corporation, under the name
4 of the “Massachusetts gas company,” for the purpose
5 of manufacturing, buying, selling, dealing in, convey-
-6 ing, transporting and distributing gas for illuminating,
7 heating, cooking, chemical, mechanical and power pur-
-8 poses, and for such other purposes as may be incident
9 thereto, with all the powers and privileges and subject

10 to all the duties, restrictions and liabilities in general
11 laws which now are or may hereafter be in force appli-
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12 cable to gas companies, except as hereinafter expressly
13 provided. And all the rights, privileges and franchises
14 herein granted to do several things shall be construed
15 as granting the right, privilege or franchise to do any
16 or all of such things, and to do the same from time to
17 time, except as hereinafter provided.

1 Sect. 2. The ownership of the company shall be
2 evidenced by shares having no par value, but each share
3 representing an undivided interest in the corporation.
4 The company may from time to time issue bonds, and
5 secure the same by a mortgage of its franchise and prop-
-6 erty, including also property to be thereafter acquired.
7 No bonds shall be issued in excess of the value of the
8 property of the company, not including the franchise,
9 nor without first obtaining the approval of the board of

10 gas and electric light commissioners.
O C 5

1 Sect. 3. The company may, for the purposes afore-
-2 said and subject to the conditions hereinafter set forth, lay,
3 construct, maintain, repair and operate its pipe lines
4 and distributing systems in, along, through, under, across
5 or over any public or private ways, lands, water courses,
6 railroads, railways, canals, bridges or subways; and may
7 make such excavations and construct such works as may
8 be necessary for the laying, construction, maintenance,
9 repair, extension, operation and examination of such con-

-10 duits, pipes, manholes and other apparatus, machinery
11 and works: provided, however, that no conduit, pipe or
12 main shall be laid longitudinally along the location of
13 any railroad company without the consent of the directors
14 of such company; but the company may lay, construct,
15 maintain and operate its conduits, pipes or mains across

16 or under any such location at such times and under such
17 reasonable regulations and restrictions as the board of
18 railroad commissioners shall prescribe.
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1 Sect. 4. If the company shall desire for its pipe
2 lines the right to construct, maintain and operate the
3 same in the streets, lanes and highways of any city or
4 town, it shall petition the aldermen or selectmen there-
-5 for, stating the termini of such pipe line in such city
6 or town with as much particularity and certainty as
7 practicable, and stating the streets, highways and lanes
8 in which the company desires to locate such pipe line;
9 and the aldermen or selectmen shall grant that location,

10 or such other location in such streets, lanes and high--7 O

11 ways as they shall deem proper. In the event that said
12 aldermen or selectmen shall for a period of thirty days
13 refuse or neglect to grant a location, or if the company
14 is dissatisfied with the location granted, it may within
15 sixty days thereafter appeal to the board, who, after
16 such hearing and notice as they shall deem proper, shall
17 grant to the company reasonable locations between said
18 termini for such pipe line in the streets, lanes and
19 highways of said city or town. Upon the granting of
20 such locations by said aldermen, selectmen or board, the
21 right of the company to lay, construct, maintain and
22 operate such pipe lino in the location granted shall
23 become absolute without further permission of any pub-
-24 lie authority. Similar rights as to other pipe lines in
25 the same city or town may be procured by the company
26 in the manner aforesaid. The company may, upon
27 obtaining such locations, and subject to such reasonable
28 regulations and restrictions in respect to the manner
29 and time of conducting the work as said aldermen ox-
-30 selectmen shall prescribe, dig up and open the ground in
31 any of the streets, lanes and highways of said city ox-
-32 town so far as is necessary to accomplish the object of
33 the corporation; but such grant shall not affect the right
34 or remedy to recover damages for an injury caused
35 persons or property by the doings of the company. It
36 shall pxxt all such streets, lanes and highways which are
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37 opened by it in as good repair as they were when
38 opened, and upon failure so to do within a reasonable
39 time shall be deemed guilty of a nuisance.

1 Sect. 5. The company may purchase, lease or oper-
-2 ate the works, distributing system and other property of
3 any person, firm, corporation, town or city engaged in
4 the business of selling or distributing gas, or any portion
5 of such works, distributing system or other property,
6 upon such terms as may be mutually agreed upon and
7 approved by the board ; and such person, firm, corpora-
-8 tion, town or city may sell or lease any of its works,
9 distributing system or other property to the company as

10 aforesaid: provided, however, that in case of any such
11 purchase, lease or operating contract, the prices charged
12 by the company to individual consumers or for public
13 lights shall not thereafter exceed the prices ruling at the
14 time of such purchase, lease or operating contract.

1 Sect. 6. Any person, firm, corporation, town or
2 city engaged in the business of distributing gas may
3 purchase gas of the company and may contract with the
4 company for the purchase of gas for such term of years
5 and upon such terms and conditions as may be mutually
6 agreed to. The price to be charged by the company for
7 the gas thus furnished by it shall not exceed thirty-five
8 cents per thousand cubic feet delivered to the holder or
9 to the distributing system of such person, firm, corpora-

-10 tion, city or town.

1 Sect. 7. Subject to all the provisions of the general
2 laws now or hereafter in force relating to gas companies,
3 this company may lay, maintain and operate distributing
4 systems in any city or town. It shall have no right to
5 purchase any existing plant or gas company or any
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6 interest therein except three-quarters of the shares out-
-7 standing shall vote in favor of such purchase and the
8 terms thereof, and unless also three-quarters of the stock
9 outstanding in any company which, or an interest in

10 which, it is proposed to buy shall vote in favor of the
11 sale and the terms thereof. The votes being had as
12 aforesaid, the authority to purchase and sell as aforesaid
13 is conclusive.

1 Sect. 8. The price of gas, both fuel and illuminating,
2 shall be determined by the board of gas and electric
3 light commissioners.

I Sect. 9. This act shall take effect upon its passage








