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except in case of national emergency, unless he shall be be on state

eligible for federal recognition as a national guard officer

in the rank or grade to which he is to be assigned, detailed

or appointed.

Section 2. Nothing in this act shall affect the status of

officers on the state staff of the organized militia immediately
prior to the effective date of this act.

Approved May 3, 1947.

An Act revising the charter of the city of north
ADAMS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 148 of the acts of 1895 is hereby
amended by striking out section 4, as amended, and in-

serting in place thereof the following section: — Section 4-

The municipal election shall take place biennially on the

first Tuesday after the first Monday of November, beginning

with the year nineteen hundred and forty-nine. The munici-

pal year shall begin on the first Monday of January of each
year. All meetings of the citizens for municipal purposes
shall be called by notices issued by order of the city council.

Section 2. Said chapter 148 is hereby further amended
by striking out section 5, as amended, and inserting in

place thereof the following section: — Section o. At such
municipal election, except as herein otherwise provided,

the qualified voters shall give in their votes by ballot in the

several wards for a mayor, and for such of the councilmen
and members of the school committee, of the board of library

trustees and of the board of assessors as are then to be elected,

and the person receiving the highest number of votes for

any office shall be deemed and declared to be elected to such
office; and whenever two or more persons are to be elected

to the same office, the several persons up to the number re-

quired to be chosen receiving the highest number of votes
shall be deemed and declared to be elected. All elected

officials shall hold office until their successors are qualified.

If it shall appear that there is no choice of mayor, or if

the person elected mayor shall refuse to accept the office,

or shall die before qualifjang, or if a vacancy in said office

shall occur subsequently and more than six months previous
to the expiration of his term of office, the city council shall

forthwith cause notice to be issued for a new election, to be
held as soon as may be thereafter, to fill such unexpired
term, and the same proceedings shall be had in all respects

as hereinbefore provided for the election of mayor, and shall

be repeated until the election of a mayor is completed.
If the full number of members of the city council has not

been elected, or if a vacancy in the office of councilman shall

occur subsequently and more than six months previous to

the expiration of his term of office, the council may forth-

with, except as herein otherwise provided, elect some person
to fill such vacancy until the next biennial municipal election.

staff.
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Section 3. Said chapter 148 is hereby further amended
by inserting after section 5 the following section :

— Sec-

tion 5A. The board of assessors shall consist of three mem-
bers who shall be elected at large by the voters of the city

as follows :
—

At the biennial municipal election in the year nineteen

hundred and forty-nine there shall be elected two members
for a term of four years, and one member for a term of two
years, beginning with the first Monday of January next

following their election, and biennially thereafter there

shall be elected one or two members, as the case may be, to

fill the vacancy or vacancies that will occur on the first

Monday in January next following such election by the

expiration of term, for a term of four years beginning with

said first Monday. Any vacancy which shall occur in the

board of assessors otherwise than by expiration of term
shall be filled by the city council in the manner provided in

section three of chapter thirty-nine of the General Laws
until the next biennial municipal election and the qualifica-

tion of a successor elected thereat for the balance of the

unexpired term. If there is a tie vote for assessor at any
election the city council, by vote of a majority of its mem-
bers, shall declare one of ithe candidates for whom the tie

vote has been cast to be elected. If it appears that there is

no choice of assessor for any other reason, the city council

shall proceed as in the case of a vacancy. The board of

assessors shall be entitled to choose a clerk who shall not be
one of their own number.
Section 4. Said chapter 148 is hereby further amended

by striking out section 9 and inserting in place thereof the

following section :
— Section 9. The city council shall con-

sist of twenty-one councilmen who shall be elected at large

by the voters of the city as follows :
—

At the biennial municipal election in the year nineteen

hundred and forty-nine there shall be elected eleven mem-
bers for a term of four years, and ten members for a term of

two years, beginning with the first Monday of January next

following their election, and biennially thereafter there

shall be elected the numi)er of members necessary to fill the

vacancies that will occur on the first Monday in January
following such election, for a term of four years beginning

with said first Monday.
At the biennial municipal election in the year nineteen

hundred and forty-nine no voter shall vote for more than

seven of the number of councilmen to be elected thereat

for the term of four years, or for more than seven of the

number of councilmen to be elected thereat for the term

of two years, and the number then to be elected for each

term having the highest number of votes shall be declared

elected. At each biennial municipal election thereafter no
voter shall vote for more than seven of the number of council-

men to be elected thereat for the term of four years and the

number then to be elected having the highest number of

votes shall be declared elected.
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In voting for councilmen to fill vacancies for the remainder
of unexpired terms a voter may vote for the number of

councilmen necessary to fill such vacancies in addition to

the number above provided.

On the second Tuesday prior to every biennial municipal
election the city clerk shall determine by lot the order in

which the names of the candidates for election thereat to

the city council shall appear on the ballot. The candidates
shall be notified of such drawing and shall be allowed to be
present thereat in person or by their representatives.

A majority of the members of the city council shall con-

stitute a quorum for the transaction of business. The city

council shall annually, at the first meeting in January, elect

by ballot one of their members president of the council.

Section 5. Said chapter 148 is hereby further amended
by striking out section 32 and inserting in place thereof the
following section :

— Section 82. The school committee
shall consist of the mayor and six members elected at large

as follows :
—

At the biennial municipal election in the year nmeteen
hundred and forty-nine there shall be elected three members
for a term of four years, and three members for a term of

two years, beginning with the first Monday of January next
following their election, and biennially thereafter there shall

be elected three members for a term of four years, beginning
with said first Monday.

If there is a tie vote for school committeeman at any
election the city council, by a vote of the majority of its

members, shall declare one of the candidates for whom the

tie vote has been cast to be elected.. If it appears that there

is no choice for school committeeman for any other reason,

proceedings shall be had as in the case of a vacancy. No
member of the school committee, except the mayor, shall,

while such a member, hold any other salaried office in or

under the city government.

Section 6. Said chapter 148 is hereby further amended
by striking out section 34, as amended, and inserting in

place thereof the following section:— Section 34. There
shall be the following administrative officers who shall

perform the duties by law and hereinafter prescribed for

them respectively, and such further duties not inconsistent

with the nature of their respective offices as the city council

has heretofore prescribed or may hereafter prescribe :
—

1. A commissioner of public works.
2. A city treasurer, who shall also be the collector of taxes.

3. A city solicitor.

4. A chief of police.

5. A chief of the fire department, who shall also be the
assistant inspector of buildings.

6. A welfare commissioner, who shall exercise and dis-

charge all of the powers and duties prescribed by law for

boards of public welfare and welfare agents. He shall also be
the city almoner.

7. A city physician.
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8. A board of health consisting of three persons who shall

have control of the enforcement of the regulations relative to

plumbing.
9. A board of license commissioners as prescribed in

chapter one hundred and thirty-eight of the General Laws.
10. A commissioner of cemeteries who shall have the care,

superintendence and management of public burial places.

Except as otherwise provided by general or special law,

the foregoing officers shall be appointed by the mayor for

terms of two years each, beginning with the second Monday
in January following the biennial municipal election at which
he was elected, unless they are sooner removed, and until

their respective successors are qualified. They shall be
sworn or affirmed to the faithful discharge of the duties of

their respective offices, which oath or affirmation shall be
filed in the office of the city clerk.

The commissioner of public works shall have authority to

appoint a city engineer who shall be inspector of buildings,

a clerk and such assistants as he may deem necessary from
time to time for carrying on the work of the pubUc works
department.
Section 7. Section 37 of said chapter 148, as amended,

is hereby further amended by striking out clause (6) and
inserting in place thereof the following clause :

—
(6) Of the construction, alteration, repair and care of

public buildings, except that the care, construction, altera-

tion and repair of all school buildings and the public library

shall remain under the control of the school committee and
the board of trustees of the public library, respectively.

Section 8. Said chapter 148 is hereby further amended
by striking out section 41 and inserting in place thereof the

following section : — Section Jfl . The trustees of the public

library shall consist of three members who shall be elected

at large by the voters of the city as follows :
—

At the biennial municipal election in the year nineteen

hundred and forty-nine one member shall be elected for a

term of six years, one member for a term of four years, and
one member for a term of two years, beginning with the

first Monday of January next following their election, and
biennially thereafter one member shall be elected for a term

of six years, beginning with said first Monday. The trustees

of the public Hbrary shall have the care and management
of the public library. Any vacancy which shall occur in the

board of trustees of the public library otherwise than by
expiration of term shall be filled by the city council in the

manner provided in section three of chapter thirty-nine of

the General Laws until the next biennial municipal election

and the qualification of the trustee elected thereat for the

balance of the unexpired term. If there is a tie vote for

trustee of the public library at any election the city council,

by vote of a majority of its members, shall declare one of the

candidates for whom the tie vote has been cast to be elected.

If it appears that there is no choice of trustee of the public
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library for any other reason, the city council shall proceed as

in the case of a vacancy.
Section 9. Said chapter 148 is hereby further amended

by striking out section 46, as amended, and inserting in

place thereof the following section : — Section J^B. The com-
pensation of members of the police department and the fire

department and of all other persons not employed by boards
or heads of departments shall be established by a two thirds

vote of all members of the city council, with the approval

of the mayor. No new salaried office shall be established

except as required by law.

Section 10. So much of said chapter 148, and acts in

amendment thereof or in addition thereto, as is inconsistent

with the provisions of this act, is hereby repealed.

Section 11. No regular municipal election shall be held

in said city in the year nineteen hundred and forty-eight.

The term of all elected officers whose term of office expires

prior to the first Monday of January in the year nineteen

hundred and fifty shall be extended to the said first Monday,
and the term of all officers elected in the year nineteen hun-
dred and forty-seven shall expire on said first Monday.
Section 12. This act shall be submitted for acceptance

to the registered voters of the city of North Adams at the

next regular municipal election in the form of the following

question, which shall be placed upon the official ballot to

be used at said election: "Shall an act passed by the general

court in the year nineteen hundred and forty-seven, entitled

'An Act revising the charter of the city of North Adams',
which, among other things, provides for biennial municipal
elections, establishes the office of commissioner of cemeteries,

and provides that the mayor shall be a member of the school

committee, be accepted?" If a majority of the voters

voting thereon vote in the affirmative in answer to said

question, this act shall thereupon take full effect for the
nomination and election of municipal officers in the year
nineteen hundred and forty-nine, and for all other purposes
it shall take full effect upon the organization of the city

government on the first Monday of January, nineteen
hundred and fifty. Approved May 3, 1947.

An Act authorizing the chief of the police depart- Qfiaj) 328
MENT of the city of CAMBRIDGE TO APPOINT A TRIAL
BOARD, AND DEFINING THE POWERS AND DUTIES OF SAID
BOARD.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The chief of the police department of the
city of Cambridge is hereby authorized to appoint a trial

board, consisting of three officers of said department, to

hear the evidence in such complaints against members of

the force as the chief may deem advisable to refer to said

board. Said board shall report its findings to said chief,


