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SENATE No. 273

By Mr. Kenneally, a petition of John F. Collins, mayor of Boston, George
V. Kenneally. Jr., and Paul Murphy that provision be made for an investiga-
tion and study by a special commission (including members of the General
Court) relative to the use of bail and recognizance as sanctions to insure
compliance with court orders in criminal causes. The Judiciary.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Five,

Resolve providing for an investigation and study by a special

COMMISSION RELATIVE TO THE USE OF BAIL AND RECOGNIZANCE
AS SANCTIONS TO INSURE COMPLIANCE WITH ORDERS OF COURT IN
CRIMINAL CAUSES.

1 Resolved, That an unpaid special commission, to consist of
2 two members of the senate to be designated by the president
3 thereof, three members of the house of representatives to be
4 designated by the speaker thereof, the attorney general of the
5 commonwealth or his nominee, the commissioner of the de-
-6 partment of correction or his nominee, and two persons to be

appointed by the governor, is hereby established for the pur-
8 pose of making an investigation and study relative to revising
9 the General Laws to implement the spirit of Article XXVI

10 of Part the First of the Constitution of the Commonwealth by
11 increasing the use of release on personal recognizance, the
12 use of bail without surety, and the use of minimal bail with
13 surety, as sanctions to insure compliance with orders of court
14 in criminal causes, whether such orders pertain to release at
15 arraignment pending trial, release after trial in any court of
16 record pending appeal, recognizance for good behavior or
17 keeping of the peace, or release of witnesses pending trial.
18 The commission, in the course of its investigation and
19 study, shall review experimental programs under public or
20 private auspices, and enacted and proposed legislation, in this
21 state and other states, designed to reform, or to explore pos-
-22 sibilities of reform, of bail and recognizance practices.
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23 The commission, in the course of its investigation and
24 study, shall solicit the cooperation of the Judicial Council,
25 the Massachusetts Ear Association, the Massachusetts Council
26 on Crime and Delinquency Association, the United Prison As-
-27 sedation, and other appropriate public and private agencies
28 within the commonwealth.
29 Said commission shall be provided with quarters in the state
30 house or elsewhere, may hold hearings, may require by sum-
-31 mons the attendance and testimony of witnesses and the pro-
-32 duction of books and papers, may travel within and without
33 the commonwealth and may expend for legal, technical, cleri-
-34 cal and other services, and for expenses such sums as may be
35 appropriated therefor.
36 Said commission shall report to the general court the re-
-37 suits of its investigation and study, its recommendations, if
38 any, together with drafts of legislation necessary to carry its
39 recommendations into effect by filing the same with the clerk
40 of the senate from time to time, provided that said commission
41 shall file its final report on or before the last Tuesday in
42 March, nineteen hundred and sixty-six.


