
322 Acts, 1947. — Chaps. 333, 334.

right to receive or deliver passengers or engage in said

business of leasing motor vehicles at or on the property of

any publicly owned or controlled airport or any airport con-
structed in whole or in part with federal, state or other
public funds. Approved May 5, 1947.

Chap.SSS An Act to limit the time within which certain actions
TO RECOVER BACK WAGES MAY BE COMMENCED.

Emergency
preamble.

G. L. (Ter.
Ed.), 260, ne
§ 4A, added.

Tirae for

bringing
actions for

back wages
limited.

Whereas, Certain judicial interpretations of certain fed-

eral acts have changed the official interpretation of the law
prevailing at the time wages were paid so that certain em-
ployers within the commonwealth are being subjected to a

multiplicity of suits for back wages for which they were
formerly not liable; and

Whereas, Many such employers may be forced into bank-
ruptcy and liquidation by the collection of such back wages,
damages and expenses previously not anticipated, and the

deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its pur-

pose, which in part is to limit immediately the time within

which such actions may be commenced; therefore it is hereby
declared to be an emergency law necessary for the immedi-
ate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 260 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by inserting after section 4, as most recently

amended by section 4 of chapter 409 of the acts of 1943, the

following section : — Section J^A . Actions to recover back
wages based upon any judicial interpretation of a state or

federal statute differing from or overruling a previous inter-

pretation of the same shall be commenced only within one
year next after the date of such new judicial interpretation.

Section 2. Actions to recover back wages based upon
any judicial interpretation of a state or federal statute dif-

fering from or overriding a previous interpretation of the

same shall, if such new judicial interpretation was made
prior to the effective date of this act, be commenced only

within one year next after such effective date.

Approved May 6, 19Jf7.

Chap.SSA An Act relative to the employment of mechanics,
TEAMSTERS, CHAUFFEURS AND LABORERS IN THE CON-
STRUCTION OF PUBLIC WORKS BY THE COMMONWEALTH
OR BY A COUNTY, TOWN OR DISTRICT.

Emergency
preamble. Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would result

in unnecessarily delaying the time when certain regular pub-
lic employees would receive the benefits provided thereby,

therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, nec-

essary for the immediate preservation of the public con-

venience.
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Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 26 of chapter 149 of the General Laws, as most o. l. (Ter.

recently amended by section 46 of chapter 591 of the acts ftl^'ameAded^'

of 1946, is hereby further amended by striking out the last

sentence of the first paragraph, as appearing in chapter 461
of the acts of 1935, and inserting in place thereof the follow-

ing :
— This section shall also apply to regular employees of

the commonwealth or of a county, town or district, when
such employees are employed in the construction, addition

to or alteration of public buildings for which special appro-
priations of more than one thousand dollars are provided,
— so as to read as follows :

— Section 26. In the employ- Preference to

ment of mechanics, teamsters, chauffeurs and laborers in the cftizen^in'^'^

construction of public works l3y the commonwealth, or by a p"^'''= *°'''^-

county, town or district, or by persons contracting or sub-
contracting for such works, preference shall first be given

to citizens of the commonwealth who have served in the
army or navy of the United States in time of war and have
been honorably discharged therefrom or released from active

duty therein, and who are qualified to perform the work to

which the employment relates; and secondly, to citizens of

the commonwealth generally, and, if they cannot be ob-
tained in sufficient numbers, then to citizens of the United
States, and every contract for such work shall contain a pro-

vision to this effect. Each county, town or district in the
construction of public works, or persons contracting or sub-
contracting for such works, shall give preference to veterans
and citizens who are residents of such county, town or dis-

trict. The rate per hour of the wages paid to said mechanics, wages,

teamsters, chauffeurs and laborers in the construction of

public works shall not be less than the rate or rates of wages
to be determined by the commissioner as hereinafter pro-
vided; provided, that the wages paid to laborers employed
on said works shall not be less than those paid to laborers in

the municipal service of the town or towns where said works
are being constructed; provided, further, that where the
same public work is to be constructed in two or more towns,
the wages paid to laborers shall not be less than those paid
to laborers in the municipal service of the town paying the
highest rate; provided, further, that if, in any of the towns
where the works are to be constructed, a wage rate or wage
rates have been established in certain trades and occupa-
tions by collective agreements or understandings between
organized labor and employers, the rate or rates to be paid
on said works shall not be less than the rates so established

;

provided, further, that in towns where no such rate or rates

have been so established, the wages paid to mechanics, team-
sters, chauffeurs and laborers on public works, shall not be
less than the wages paid to the employees in the same trades
and occupations by private employers engaged in the con-
struction industry. This section shall also apply to regular
employees of the commonwealth or of a county, town or
district, when such employees are employed in the construe-
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tion, addition to or alteration of public buildings for which
special appropriations of more than one thousand dollars

are provided.

Permanent and temporary laborers employed by the state

department of pubUc works and by the metropolitan district

commission shall receive such salary or compensation as may
be fixed under and in accordance with sections forty-five to

fifty inclusive of chapter thirty. Approved May 5, 1947.

Chap. S35 An Act establishing the office of second assistant
CLERK IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF SPRINGFIELD.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

G. L. (Ter.
Ed.), 218, § 10,

etc., amended.

Assietant
clerks in dis

trict courts.

Section 1. The first paragraph of section 10 of chapter

218 of the General Laws, as most recently amended by chap-

ter 182 of the acts of 1946, is hereby further amended by in-

serting after the word "Essex" in line 26 the words:— , the

district court of Springfield, — so as to read as follows:

— The clerk of a district court may, subject to the approval

of the justice, appoint one or more assistant clerks, who
shall be removable at his pleasure or at the pleasure of the

court, for whose official acts the clerk shall be responsible

and who shall be paid by him unless salaries payable by the

county are authorized in this section or in section fifty-

three. Assistant clerks with salaries payable by the county
may be appointed in the central district court of northern

Essex, the municipal court of the Charlestown district, the

municipal court of the Brighton district, the district court

of western Hampden, the district court of Newton, the

district court of northern Norfolk and in courts the judicial

districts of which have, according to the national or state

census last preceding, a population of sixty thousand or more.

Second assistant clerks with salaries payable by the county
may be appointed in the municipal court of the Roxbury
district, the East Boston district court, the municipal court

of the Charlestown district, the municipal court of the

Dorchester district, the municipal court of the Brighton

district, the municipal court of the West Roxbury district,

the municipal court, of the South Boston district, the central

district court of Worcester, and, subject to the approval

of the county commissioners, in the first district court of

eastern Middlesex, the third district court of eastern Middle
sex, the district court of southern Essex, the district court

of Springfield, the second district court of Bristol, the third

district court of Bristol and the district court of East Norfolk.
Effective upon Section 2. This act shall take full effect upon its ac-
acceptance.

ccptancc duriiig the current year by vote of the county

commissioners of the county of Hampden, but not otherwise.

Approved May 5, 1947.


