
Acts, 1947. — Chaps. 352, 353. 347

An Act providing that the register of deeds for QKav 352
SUFFOLK COUNTY MAY APPOINT A THIRD AND A FOURTH

^'

ASSISTANT REGISTER.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 36 of the General Laws is hereby g. l. (Ter.

amended by striking out section 5, as appearing in the Ter- fmenle^d.^
^'

centenary Edition, and inserting in place thereof the follow-

ing section:— Section 5. The register for Suffolk county Second,

may, by a writing recorded in his registry, designate one of Kh^aiist-
the persons employed therein as second assistant register,

f^^^g^f^i^"
one of such persons as third assistant register and one of such county"

persons as fourth assistant register, any of which designa-

tions he may at pleasure in like manner revoke.

Section 2. Section 4 of said chapter 36, as so appearing, Sj^iJ^r^
is hereby amended by inserting after the word "second" in amended.

line 5 the words:— , third or fourth.

Approved May 6, 1947.

An Act making certain changes in the laws regulat- Chav.S^S
ING state-wide recounts OF VOTES CAST AT STATE
ELECTIONS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Section 135 of chapter 54 of the General g. l. (Ter.

Laws, as most recently amended by chapter 315 of the acts ftc.'!'amendld^.'

of 1945, is hereby further amended by striking out the third ,

paragraph, as appearing in chapter 417 of the acts of 1943,

and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph: —
State-wide recounts in cases of offices to be filled or ques-

fg^oyn'^*^®

tions to be voted upon at the state election by all the voters petition for,

of the commonwealth may be requested as provided in the
*"*"

foregoing provisions of this section so far as applicable, ex-

cept that any petition therefor shall be on a form approved
and furnished by the state secretary, shall be signed in the

aggregate by at least one thousand voters, not less than two
hundred and fifty to be from each of four different counties,

and shall be submitted on or before five o'clock in the after-

noon of the tenth day following such election to the regis-

trars of voters of the city or town in which the signers ap-
pear to be voters, who shall forthwith certify thereon the
number of signatures which are names of registered voters

in said city or town, and except that said petitions for re-

count shall be filed with the state secretary on or before five

o'clock in the afternoon of the fifteenth day following such
election. He shall hold such petitions for recount until

after the official tabulation of votes by the governor and
council and if it then appears that the difference in the num-
ber of votes cast for the two leading candidates for the
office, or in the number of affirmative and negative votes
on a question, for which recount is desired is more than one
half of one per cent of the total number of votes cast for
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such office or on such question, the petitions for recount

shall be void. If such difference in the votes so cast appears

to be one half of one per cent or less of the total votes cast

for such office or on such question, he shall forthwith order

the clerk of each city and town of the commonwealth to

transmit forthwith, and said clerk shall so transmit, the

envelopes or containers containing the ballots, sealed except

in the case of those containing ballots which have already

been recounted in respect to said office or question under
authority of this section, to the registrars of the city or

town who shall, without unnecessary delay, open the enve-

lopes or containers, recount the ballots cast for said office

or on such question and determine the questions raised. If

a state-wide recount is petitioned for, all ballots cast at a

state election shall be held, except as otherwise provided

herein, by the city and town clerks until the expiration of

sixty days after said election.

EdisKiss, Section 2. Said section 135, as so amended, is hereby
etc., further '

further amended by striking out the seventh paragraph, as
amen e

appearing in said chapter 417, and inserting in place thereof

the following paragraph :
—

Discontinuance if^ after a petition for state-wide recount for an office

?ecount'Tow has been filed, the leading candidate, together with every
effected. other Candidate whose votes therefor are not exceeded in

number by the votes of the leading candidate by more than

one half of one per cent of the total number of votes cast

for such office, shall file a written request with the state

secretary that the recount petitioned for be discontinued,

the state secretary shall immediately order such recount

discontinued whereupon such proceedings shall terminate.

Approved May 6, 1947.

C/iap. 354 An Act providing for certain changes in the require-
ments FOR PROMOTION TO HIGHER GRADE IN POLICE AND
FIRE DEPARTMENTS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Ed^'3r§2o Section 1. Chapter 31 of the General Laws is hereby
etc., 'amended', amended by striking out section 20, as most recently amended

by section 6 of chapter 704 of the acts of 1945, and inserting
Appointment

jjj pjacc thercof the following section : — Section 20. Ap-
and promotion .^ . .",,. ,„-
and firemen.
of policemen pointmcnts and promotions in such police and fire forces of

cities and towns as are within the official service and in the

detective force of the state department of public safety a,nd

in the police force of the metropolitan district commission

shall be made only by competitive examination, except as

otherwise provided in this chapter, or in the rules of the

commission relative to temporary or emergency appoint-

ments. No such examination shall be held until there are

at least four applicants for appointment or promotion for

one existing vacancy, except as to applicants for appoint-

ment to the lowest grade, and except as herein provided.

No examination shall be required for promotion of call men


