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By Mr. Cohen, a petition of Beryl W. Cohen, Leslie B. Cutler and others
for legislation to return to elected town and city officials full authority to
decide whether to fluoridate public water supplies. Public Health.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Five.

An Act returning to elected town and city officials full
AUTHORITY TO DECIDE WHETHER TO FLUORIDATE PUBLIC WATER
SUPPLIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Whereas, the suffering and discomfort resulting from dental
2 diseases, defects and disorders is a major public health problem
3 in our nation and in our Commonwealth; and
4 Whereas, our vital interest in public health of necessity in-
-5 eludes and involves concern for finding and using effective and
6 safe means of preventing dental decay and disorders; and
7 Whereas, the history in this Commonwealth has made clear
8 that the determination of local dental health conditions and
9 needs are best left to local elected town and city officials in

10 consultation with local, state and federal health and other
11 agencies;
12 Now, Therefore, Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
13 Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the au-
-14 thority of the same, as follows:
15 Section 1. The public water supply for domestic use in any
16 town shall be fluoridated by such town upon acceptance of the
17 provisions of this Section by vote of the Board of Selectmen
18 in that town. The public water supply for domestic use in
19 any city shall be fluoridated by such city upon acceptance of
20 the provisions of this Section by vote of its council or Board
21 of Aldermen.
22 Section 2. Nothing in this Act shall be construed to pro-
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23 hibit the fluoridation of any public water supply for domestic
24 use by a city, town or district in which, upon the effective
25 date of this Act, such water supply is being fluoridated.
26 Section 3. Chapter forty of the General Laws is hereby
27 amended by striking out Sections forty-one B and forty-one C,
28 as amended by Section one of Chapter four hundred eighty-five
29 of the Acts of one thousand nine hundred and sixty-two, and
30 as amended by Chapter sixty of the Acts of one thousand nine
31 hundred and sixty-four.


