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An Act establishing non-partisan preliminary munici-
(Jfidj) 333

PAL ELECTIONS IN THE CITY OF NORTH ADAMS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 148 of the acts of 1895, as amended,
is hereby further amended by inserting after section 4 the
eight following sections :

— Section 4^ . On the third

Tuesday preceding every regular and special municipal
election at which any office is to be filled, there shall be held,

except as otheiivise provided in section four H, a preliminary
election for the purpose of nommating candidates to be
voted for at such regular or special election. No party or

pohtical designation or mark shall be printed on any ballot

used at any regular, special or preliminary election, and no
party or pohtical designation or mark, or anything showing
how any candidate was nominated or indicating his views
or opmions, shall be appended to the name of such candidate.

All candidates for nomination shall be nominated at large

from among the quaHfied voters of the city.

The polls at every regular, preliminary and special election

shall be open during such hours, conforming to the general

law relating to city elections, as the city council may desig-

nate.

Section Jf.B. Except as otherwise provided in section

four H there shall not be printed on the official ballot to be
used at any regular or special election the name of any per-

son as a candidate for any office unless such person has been
nominated at such a preliminary election for nomination
held as provided in sections four A to four H, inclusive.

There shall not be printed on the official baUot for use at

such preliminary election the name of any candidate for

nomination at such election, unless he shall have filed, within
the time limited by section four C, the statement and petition

therein described.

Section J^C. Any person who is qualified to vote for a
candidate for any elective municipal office and who is a
candidate for nomination thereto, shall be entitled to have
his name as such candidate printed on the official ballot

to be used at a preliminary election; provided, that before
five o'clock in the afternoon of the twenty-first day prior

to such preliminary election he shall file with the city clerk

a statement in writing of his candidacy, and with it the
petition of at least fifty but not more than two hundred
voters duly certified by the board of registrars to be quaUfied
voters of the city. Such petition must be filed with the
board of registrars for certification before five o'clock in the
afternoon of the seventh day before the time for filing the
same with the city clerk. Nomination papers shall be num-
bered by the board of registrars as received and shall be
certified in that order. Said statement and petition shall

be in substantially the following form:—
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Statement of Candidate.

I ( ), on oath declare that I reside at (number,
if any) on (name of street) in the city of North Adams: that I am a
voter therein, quaUfied to vote for a candidate for the hereinafter
mentioned office; that I am a candidate for the office of (name of
office) for (state the term) to be voted for at the preliminary election

to be held on Tuesday, the day of , nineteen him-
dred and , and I request that my name be printed as such
candidate on the official ballot for use at said preliminary election.

(Signed)

Commonwealth of Massachusetts. ss.

Subscribed and sworn on this day of ,

nineteen hundred and , before me,

(Signed)

Justice of the Peace,
(or Notary Public).

Petition accompanying Statement of Candidate.

Whereas (name of candidate) is a candidate for nomination for the
office of (state the office) for (state the term), we, the imdersigned,
voters of the city of North Adams, duly qualified to vote for a candi-
date for said office, do hereby request that the name of said (name of

candidate) as a candidate for nomination for said office be printed on
the official ballot to be used at the preliminary election to be held on
Tuesday, the day of , nineteen hundred
and

(Signature) (Residence Address) (Ward and Precinct)

Section 4D. Any nomination papers filed under section

four C bearing more than the maximum number of signa-

tures permitted thereby shall be invalid. No voter may sign

the nomination papers of more than one candidate for elec-

tion to the same office except where several persons are to

be elected to a board or municipal body, in which case no
voter may sign the nomination papers of more candidates

than he may vote to elect to such office. If a voter signs

nomination papers in excess of the foregoing, his signature

shall be invalid on all such papers except those first filed with
the board of registrars up to the number which he can
validly sign.

Section 4E. On the first day, other than Sunday or a

legal holiday, following the expiration of the time for filing

with the city clerk the above described statement and peti-

tion, the city clerk shall notify by mail each candidate for

nomination who has so duly qualified of the fact of his quali-

fication.

Such notice shall also state the time when and the place

where the city clerk will draw by lot the names of candidates

to determine their position on the ballot to be used at the

preliminary election. Such drawing shall take place at five

o'clock in the afternoon of the third day after the last day
for filing the petitions and statements with the city clerk.
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At the di'awings for position on the ballot the candidates
shall be entitled to be present in person or by one repre-

sentative each. The city clerk shall then cause the ballots

which shall contain said names, in their order as drawn by
the clerk, and no others, with a designation of residence,

under the office and term of service therein for which they
are respectively candidates, to be printed, and the ballots

so printed shall be official and no others shall be used at the
preliminary election. Blank spaces shall be left at the end
of each list of candidates for nomination for the different

offices equal to the number to be nominated therefor, in

which the voter may insert the name of any person not
printed on the ballot for whom he desires to vote for nomina-
tion for such office. There shall be printed on such ballots

such directions as wOl aid the voter, as, for example: "vote
for one", "vote for two", and the like, and the ballots shall

be headed as follows :
—

Official Preliminary Ballot,

Candidates for nomination for the oflBce of ( ) in the city

of North Adams at a preUminary election to be held on Tuesday, the
day of , nineteen hundred and , (The head-

ing shall be varied in accordance with the offices for which nominationa
are to be made.)

At such preliminary election, each voter may vote for

as many candidates for nomination to each office as there

are persons to be elected to such office at the ensuing munici-
pal election.

Except as herein otherwise provided, the form of ballots,

their preparation and number and the manner of conducting
the election shall, in the case of prehminary elections, be as

described in the General Laws relative to primaries and
elections in so far as the same may be applicable.

Section lyF. The election officers shall, immediately upon
the closing of the polls at preliminary elections, count the
ballots and ascertain the number of votes cast in the several

voting places for each candidate, and forthwith make return
thereof upon blanks to be furnished, as in regular elections,

to the city clerk, who shall canvass said returns and shall

forthwith determine and announce the result thereof.

Section 4G. The two persons receiving at a preliminary
election the highest number of votes for nomination for an
office shall, except as hereinafter provided and as provided
by section four H, be the sole candidates for that office whose
names may be printed on the official ballot to be used at the
regular or special election at which such office is to be ffiled,

and no acceptance of a nomination at a preliminary election

shall be necessary to its validity.

If two or more persons are to be elected to the same office

at such regular or special election, the several persons in

number equal to twice the number so to be elected receiving
at such preliminary election the highest number of votes for

nomination for that office shall, except as provided by sec-
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tion four H, be the sole candidates for that office whose
names may be printed on the official ballot.

If the preliminary election results in a tie vote among
candidates for nomination receiving the lowest number of

votes, which, but for said tie vote, would entitle a person
receiving the same to have his name printed upon the official

ballot for the election, all candidates participating in said

tie vote shall have their names printed upon the official

ballot, although in consequence there be printed thereon
candidates to a number exceeding twice the number to be
elected.

In the event of a vacancy for any reason after the pre-

liminary election, but prior to seven days before the regular

or special election, the city clerk shall substitute for such
name on the ballot to be used at such election the name of the

person having the next highest vote at the preliminary

election.

Section 4H. If, at the expiration of the time for filing

statements of candidates to be voted for at any preliminary

election, not more than twice as many such statements
have been filed with the city clerk for an office as there are

persons to be elected to such office, the candidates whose
statements have thus been filed shall be deemed to have
been nominated to said office, their names shall be printed

on the official ballot to be used at the succeeding regular or

special election, as the case may be, as candidates for such
office, the city clerk shall not print said names upon the

ballot to be used at said preliminary election and no other

nomination to said office shall be made. If in consequence
it shall appear that no names are to be printed upon the

official ballot to be used at any preliminary election, no pre-

liminary election shall be held.

Section 2. This act shall be submitted to the registered

voters of the city of North Adams at the regular municipal
election in said city to be held in the current year, in the form
of the following question, which shall be placed upon the

official ballot to be used at said election:— "Shall an act

passed by the general court in the year nineteen hundred and
forty-seven, entitled 'An Act establishing non-partisan pre-

liminary municipal elections in the city of North Adams',
be accepted?" If a majority of the votes in answer to said

question is in the affirmative, then this act shall thereupon
take full effect for the next regular municipal election in said

city and for all municipal elections in said city thereafter,

but not otherwise. Approved May 12, 1947.

Chap.SS4t An Act relative to the education of certain physi-

cally HANDICAPPED CHILDREN.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Ed-tn.**^'
Section 46A of chapter 71 of the General Laws, as most

§46A. etc., recently amended by chapter 357 of the acts of 1946, is
amended.

hereby amended by striking out the last sentence and in-


