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Legislative Research Council
Legislative Research Bureau

Room 236, State House, Boston, Mass. 02133

December 16, 1964.

Dr. Asa S. Knowles, President
Northeastern University
360 Huntington Avenue
Boston, Massachusetts

Dear Dr. Knowles:

The Legislative Research Council has considered carefully your
letters criticizing the description of Northeastern University con-
tained in Senate Document Number 864, entitled “Higher Educa-
tion for Greater Boston,” and dated April 13, 1964.

By unanimous vote the Council has moved to delete the second
full paragraph of page 43.

Accordingly, the attached supplementary report is being filed
as a legislative document so as to circulate this notice of deletion
among substantially the same organizations and individuals as
received the original report.

Sincerely yours,

THE LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH COUNCIL

Sen. MAURICE A. DONAHUE
Chairman.

Rep. JOHN T. TYNAN
Vice Chairman.



(Hljr (Cnmmmmu'altli of fflasaarljuarttii

�

V

Legislative Research Council
Legislative Research Bureau

Room 236, State House, Boston, Mass. 02133

December 16, 1964.

Hon. Maurice A. Donahue, President
Massachusetts Senate
State House
Boston, Mass.

Dear Mr. President:

In accordance with the unanimous vote of the Legislative Re-
search Council I submit herewith a supplement to its report, Senate
Document Number 864, titled Higher Education for Greater
Boston, dated April 13,1964.

Respectfully submitted,

HERMAN C. LOEFFLER,
Director, Legislative Research Bureau
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It is recommended that in reading Senate Document Number
864, dated April 13, 1964, and entitled “Higher Education For
Greater Boston,” that the second full paragraph appearing on page
43 thereof be deleted in its entirety, to the end that the description
of Northeastern University in that document shall then read as
follows:

“Northeastern University merits special attention by persons concerned
with the adequacy of public higher educational opportunities in the Boston
area. Metropolitan universities appear to possess adequate faculty and
administrative skills to handle a great number of prospective students
from the metropolitan area seeking further education. But costs to these
institutions of providing adequate additional educational opportunities
would seem to preclude such an increased enrollment.

“An attractive alternative is presented by the unique cooperative plan of
education followed by Northeastern, which serves students unable to afford
the rising tuitions of private colleges or of the universities offering a more
conventional academic program but decreasing scholarship aid. Although
a few Northeastern students, almost all of whom are Massachusetts resi-
dents, may decline to follow the cooperative program, most full-time under-
graduate and graduate students study cooperatively. Thus, after the fresh-
man year, they undertake two ten-week and one five-week semester
annually and work equivalent periods. The N.U. placement service has
had enviable success for many years in finding jobs for the students;
frequently, two students will hold a specific job and will alternate in working
and studying.

enrolled 21,731 degree-credit full and
adult and continuing education non-
students, and the summer session had

“Northeastern in September 1963
part-time students. In addition, its
degree credit courses enrolled 2,021
an enrollment of 2,389, both figures of December, 1963,
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SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT ON
HIGHER EDUCATION FOR GREATER BOSTON

“In recent years no university in the metropolitan area has expanded at
the rate of Northeastern, nor do any apparently plan expansion in either
plant or student body to the same extent. The present full-time under-
graduate day school enrollment of approximately 8,000 is to rise nearly
11,000 within a few years. As recently as 1961, Northeastern took in some
2,245 freshmen annually; 2,531 were admitted in September 1963 and for
1964 a freshman enrollment of 3,000 is planned. On the graduate level,
the present full-time registration of some 400 is also scheduled to increase
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to 1,000 within a short time. A significant expansion is likely in the present
part-time enrollment of 8,806 undergraduates and 3,998 graduates. The re-
cent and prospective upsurge of enrollments has been matched by an im-
pressive building program, both in Boston and at a new Burlington campus.

“Northeastern University, classifiable as a professional and technical insti-
tution, provides invaluable opportunities for many thousands of young men
and women who might otherwise never obtain advanced education. A good
part of the Commonwealth’s accountants and engineers receive their train-
ing at Northeastern, and this noteworthy contribution is now being aug-
mented by the training of nurses, medical and dental technicians, and
pharmacists. Like other professionally oriented institutions, Northeastern
University has endeavored to increase and strengthen its general arts and
science curricula, with a measure of success .

.
.

“The offerings and distinctive programs of Northeastern will meet the
needs and appitudes of a great part of the impending influx of college
students who will seek training or retraining in many specific professional
and technical fields. For those prospective students who are or who become
eligible and desirous of a more intensive general training undergraduate
and graduate, part-time and full-time Northeastern is less attractive.
The character and philosophy of the institution, and the financial restrictions
imposed upon it, seem to preclude for the foreseeable future any significant
change from its present direction.”
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