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TEXT OF ADDRESS TO THE GENERAL COURT OF MASSA-
CHUSETTS BY UNITED STATES SENATOR EDWARD M.
KENNEDY, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS, WEDNESDAY,
MARCH 9, 1965.

Last year, when I was in a hospital bed, I received many thou-
ands of letters and messages of encouragement from the people of

Massachusetts. I decided then that the most appropriate way for
me to thank them, for all their patience and all their prayers, was
through you, their elected representatives.

That is why I am here today, and I cannot say how much I
have looked forward to this appearance.

My ties to this Chamber are of blood as well as friendship. My
grandfather, Patrick Kennedy, sat here representing the Second
Suffolk District, eighty years ago. My brother stood here four
years ago.

You and I represent the same voters. We face the same issues.
We are partners in the common cause of Massachusetts. Our suc-
cess depends not on State government alone, or on Federal govern-
ment alone, but on working together.

Over half of you are beginning your first full term of office.
So am I. We are young, we are new, we are bold. We can look
ahead. We have, this year, an unmatched chance to make our
dreams come true.

But we also represent a State with the oldest continuous system
of democratic government in the world. At some point in our
history, every problem faced on this Hill of revenue and ex-
penditure, of courage and of conscience has been faced before
and has been solved. Bound as we are, by the old and the new,
there is nothing we cannot attempt, if it is in the interests of the
people.

Our history is an inspiration and a challenge. Back of us stretch
three hundred and fifty years of enduring effort, in which men and

®ljr CEommmmu'altlf nf fHasaarljusi’tta



[Mar,SENATE No. 882.4

*

W

women of Massachusetts showed courage in time of danger, and
brought achievement out of adversity. They were given a wilder-
ness. They made of it a center of civilization. They made a living
from the soil and the sea, with their brains and their backs. Every
nationality that has settled here has joined with equal effort.

The history of the government of Massachusetts can inspire us
today, for it shows a record of progress, a sense of destiny, and a
respect for tradition.

This Legislature has pioneered the frontier of progress as bril-
liantly as our people pioneered in industry and commerce. The first
school law, the first health law, the first labor law, the first factory
law all started here, and spread to other states. In each of
these and more, Massachusetts dared to break new ground for
what was right.

Our destiny is also based on leadership. We gave America its
first settlers and its finest statesmen. John Quincy Adams and
Calvin Coolidge served in this body. So did Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr.
and Joe Martin, Christian Herter, John McCormack, and others
called to greatness by their times.

Sitting in the Senate were Daniel Webster, for forty years the
champion of liberty and union;

Charles Sumner, who raised his voice for “absolute equality -—■

assured and inviolate;”

George Frisbie Hoar, who, in 1870 proposed establishment of
federal schools for children denied an education because of their
race.

Who can say the men of Massachusetts did not stand in the
center of the great issues of their time?

Our tradition has grown from the strains that have made us.
We differed in the beginning there were Puritans and Pilgrims,
and Unitarians. We differ even more today. But we have learned
more than any other section, to appreciate diversity, to respect
privacy, to tolerate dissent all because of our common belief
that every human being is a creature of God.



SENATE No. 882.1965.1 5

We need inspiration from the past in facing the problems of
the present and the future. They are many. There is unemploy-
ment among our workers and uncertainty in our industries. Our
railroads are declining and our cities clogged with traffic. The air
and waters of our state, once safe and pure and beautiful, are turn-
ing polluted. Our public schools do not match our private schools.
We do not give to every child the quality of education that is his
birthright.

We are full of pride and anticipation as we see great buildings
rise. But there is blight and degradation in the very shadows of
the new construction.

Our future hope lies, most of all, in building human beings. As
Aristides said to the people of Rhodes,

“Not houses finely roofed, or the stones of walls well builded
make the city, but men, able to use their opportunity.”

For this opportunity, the poor and the weak, the children and
the elderly look to us. Will we respond as we did in the past? I
think we will.

To do so, there are two issues that must be faced. The first is
the problem of revenue. I share the concern of every man and
woman in the Commonwealth not as a member of the Legislature
but as a citizen that our present sources of revenue are inade-
quate. They must expand as our numbers and our needs expand.
This is neither an easy or a popular task, but progress has always
involved burdens. Our predecessors bore them in full measure. So
must we, to match their deeds.

Second is the opportunity for regional development and coopera-
tion. New England is a unit, with a common outlook and objectives,
with a common history and a common destiny.

We should sound a call in Boston that will be heard in Provi-
dence and Portland, in Manchester and Montpelier and Hartfox'd;
to combine our resources; to build together at home, to sell to-
gether abroad, to defend our interests and enhance them with
the strength of six states instead of one.
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I have spoken to President Johnson, and he has assured me of
his support for the regional approach.

The states of Appalachia formed a commission, pinpointed their
needs, and developed a program. This afternoon a bill providing
one billion dollars for Appalachian development is going to become
law.

I hope this Legislature will authorize Massachusetts participation
in a New England Regional Commission, to take the same steps
toward the same end. I intend to sponsor major legislation in the
Senate for this purpose, and I have been assured that if we make
our case, a Commission will receive the support of the Administra-
tion. Regional development can be the unique contribution of our
generation to the dream of those who came before.

So let us build wisely for the future. This hour, this week, this
session, both you and I must work together and encourage one
another. So when our work is done, it can be said of us we bore
ourselves in the tradition of Massachusetts.

In 1830, Daniel Webster said of our state: ‘‘There is her history.
The world knows it by heart. The past, at least, is secure.”

Let us secure the present, and build the future.
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