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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Five.

Resolutions requesting congress to call a convention for

PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED
STATES PERMITTING STATES HAVING BICAMERAL LEGISLATURES TO
APPORTION MEMBERSHIP OF ONE BRANCH THEREOF ON FACTORS
OTHER THAN POPULATION.

Resolved, That the General Court of Massachusetts, in pursuance
of Article V of the Constitution of the United States, hereby re-
quests the Congress of the United States to call a convention under
said Article for the purpose of proposing an Amendment to the
constitution as follows:

“ARTICLE’

“Section 1. Nothing in this Constitution shall prohibit any
state which shall have a bicameral legislature from apportioning
the membership of one house of such legislature on factors
other than population, provided that the plan of such apportion-
ment shall have been submitted to and approved by a vote of
the electorate of that state.

“Section 2. Nothing in this Constitution shall restrict or
limit a state in its determination of how membership of govern-
ing bodies of its subordinate units shall be apportioned.

“Section 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall
have been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by the
legislatures of three-fourths of the several States within seven
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years from the date of its submission to the States by the
Congress”; and be it further

Resolved, That if the Congress shall have proposed an amend-
ment to the Constitution identical with that contained in this
resolution prior to June first, nineteen hundred and sixty-five, this
application for a convention shall no longer be of any force or
effect; and be it further

Resolved, That the state secretary be, and he hereby is, directed
to send a duly certified copy of these resolutions to the presiding
officer of each branch of the Congress of the United States and
to the Administrator of General Services.


