
SENATE No. 1034

By Mr. Donahue, a petition of Maurice A. Donahue for the adoption of reso-
lutions memorializing the Congress of the United States to enact legislation
to provide federal grants and assistance to economically distressed areas and
regions. Constitutional Law.

I In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Five

Resolutions memorializing the congress of the united states
TO ENACT LEGISLATION PROVIDING FEDERAL GRANTS AND ASSIST-
ANCE TO ECONOMICALLY DISTRESSED AREAS AND REGIONS.

Whereas, The Congress of the United States has recently launched
an attack on certain areas of poverty, undevelopment and under-
development by the Appalachian Regional Development Act of
1965; and

Whereas, There are pending before the Congress of the United
States two bills, co-sponsored by Senator Edward M. Kennedy, one
providing grants for public works and development facilities and
other financial assistance to alleviate unemployment in other eco-
nomically distressed areas and regions (S. 1648) and one providing
for the use of public works and other economic programs in a
co-ordinated effort to aid other economically disadvantaged areas
of the nation (S. 812); and

Whereas, Said bills provide for the creation of regional commis-
sions to plan and implement economic programs, designed to foster
regional productivity, and growth; and

Whereas, Such a regional commission for New England would
be extremely effective and beneficial in coping with serious eco-

problems which transcend state boundaries, and which
require federal assistance founded on sound planning and directed
to projects that will enhance long-term growth; and

Whereas, At a joint session of the General Court of Massachu-
setts on March ninth, nineteen hundred and sixty-five, Senator
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Kennedy expressed his hope that the General Court would author-
ize participation in a New England Regional Commission which
would work for regional development and co-operation, and his
intention to sponsor major legislation in the United States Senate
to provide federal assistance for development of the New England
region; and

Whereas, Said legislation is vital to the New England region
whose economic status more than qualifies it for the assistance
provided by said legislation, because of many critical problems, the
more pressing of which are caused by the closing of military in-
stallations, slack growth, deficient transportation becoming more
critical each day, inadequate water pollution control, high electric
power costs, a declining fishing industry, undeveloped natural re-
sources, and unemployment; therefore be it

Resolved, That the General Court of Massachusetts respectfully
urges the Congress of the United States to enact Senate Bill 1648
and Senate Bill 812, therebyproviding for strong, effective regional
development commissions to co-ordinate an attack on the varied
regional problems; and be it further

Resolved, That the General Court of Massachusetts recognizes
the importance of regional planning in connection with such legis-
lation, and looks with favor upon the participation by the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts in a New England regional develop-
ment commission; and be it further

Resolved, That the secretary of the commonwealth transmit
forthwith copies of these resolutions to the President of the United
States, to the presiding officer of each branch of the Congress, and
to each member thereof from the commonwealth.


