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Senate, September 1, 1965.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading, to whom was
referred the House Bill relative to certain infants born to unwed
mothers (House, No. 99), report recommending that the same
be amended by substituting therefor a new draft entitled “An Act
relative to the liability for the charges of caring for certain in-
fants born to unwed mothers” (Senate, No. 1162), and that, when
so amended, the same will be correctly drawn.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Five.

An Act relative to the liability for the charges of caring

FOR CERTAIN INFANTS BORN TO UNWED MOTHERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 111 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 67A, as most recently
3 'amended by section 1 of chapter 601 of the acts of 1949, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following section:
5 Section 67A. If an infant weighing five and one half
6 pounds or less at birth is born in a hospital, the superin-
-7 tendent or other person in charge of such hospital shall file
8 immediately in the case of such an infant born to an unwed
9 mother with the state department of public health, and in

10 the case of any other such infant with the board of health of
11 the town in which the mother of such infant resides, a written
12 report stating the name and location of the hospital, name
13 and address of the parents arid the date of delivery, and the
14 sex and color of child.
15 If an infant weighing five and one half pounds or less at
16 birth is born in a place other than a hospital, the physician
17 having charge of the birth of such infant shall as soon as
18 possible after the birth occurs, by telephone, if possible, notify
19 in the case of such an infant born to an unwed mother the
20 state department of public health, and in the case of any
21 other such infant the board of health of the town in Which
22 the mother resides, stating the name of the parents and the
23 address where the infant was born. In addition thereto, such
24 physician shall, within twenty-four hours after such birth,
25 file a written report with said department or said board, as
26 the case may be, in such form and containing such informa-
-27 tion as the state department of public health shall prescribe.
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1 Section 2. Said chapter 111 is hereby further amended
by striking out section 67C, as most recently amended by
section 1 of chapter 573 of the acts of 1963, and inserting in
place thereof the following section: —■
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Section 67C. Expenses for the Care and hospitalization of
an infant weighing five pounds or less at birth shall be paid
by the parents or guardian or any person bound by law to
maintain such infant, if he or they are able to pay. If he or
they are unable to pay, such expenses, within ceiling rates
established by the department, shall in the case of such an
infant born to an unwed mother be paid by the common-
wealth, subject to notice as hereinafter provided, and in the
case of any other such infant by the board of health of the
town wherein the mother of such infant resides, subject to
notice and reimbursement as hereinafter provided. No pay-
ments shall be made by the commonwealth or by a town for
such expenses incurred more than thirty days prior to the
receipt by the department or by such board of health of a
written notice or a telephone request, confirmed in writing,
from the superintendent or other person in charge of such
hospital. Any payments made hereunder by the common-
wealth or by the town may be recovered in contract from the
parent, guardian or other person bound by law to maintain
such infant, if such person is able to pay.
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The commonwealth shall reimburse the town wherein the
mother resides for one half of all expenses incurred by such
town under this section.
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