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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Five.

An Act amending certain provisions of the charter of the
CITY OF PITTSFIELD.

1 Section 1. The second paragraph of section Bof chapter
2 280 of the acts of 1932 is hereby amended by striking out clause
3 id) and inserting in place thereof the following clause:
4 (d) For the office of member of the school committee at
5 large, by and from the qualified voters of the entire city.

1 Section 2. Section 15 of said chapter 280, as amended by
2 section 3 of chapter 611 of the acts of 1958, is hereby further
3 amended by striking out the second paragraph and inserting in
4 place thereof the following paragraph:
5 At the biennial election to be held in the year nineteen
6 hundred and sixty-seven, there shall be elected six members
7 of the school committee, three of whom shall serve for two
8 years and three of whom shall serve for four years and
9 biennially thereafter three members of the school committee

10 shall be elected to serve for terms of four years.

1 Section 3. Said chapter 280 is hereby further amended
2 by striking out section 16, as amended by section 4 of said
3 chapter 611, and inserting in place thereof the following
4 section:
5 Section 16. If a person nominated for the office of mayor,
6 city clerk, councilman at large, councilman from a ward or
7 member of the school committee dies before the municipal
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8 election at which his name would have gone on the ballot, no
9 election shall be held for such office until the completion of the

10 proceedings as hereinafter provided. Any votes that may be
11 cast for such office prior to the completion of such proceedings
12 shall be null and void. After such death, the city council
13 shall forthwith cause warrants to be issued for a new pre-
-14 liminary election for such nomination. The person receiving
15 the highest number of votes at such new preliminary election
16 and the survivor of the two candidates originally nominated
17 shall be the sole candidates for that office, and the same pro-
-18 ceedings shall be thereafter had in all respects as hereinbefore
19 provided for such office, which shall be repeated until an elec-
-20 tion to such office is completed; provided, that if the deceased
21 person was the only nominee for such office, then the two
22 persons receiving the highest number of votes at such new
23 preliminary election shall be the sole candidates for that
24 office.
25 If it shall appear that there is otherwise no choice for any
26 elective office at any municipal election, the city council shall
27 forthwith cause warrants to be issued for a new election for
28 such office; and the same proceedings shall be had in all re-
-29 spects as hereinbefore provided for such office, which shall be
30 repeated until an election to such office is completed.

31 If the person elected mayor shall refuse to accept the office
32 or shall die before qualifying, there shall be a vacancy in such
33 office from the beginning of the term for which such person
34 was elected, and in the event of such vacancy or any other
35 vacancies which shall occur, more than six months prior to
36 the expiration of the term for which he was elected; or if any
37 such events occur in the case of a member of the city council
38 or a member of the school committee, the city council shall
39 forthwith cause warrants to be issued for a new election, and
40 the same proceedings shall be had in all respects as herein-
-41 before provided, for the election of a successor to fill the
42 vacancy so existing and shall be repeated until an election is
43 completed.

44 If such vacancy occurs within the period of six months prior
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45 to the expiration of the term for which an officer was elected,
46 the vacancies shall be filled in the following manner:
47 (a) If the vacancy is in the office of the mayor, the then
48 president of the city council shall automatically become mayor
49 until such time as a person is elected mayor for the next
50 succeeding term and the person so elected shall assume office
51 immediately upon qualification and shall serve during the re-
52 mainder of the unexpired term in addition to the term for
53 which he was elected.
54 (b) If the vacancy is in the office of a member of the city
55 council from a ward or member of the school committee from
56 a ward, the person elected to fill such seat for the next suc-
57 ceeding term shall assume office immediately upon qualifica-
58 tion and shall serve during the remainder of the unexpired
59 term in addition to the term for which he was elected.
60 (c) If the vacancy is in the office of a councilman at large,
61 the person receiving the highest number of votes for council-
62 man at large at the election to fill the next succeeding term,
63 other than an incumbent councilman, shall assume office im-
64 mediately upon qualification and shall serve during the re-
65 mainder of the unexpired term in addition to the term for
66 which he was elected.
67 (d) If the vacancy is in the office of member of the school
68 committee, the person receiving the highest number of votes
69 for such office at the election to fill the next succeeding term,
70 other than an incumbent member of the school committee, shall
71 assume office immediately upon qualification and shall serve
72 during the remainder of the unexpired term in addition to the
73 term for which he was elected.
74 (e) If the vacancy occurs in the office of the city clerk, the
75 mayor shall appoint, subject to the confirmation or rejection
76 of the city council, some qualified person to serve for the re-
77 mainder of the unexpired term, except that if the city has ac-
78 cepted the provisions of law granting permanent tenure for
79 its city clerk, as provided by section three of this act or by
80 section nineteen C of chapter forty-one of the General Laws,
81 then the appointee shall serve only until the next regular
82 biennial municipal election.



SENATE —No. 1169. [Sept. 1965.4

9

*

1 Section 4. Section 17 of said chapter 280, as amended by
2 section 6 of said chapter 611, is hereby further amended by
3 inserting after the fifth sentence the following two sentences:—
4 He may call special meetings of the school committee, when in
5 his opinion the interests of the city require it, by causing
6 written notices, stating the time of holding such meetings and
7 signed by the mayor, to be delivered in hand to each member,
8 or left at his usual dwelling place, at least six hours before
9 the time of such meetings. He shall from time to time com-

-10 municate to the school committee such information and recom-
-11 mend such measures as the business and interests of the city
12 may in his opinion require.

1 Section 5. Section 37 of said chapter 280, as amended by
2 section 11 of said chapter 611, is hereby further amended by
3 striking out the first paragraph and inserting in place thereof
4 the following paragraph:
5 The school committee shall consist of the mayor who shall
6 be chairman of the board and six other persons elected as
7 provided in section fifteen. Except as in this section otherwise
8 provided, the members of the committee shall serve without
9 compensation.

1 Section 6. The following two questions shall be placed
2 upon the official ballot to be used in the city of Pittsfield at the
3 city election in the current year;
4 Question 1. Shall the school committee of y6S '5 the city of Pittsfield consist of the mayor, ex
6 officio, and six members elected at large?
7 Question 2. Shall vacancies in the city coun-
-8 cil and school committee of the city of Pittsfield
9 be filled by special election?

Yes
NcT

10 If a majority of the votes in answer to question 1 are in
11 the affirmative, sections one, two and five shall thereupon take
12 effect. If a majority of the votes in answer to question 2 are
13 in the affirmative, section three shall thereupon take effect.

1 Section 7. Sections four and six shall take effect upon the
2 passage of this act.


