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SENATE OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
By DR. EDWARD L. FRENCH, President and Director

TFIE DEVEREUX FOUNDATION

September 15, 1965

Mr. President, Senator Ward, Members of The Massachusetts Sena
and Guests:

I am indeed thrilled at the honor paid to me today by being
invited to address this august body. It is a privilege which I deeply
ppreciate,

legist, I am particularly cognizant
■areness of the vital role of leader-
of Massachusetts has traditionally

As an educator and a psych<
of the honor, because of my av
ship which the Commonwealth
played in the fields of my ende
ments of the people of this gre

avors. The many historical attain-
at Commonwealth, whom you rep-

•e familiar to all, so I need not elaboratn

However, in blazing paths in education and mental health for
her sister states to follow, the ure of this Commonwealth
has reached other landmarks in addition to having had our
country’s first public school, its first college, its first state teacher
training institution, and its first compulsory school attendance
law. Of at least equal significance as a milestone of progress was,
I feel, the signing into law of Chapter 750 of the Acts of 1960, by
the then Acting Governor Joseph D. Ward.

You may be interested in my experience, as a worker in the fields
of education and mental health, that leaders in many other states
have expressed to me great interest in, and admiration of, the
provisions of Chapter 750. I am confident that, in time, it will
serve as a prototype of legislation throughout our nation.

Particularly significant is its implied recognition of the fact that
every child has the inherent right to an education not just
that child who is sound in body and mind but every child. And
its further recognition that special programs must be developed
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for children with special problems, so that they can profit from
the education which is offered, and thereby be given their basic
human rights to the opportunity for normal, happy lives.

There are many types of childhood problems. In past years,
certain physical conditions, such as polio, have received consider-
able attention.

We have, for some time now, accepted the existence of mental
retardation as a social fact, and we have provided educational and
training programs specifically designed for the mentally retarded.
True, we need more - but, nevertheless, much is being done. At
present there are approximately 8,000 mentally retarded children
being cared for and educated in state schools in the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts, under the direction of dedicated staff of out-
standing ability. Many more thousands are being given fine edu-
cations in special classes in your public schools.

Again, in this field, Massachusetts is a leader among all the
states and, I am confident, will continue to be so!

To those of us who work with children’s problems, it is most
heartwarming to note the interest of this legislature in providing
programs for children with other types of problems not, cer-
tainly, Mislead of, but in addition to, mental retardation programs.
It is here that Chapter 750 particular shines, because it so clearly
recognizes that there are children who inability to profit from the
usual education is caused, not by mental retardation, but by
emotional blocks. Their intelligence may be in the superior range,
but they are often failures in school. There are thousands of such
children in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. They need pro-
grams specifically designed for them, but until recently, their needs
have gone relatively unrecognized. The few programs that do
exist are excellent, as, for example, that under the direction of
Dr. Gertrude Rogers, at the Children’s Division of Metropolitan
Hospital.

But more much more is needed.
Special educators, psychiatrists, psychologists, social workers

and other professionals are vitally interested in these children,
and, therefore, for Chapter 750, which does provide for meeting
their needs, we thank you.

Our gratitude, however, is as nothing, compared to the gratitude
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of the families to whom the program holds out the only hope of
a full life for theirchildren.

Let me read a letter from a mother whose child spent two years
at Devereux, under the auspices of Chapter 750:

“Dear Mr. Green,
“We had a pleasant trip back to Boston, and I want you to

know how wonderful it is to have our Nancy back home
again.

“To thank you for all you have done for us is a most im-
possible task. I just wish I could express the appreciation
that is in my heart. Perhaps one way to show our gratitude
is to try to be the extra-special parents that Nancy needs,
so she can continue with the remarkable progress made
through the dedicated efforts of you and your staff.

“We will always be grateful to you, the wonderful people
at Devereux and the 750 program that made it all possible.

“God bless you!”
This is one letter, chosen almost at random from many. In the

years to come, it will be multiplied by many thousands.
Yes, I feel Chapter 750 was an auspicious landmark in the

history of education and mentalhealth.
Today marks what I hope will be another auspicious day.
I am very pleased to be able to announce to you that The

Devereux Foundation has opened a branch in the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts, having acquired the facilities of the former
Rutland Training Center.

For this opportunity, we wish to express our deep appreciation
to the Trustees of that institution, whose desire it was to have the
facilities utilized to the best advantage of emotionally handicapped
children.

Of course, we do not feel that we are coming to Massachusetts
as strangers ■—■ quite the contrary. We have worked closely for 3
years with the two participating departments of Education and
Mental Health in the implementation of Chapter 750, and have had
in our Pennsylvania Schools more than 160 Massachusetts children.

A few months ago, we had the pleasurable opportunity to be-
come acquainted with the members of the Massachusetts Special
Commission on Retarded Children, under the Chairmanship of
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Senator Ward, when that Committee visited Devereux to discuss
methods of offering even greater help to Massachusetts families.
I am pleased to believe that the Commission was impressed with
the quality of the program which was being offered by Devereux to
Massachusetts children, and with the fact that the cost was con-
siderably less than that of programs in Pennsylvania State institu-
tions.

We have been given encouragement and help, and made to feel
at home by all the State Officials with whom we have come in
contact Senator Ward, Representative DiLorenzo, Representa-
tive Passiucco, Commissioner Kiernan, Commissioner Solomon, and
their respective staffs, including Dr. Hutcheson, Dr. Klebanoff, and
Mr. Ford, in Mental Health and Dr. Cashman, Mr. PMlbridk and
Mr. Brown, in Education.

We have been tremendously impressed with all these gentlemen,
id I wish to congratulate the people of Massachusetts on the very

high quality and spirit of dedication of their public servants whom
we have met.

With our coming to Massachusetts, today, then, is certainly an
The Devereux Foundation, and we are indeed

id to become partners with you, with the Department of Edu
of Mental Health in bringingid with the Departme

families of Massachusetts.■vices to the children anaddc
prove to be an auspicioust hope that it wi

Commonwealth of M; lachusettsf

he relative paucity of facilitiesoments ago c
■en. It is our plan to care, attonally disturbed childfor en

d, primarily for such children, and thus we will provide
facilities which are presently almost non-existent within the

inwealth.Comm
he 53 years since it was foundedvereux Foundation, in

y a young Philadelphia school teacher, Helena T. Devereux, hasbv a

developed a philosophy and pattern of residential therapy for emo-
tionally disturbed and mentally retarded children, based on the

ting and blending of many disciplines, and intensive indi-mtegr

vidualization of program according to each child’s unique emotional
needs.

Miss Devereux began her work in humanitarian service with
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three children in her own home. That her philosophy and methods,
which are being carried out today, were successful is attested to
by the fact that The Devereux Foundation now has in residential
therapy more than 1,300 students. It is, to the best of my knowl-
edge, the world’s largest private residential treatment center for
emotionally disturbed and mentally retarded children.

She was the first person, I think, to recognize that emotional
growth in children is crucial to educational progress, and that
education is not, purely, a matter of intellectual development, but
is a function of the whole person.

In 1940, Miss Devereux turned over, without compensation or
condition, all the assets of Devereux Schools to the newly-formed
non-profit Devereux Foundation, so that its service to children and
their families could continue and grow. The Foundation now
operates centers in Pennsylvania, California, Texas and Maine
and, as of now, in Massachusetts.

The program of Devereux is four-fold that of; residential
treatment of emotionally disturbed and mentally retarded chil-
dren; community service in such areas as consultation with local
public schools, and workshops and institutes for professionals; Day-
Care programs, Day Schools, and Out-Patient diagnostic and treat-
ment services; and research and professional training programs.

Through all of these avenues we hope to contribute service to
the families of Massachusetts.

It is our hope that, in a relatively short period of time and with
the expenditure of several hundreds of thousands of dollars for
renovation and building, we will be able to have, in residential
therapy, more than three hundred children, and thereby establish
a pattern of special education for emotionally disturbed children in
the Commonwealth.

It is our hope, in time, to establish out-patient and day-care
facilities for many times that number.

Of particular importance for the care of atypical children in
Massachusetts is the training of professional personnel.

It is easy to build buildings. It is difficult to find qualified staff
to man those buildings and the quality and caliber of staff are
the keys to the success of the program. Without staff, buildings
are only bricks and mortar.
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Our Pennsylvania schools offer training programs in Child Psy-
chiatry, Clinical Psychology, School Psychology, Vocational Re-
habilitation, Child Care, Special Education, Speech Therapy, and
similar areas.

We have affiliations with many universities, and medical and
psychological centers. We are recognized for advanced professional
training by the National Institute of Mental Health, the American
Psychological Association, the Vocational Rehabilitation Adminis-
tration, and the Office ofEducation.

It is our expectation that similar affiliations and approvals will
be forthcoming for our Massachusetts Center. I understand, for
instance, that the Medical School of the University of Massachu-
setts will be established within 12 miles of our Rutland School.
The very excellent Worcester Youth Guidance Clinic, under the
direction of Dr. Weinreb, is very close. We have been in discussion
with Dr. Biba, Director of The Psychological Clinic of Clark Uni-
versity. We welcome the opportunity to participate in the training
of professional personnel for the staffing of other Massachusetts
centers.

It is, indeed a challenge and an opportunity that we embrace
as, today, we become part of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
We are proud to be a participant in your wonderful program, and
humble, as we share with you the job that is yet to be done.

There are many thousands of children whose needs remain
officially unrecognized the perceptually handicapped; the brain-
injured; those with specific educational disabilities to mention
only a few.

Every child deserves his opportunity! To none must this heritage
be denied! ! I know that the Commonwealth of Massachusetts will
respond. You will make an investment, I know, in the future of
your children which is the future of our world.

I am privileged to hope that The Devereux Foundation will be
part of this exciting and thrilling opportunity!

Thank you.
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