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Chap. 86. Resolve providing for an investigation and study by a special

COMMISSION RELATIVE TO A MEMORIAL TO THE LATE PRESIDENT JOHN F.

KENNEDY.

Resolved, That a special commission, to consist of three members of the
senate, five members of the house of representatives, and eleven persons to be
appointd by the governor, is hereby established for the purpose of making
an investigation and study relative to a suitable memorial to the late President
John F. Kennedy. Said commission may travel without the commonwealth.

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSTTTS
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Five.

RESOLVE FURTHER REVIVING AND CONTINUING AND INCREASING THE SCOPE OF
THE SPECIAL COMMISSION ESTABLISHED TO MAKE AN INVESTIGATION AND STUDY
RELATIVE TO A MEMORIAL TO THE LATE PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY.

Resolved , That the special commission established by chapter eighty-one
of the resolves of nineteen hundrd and sixty-four, and revived and continued
under the provisions of chapter two of the resolves of nineteen hundrd and
sixty-five, is hereby further revived and continued. Said commission shall, in
the course of its investigation and study, consider the subject matter of current
house document numbered 1284, as changed, providing for the establishment
of John Fitzgerald Kennedy Memorial Scholarships.

Approved May 26, 196i.

Approved August 9, 1965.

RESOLVES ESTABLISHING AND REVIVING COMMISSION

CHAPTER 92.
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REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMISSION
RELATIVE TO CHOOSING A SUITABLE
MEMORIAL FOR THE LATE PRESIDENT

The Special Commission relative to a Memorial to the late Pi
dent John F. Kennedy held its first meeting Wednesday, July 13,
1965 at 3 p.m. in Room 332, State House, Boston, Massachusetts.

Presiding at the meeting was Temporary Chairman James F.
Burke.

Present were: Senator George V. Kenneally, Representatives
John Navin, Majority Floor Leader Robert Quinn, and Minority
Floor Leader Sidney Curtiss. Senator Allen Jones and Representa-
tive John Thompson and Speaker of the House John F. X. Davorentive John Thompson and Speaker
were not present.

The members appointed by Governor Peabody present were;

J. Kenneth Galbraith, Daniel E. Hogan, Jr., Edgar D. Kenna, Jr.,
Miss Helen M. Keyes, Norman Knight, Mrs. Amy Bess Miller,
Mr. Earl J. Riley and Thomas J. White.

His Eminence, Richard Cardinal Cushing, also a member of the
Commission, was unable to be present. Boston Symphony Orches-
tra Leader Eric Leinsdorf, also a member, was unable to be present,
as he was presently at Tanglewood, and Paul Buck of Cambridge
was not present.

Senator Burke told the Committee that the first order of business
should be to elect permanent officers of the Commission.

Representative John Navin nominated Senator Burke as Perma-
nent Chairman of the Commission. Senator Kenneally seconded
the nomination.

Senator Kenneally nominated Representative John Navin as Vice
Chairman and Miss Helen Keyes as Secretary to the Commission.
The nominations were seconded and closed. It was so voted.

The original Commission Chapter 86 of the Acts of 1964 —■
expired April 28, 1965. By a special act of the Legislature, earlier
this year, this Commission was revived and continued by another
Resolve.

The biggest problem that confronts each and every member of
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this Commission is the tremendous amount of material and sugges-
tions submitted by interestedpeople throughout the Commonwealth

ae Commission in memorializing the late President.
Senator Burke recommended to the Commission that a steering

committee be set up to consist of five members that could sit down
nd sift through the tremendous amount of suggestions, and then

present the results to the entire committee.
The steering committee will consist of Dr. Thomas White, Miss

Helen Keyes, Mr. Edgar Kenna, the Vice Chairman John Navin
and the Chairman Senator James F. Burke.

ccepted. It was so vc

rator Kenneally suggested to the Commission that before any
final decision was made that it should be thoroughly discussed with

rribers of the Kennedy family.
The second meeting of the snecial commission relative to the

establishment of a suitable memorial to the late President was held
Thursday, August 5, 1965, at 3 p.m., Room 332, State House, Bos-
ton, Massachuset

Chairman as Senator Burke wasVice Chairman Navin acted a,

at the University of Massachuse on a fiscal problem

Present were: Mr. Paul Bud
Mr. Daniel E. Hogan, Jr., Mr. Edgar D. Kenna, Jr., Helen M.
Keyes, Norman Knight, Mrs. Amy Bess Miller and Mr. Thomas J.
White.

Minority Floor Leader Sidney Curtiss was also present.
The steering committee report was read by Miss Keyes. Of the

hundreds of letters which had been sent to Governors Peabody and
Volpe, a breakdown of the various suggestions had been made and
they are as follow:

SUGGES' TONS
Number plates
Statues or plaques
General suggestions
Name changes
Rhodes Scholars to perpetuate ideas and ideals of JFK
Build a Disabled Veterans Home
Include “Peace Course” in all high school ourriculi
An eternal flame at every state capital

Professor J. Kenneth Galbraith,
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A “Freedom Train” to travel in United States
Found an auxiliary police force in his name
Take some action against Communism
Develop Governors Island in Boston Harbor as a recreation

area
Build a Museum and Archive at the Cape
Build and equip a Hospital ship
Rename holidays in his name for example, V-J day to JFK

day, make May 29 a legal holiday.
Establish in Massachusetts an historical museum of the Revo-

lutionary period

LIVING MEMORIALS
A school and/or hospital for retarded children
Designate a branch of the University of Massachusetts in his

name
Establish a world center for governmental science, diplomacy
and human freedoms

MONUMENTS
A flaming beacon of light
A central plaza or mall in the new harbor development
A mile-long arcade along the Charles River
To develop the West side of the State House as Kennedy Mall

—• to have a plaza with exhibits and display cases
Each suggestion was thoroughly discussed by the members of the

Commission. Very few of the suggestions submitted were accepted
by the Commission members. It seemed apparent after much dis-
cussion, that the possibility of helping the John Fitzgerald Kennedy
Library to become a reality should be explored by the Commission
and it was voted to invite to the next meeting Mr. I. M. Pei, the
Architect and Dr. Richard Neustadt, Head of the Kennedy Insti-
tute.

The third meeting of the Special Commission relative to the
establishment of a suitable memorial to the late President John F.
Kennedy was held Thursday, September 17, 1965, at 3 p.m., Room
332, State House, Boston, Massachusetts.

Chairman of the Commission Senator James F. Burke presided.
Commission members present were:
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Right Reverend Cornelius T. H. Sherlock, Vicar General of the
Archdiocese of Boston representing his Eminence Richard Cardinal
Cushing; Professor J. Kenneth Galbraith; Mr. Daniel E. Hogan, Jr.,
Miss Helen M. Keyes, Mr. Norman Knight, Mrs. Amy Bess Miller,
and Mr. Earl J. Riley.

Legislative members present were Senator George V. Kenneally
mcl Representative John Navin, Vice Chairman of the Commission.

Mr. I. M. Pei, of I. M. Pei Associates, 385 Madison Avenue, New
York, the Architect and Dr. Richard E. Neustadt, Director of the
Kennedy Institute were present. It was decided at the last meeting
to invite these two men to answer any questions that the Commis-
sion members might have and also to find out how the Commission
could be helpful to the Library,

Also invited to be present was General James McCormack, Chair-
an of the Board of Directors of the Massachusetts Bay Trans-

ion Authority.
Senator Burke welcomed each member and introduced Dr.

Neustadt and Mr. Pei to the members. These gentlemen reported
on the planning of the Library thus far.

It became very clear to the members of the Commission after
their many meetings, discussions and consultations, that the best
gift that the Commonwealth could make in memory of President
Kennedy was to assist in the establishment of the John Fitzgerald
Kennedy Library. This was so voted and the attached recommenda-
tion was adopted by the Commission. It was decided to introduce
legislation in the name of the Commission as soon as possible to
carry out this proposal.

Respectfully submitted,

HELEN M. KEYES

Secretary for the Commission
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Be It Resolved, that after careful consideration of all the sugges-
tions for memorials to our late, beloved President John F. Kennedy
and after consultation with mer
ommend as follows:

bers of his family, we hereby rec-

1. The John F. Kennedy Lib,
morial to President Kennedy in
in the Commonwealth of Massac

which official me-
ping to be erected
eposes and concept

the world
rusetts. Ti

of this Library are so important, and so much in keeping with the
principles and goals of President Kennedy’s career, that the most
suitable memorial the Commonwealth can provide is one which
assists in the completion of this Library in a manner in which
the Commonwealth’s participation is recognized.

2. Members of the Kennedy family and the Library Corpora-
tion have advised us that their most pressing need is for land on
which the Library can be erected. The original site selected by
President Kennedy, as a place where he could work, is too small
for the memorial now contemplated. Foundation costs on that site
are also considered to be exhorbitant. A suitable alternate site
has been found at the Bennett Street Yards now occupied by the
Massachusetts Bay Transit Authority, but the Library Corporation
does not have sufficient funds to purchase all this land.

3. The funds allocated by the Commonwealth to a suitable
memorial to President Kennedy should be used to make possible a
gift to the Government of the United States of the land on which
the Archive and Museum of the Library will stand.

4. So that the Commonwealth receives appropriate recognition
for its gift, in the construction of the Library there will be in-
corporated a statement to the effect that this building stands on
land donated by the people of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
whom John F. Kennedy served all his life, and in whose hearts
he will live forever.

PROPOSED RECOMMENDATION OF TPIE COMMISSION
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Members of Commission
JAMES F. BURKE, Chairman

Plymouth, Mass.

RICHARD CARDINAL CUSHING
Brighton, Mass.

Sen. GEORGE V. KENNEALLY
Boston, Mass.

Sen. ALLAN JONES
Barnstable, Mass,

*
Rep. JOHN NAVIN

Marlboro, Mass.

JOHN F. X. DAVOREN
Milford, Mass.

Rep. ROBERT QUINN
Boston, Mass,

Rep. SIDNEY CURTISS
Sheffield, Mass.

ERIC LEINSDORF
Brookline, Mass.

PAUL BUCK
Cambridge, Mass.

J. KENNETH GAILBRAITH
Cambridge, Mass.

DANIEL E. HOGAN, Jr,
Andover, Mass.

EDGAR D. KENNA, Jr,
Beverly Farms, Mass.

HELEN M. KEYES
Hull, Mass.

NORMAN KNIGHT
Natick, Mass.

MRS. AMY BESS MILLER
Pittsfield, Mass. tl

EARL J. RILEY
Peabody, Mass.

THOMAS J. WHITE
West Newton, Mass.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Five,

n Act authorizing the Massachusetts bay transportation

AUTHORITY TO CONVEY CERTAIN PARCELS OF LAND IN CAMBRIDGE
TO THE UNITED STATES AND TO JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY LIBRARY
INCORPORATED.

Be itenacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
'ourt assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:
1 Section 1. (a) It is hereby declared to be the policy of the
2 commonwealth to assist in the establishment of the John
3 Fitzgerald Kennedy Library (hereinafter called the “Library”)
4 as a memorial to the late President Kennedy. The Library
5 will include a Presidential archival depository consisting of an
6 Archive and Museum, to be maintained, operated and protected
7 by the United States as a part of the national archives system,
8 in accordance with Section 507 (f) of the Federal Property and
9 Administrative Services Act of 1949, as amended (44 U.S.C.

10 397(f) ), and an Institute of Politics to be operated by the
11 President and Fellows of Harvard College, a Massachusetts
12 corporation, as a part of its Graduate School of Public Admin-
-13 istration.
14 (b) The most suitable site for the Library is a parcel of
15 land in Cambridge (hereinafter called the “Yards”) bounded
16 and described as follows:
17 Southwesterly by Memorial Drive;
18 Southwesterly by Boylston Street;
19 Northeasterly by Eliot Street and Bennett Street; and
20 Northwesterly by University Road, by land nor or for-
-21 merly of Herbert H. White and by land now or formerly
22 of Society of St. John the Evangelist.
23 (c) The Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority

PROPOSED LEGISLATION
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24 (hereinafter called the “Authority”), in the performance of
25 its governmental function as a political subdivision of the
26 commonwealth, presently owns all of the Yards, except for a
27 small portion thereof owned by the commonwealth. Prior to
28 the conveyances by the Authority authorized by this Act, the
29 governor may, in the name and on behalf of the common-
-30 wealth, execute and deliver to the Authority a deed conveying
31 to it, without consideration, all right, title and interest of the
32 commonwealth in and to that portion of the Yards owned by

the commonwealth.

1 Section 2. Notwithstanding the provisions of section s(b)
2 of chapter 161 A or any other provision of the general laws
3 or any special act, the Authority is hereby authorized to agree
4 to convey and to convey to the United States of America,
5 without consideration, for the purpose of providing a site for
6 the Archive and Musuem of the Library and related facilities,
7 a part of the Yards not in excess of eleven acres, the metes
8 and bounds of said part to be agreed upon by the Authority,
9 the United States of America acting by and through the Ad-

-10 ministrator of General Services, and John Fitzgerald Kennedy
11 Library Incorporated, a Massachusetts corporation herein-
-12 after called the “Library Corporation”.

1 Section 3. Notwithstanding the provisions of section s(b)
2 chapter 161 A or any other provision of the general laws or
3 any special act, the Authority is hereby authorized to agree
4 to sell and to sell and convey to the Library Corporation the
5 remaining portion of the Yards (meaning the part not so
6 conveyed to the United States of America) for a price equal
7 to the fair market value of the portion of the Yards to be
8 so sold, as determinedby an appraiser or appraisers acceptable
9 to the Authority, and upon such other terms as the Authority

10 may determine.

1 Section 4. To reimburse the Authority for the part of the
2 Yards owned by it and to be conveyed to the United States of
3 America, an appropriation will be made by the commonwealth
4 to the Authority in an amount equal to the fair market value
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of such part, as determined by an appraiser or appraisers ac-
ceptable to the Authority. The authorization granted to the
Authority hereunder is subject to the making of such appro-
priation.

5

6
7
8

Section 5. Each conveyance by the Authority pursuant to
this Act shall be made by a deed conveying to the grantee
good and clear record and marketable title to the portion of
the Yards described therein, free from encumbrances except
those to which the grantee may consent, it being understood
that title to the property to be conveyed to the United States
of America pursuant to Section 2 of this Act shall be satis-
factory to the Attorney General of the United States. At the
request of the Library Corporation or the United States of
America, as their interests may appear, the Authority will
cause the title to the Yards to be registered under the pro-
visions of chapter 185 of the general laws, in which case each
deed shall be in form sufficient to entitle the grantee to a
certificate of title of the property conveyed thereby, and the
cost of such registration shall be shared equally by the Au-
thority and the Library Corporation.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16

1 Section 6. The proceeds of any sale and any appropriation
to be received by the Authority on account of property con-
veyed pursuant to this Act shall be used by the Authority for
the purposes for which bonds may be issued under the pro-
visions of paragraph (1) and (4) of section 23 of chapter
161 A of the general laws.

2
3
4
5
6
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