
SENATE No. 1210

Retirement Law Commission
15 School Street,

Boston, Massachusetts 02108

October 25, 1965.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

The Retirement Law Commission submits herewith report
pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 81 of the Resolves of 1965.

Respectfully submitted,

PATRICK D. SULLIVAN.
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Patrick D. Sullivan, Chairman, of Brockton

Joseph B. Carroll of Winthrop

Joseph D. Conway of Winchester

Thomas F. Duffy of Lynn

John J. Manning of Salem

Harold L. Miller of Newton

Anthony N. Tomasiello of Shrewsbury
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Membership of the
RETIREMENT LAW COMMISSION

(General Laws, Chapter 6, Sections 102-104)
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Resolve No. 81 Providing for an increased
allowance for earnings of
a person pensioned or
retired for disability.

Proposal:

Under the provisions of Chapter 81 of the Resolves of 1965, the
Retirement Law Commission was directed to investigate and study
the subject matter of House No. 609 of 1965, as such relates to
providing for an increased allowance for earnings of a person
pensioned or retired for disability.

It has been determined that of the total retiree’s in the Common-
wealth, 12.3% have been retired for disability reasons.

The average age of employees retiring for Accidental Disability
is 50 years, while the average age for those retiring for Ordinary
Disability is 55 years. It should be noted that Ordinary Disability
Retirement is only available before age 55 except for Veterans who
may elect this type of retirement at any age if they so qualify.

It should be further indicated that although the average age for
commencement of “age or service retirement” was 64.3 years,
some 9-14 years after a member retired for disability, that the
average present age of “age or service retirees” and disability
retirees is approximately seven years beyond the average age at
retirement. (Average age Accidental 50 years; Ordinary 55 years;

Comment:
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Age or Service Retirement 64.3 years.) This tends to indicate that
disability retiree’s do have impaired lives.

It should also be noted that members who are required to return
money to the governmental unit from which they retired, have also
paid a tax on the gross amount of outside earnings. It is manda-
tory that they return to the retiring authority the amount of
money that outside earnings and the pension portion of the retire-
ment allowance exceed the salary grade which the retiree would
be receiving if the retiree was still employed.

Therefore, because disabled retirees do in fact have impaired
lives; because they do not have increased medical costs and be-
cause they have paid taxes on outside earnings which must be
paid to the retiring authority, the majority membership of the
Commission favor the enactment of House No. 609.


