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Senate, November 17, 1965.

The committee on Public Welfare, to whom was referred part of
the report of the joint special committee established to make an
investigation and study of all phases of Public Law 89-97, com-
monly known as “Medicare” (Senate, No. 1215, see App. B.), re-
ports the accompanying Bill (Senate, No. 1228).

For the committee,

BERYL W. COHEN.

ti-hr (Cominomuralth of Massachusetts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Five.

An Act enabling te department of public health to carry out
THE PURPOSES OF THE SOCIAL SECURITY ACT AS RECENTLY AMENDED.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this Act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to enable the Commonwealth to
3 receive and secure funds available from the Federal Govern-
-4 rnent under the Social Security Act as amended and supple-
-5 mented and to improve the quality of care in medical facilities
6 throughout the Commonwealth in accordance with the pro-
-7 visions thereof, therefore, it is declared to be an emergency
8 law necessary for the immediate preservation of the public
9 welfare and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The department of public health shall cooperate
2 with the appropriate federal authorities in the administration
3 of the acts of Congress amending the Social Security Act
4 under which federal funds are available to states and accept
5 for the Commonwealth the benefits thereof, and the state
6 treasurer shall be the custodian of the funds allotted to the
7 Commonwealth under the provisions of said act. The funds
8 so allotted shall be expended without specific appropriation
9 under the order of the commissioner of public health in carry-

-10 ing out the provisions of said act.

1 Section 2. The department may make all contracts and
2 agreements and so all things necessary or desirable to co-
-3 operate with the department of Health, Education and Wel-
-4 fare under an act of Congress approved on July 30, 1965 en-
-5 titled “Social Security Amendments of 1965 to provide a hos-
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6 pital insurance program for the aged under the social security
act with a supplementary medical benefits program and an
expanded program of medical assistance, to increase benefits
under the old age survivors and disability insurance system,
to improve the federal-state public assistance programs and
for other purposes” as amended and supplemented and submit
such plans for the improvement of said programs and pur-
poses as will meet the requirements of the Secretary of Health,
Education and Welfare under said act and may make any
agreements or contracts that may be required or desirable
to secure federal funds in the administration of its responsi-
bilities under the provisions of the act of Congress aforesaid
and of all other acts in amendment thereof or in addition
thereto.
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1 Section 3. On the recommendation of the commissioner
2 of public health, the commissioner of administration may au-

1 thorize the employment and may set the salaries of such
officers and employees, including officers and employees cur-i

rently emnloyed by the commonwealth, as are necessary too

6 carry out the responsibilities of the department of public
7 health under the medical care amendments of Public Law
8 89-97 of 1965. The commissioner of administration shall forth-
9 with notify the senate and house committees on ways and
.0 means of any such action.10

Section 4. The department of public health is hereby au-
thorized to adopt any rules and regulations necessary or de-
sirable to carry out its responsibilities under Public Law 89-97
of 1965.
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Section 5. The department of public health is further au-
thorized to enter into contracts with local boards of health
and other private and public agencies, and agencies of the
federal government, to provide any services necessary and
to perform any act necessary to implement Public Law 89-97
of 1965 in any city or town or any group of cities or towns;
provided that the department may expend from receipts
without appropriation, income received from the providing
of said services.
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1 Section 6. General Laws, Chapter 40, Section 4is hereby
2 amended by adding after the second paragraph the following
3 paragraph:
4 For health services. Conti’acts for such services may be
5 made by the board of health or any legally constituted board
6 performing the services of the board of health.

2 recently amended by Chapter 323 of the Acts of 1948 is hereby
3 deleted and a new section is inserted in place thereof:
4 Section 5. There is hereby established in the department
5 an associate commissioner of public health, who shall not be
6 subject to Chapter 31 of the General Laws and shall under
7 the supervision of the commissioner, perform such duties as
8 may be assigned, including the performance of the duties of
9 the commissioner during his absence or disability. The com-

10 missioner may appoint the associate commissioner of public
11 health and designate a director of a division as the deputy
12 commissioner for community health services, and may also
13 designate a director of a division as the assistant commissioner
14 for management. In the event of the absence of disability of
15 the commissioner and the associate commissioner, the com-
-16 missioner may designate a division director to perform the
17 duties of the commissioner during his absence or disability.

Section 8. For the purposes of the requirement of Gen-
eral Laws, Chapter 31 that an applicant for examination under
civil service be a citizen of the United States, a physician
employed under authority of this act shall be deemed to have
met the requirement of citizenship, if he presents a certificate
from the court in which he shall have filed his declaration of
intention to become a citizen of the United States, or from
the Immigration and Naturalization Service of the United
States, showing that he has declared his intention to become
such a citizen or a copy of such declaration of intention, cer-
tified by the clerk of such court.
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1 Section 7. General Laws, Chapter 17, Section sas most


