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Department of Public Works,
Office of the Commissioner

100 Nashua Street, Boston 02114, November 4, 1968.

Honorable John F. X. Davoren, Secretary of the Commonwealth, State House,
Boston, Massachusetts 02133.

Dear Sir:—In compliance with the provisions of Section 33 of
Chapter 30 of the General Laws (Tercentenary Edition), as
amended by Chapter 67 of the Acts of 1948, I have the honor to
submit herewith such parts of the annual report of the Department
of Public Works as contain recommendations or suggestions for
legislative action, accompanied by drafts of fifteen (15) bills
embodying the legislation recommended. These drafts have been
submitted to the Counsel for the House of Representatives for
advice and assistance as to the form thereof.

Respectfully submitted

Edward J. Ribbs,
Commissioner.

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts
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The Department is recommending legislation this year for the
following purposes.

1. An Act designating a Certain Portion of State Highway
as Plymouth Plantation Highway.

In 1970 the 350th anniversary of the landing of the Pilgrims will
be celebrated. The Department, upon request to assist in the
Commonwealth’s participation in this endeavor, has agreed W
provide signs to direct tourists to the historical areas involved. Thg
act will accomplish that purpose.

2. An Act relative to the Disturbance of Funeral Proces-
sions,

There are instances occurring where lengthy funeral processions
are creating a safety hazard to vehicles attempting to enter or leave
an expressway. Enactment of this Bill will authorize the crossing of
a funeral procession in such an instance.

3. An Act further regulating the Braking System of Trail-
ers or Semi-Trailers.

The present law requiring electric or air brakes on trailers having
an unladen weight of ten thousand pounds leaves much to be
desired from a highway safety view point. This proposal will
enhance highway safety by requiring electric or air brakes on
trailers having an unladen weight over three thousand pounds.

4. An Act increasing the Maximum Allowable Weight of
Certain Trailers on Ways within the Commonwealth.

Recent amendments to this section of the General Laws have
resulted in piecemeal changes in the law and will surely generate
further attempts of a similar nature. This proposal will group the
recent allowances into weight limitation categories, thereby protect-
ing them and also assuring allowance for other interests in
future without the need of specific legislative authorization. The
proposal further gives authorization for local authorities to grant
permits for over weight vehicles on ways under their jurisdiction,
which permit presently must be granted by the Department of
Public Works.

RECOMMENDATIONS.
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5. An Act to clarify the Designation of Through Ways.
This proposal will authorize the Selectmen in a town to enact

regulations designating or altering “through ways”. At the present
time such a designation or alteration can only be accomplished by
town meeting action.

6. An Act authorizing Cities and Towns to Borrow for
Payment of Installation of Traffic Control Devices.

This proposal will authorize cities and towns to borrow funds to
provide for the payment of installation of traffic control devices.

7. An Act to authorize Traffic Commissions to Regulate
Speeds.

This proposal will end present inconsistencies in traffic commis-
sion enabling acts, by extending in the General Law the right to
regulate motor vehicle speeds to traffic commissions.

8. An Act clarifying the Law Relating to Special Speed
Regulations.

This proposal will eliminate the requirement for advertising a
special speed regulation. In most instances, because of the advertis-
ing requirements, the sign installation is delayed for weeks or until
advertising has been completed in all newspapers involved in the
regulatory area of the route or highways being speed zoned.
Immediate installation of the signs would be a contribution to
highway safety and without the requirement for advertising the
speed zone signs could be erected as soon as the regulation was
approved.

9. An Act to provide for Uniform Penalties for Parking

Violations.
This proposal will make uniform, penalties for certain parking

violations.
10. An Act providing for the Establishment of Traffic

Commissions.
This proposal will create a general enabling act, for the estab-

lishment of local traffic commissions, after local acceptance of the
Act.

11. An Act clarifying the provisions for Federal Reimburse-
ment of Relocation Assistance Payments.

The purpose of this proposed Bill is to repeal a certain amend-
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ment to chapter seventy-nine of the General Laws which at present
could allow damages to vest before they are ascertained and the
right to damages to expire before they are fixed, in eminent domain
taking by the commonwealth.

12. An Act requiring the Bureau of Relocation in the
Department of Community Affairs to Notify a Taking
Agency, within Ten Days after a Notice is Given,
WHETHER IT HAS QUALIFIED A RECOMMENDED AGENCY AS
the Relocation Agency with Respect to Certain Acqui-
sitions.

This proposal will expedite the selection and qualifying of a
relocation agency and thereby increase the time available for
preparation of adequate relocation plans and furnishing of reloca-
tion advisory assistance.
13. An Act relative to Payment of Encumbrances on Prop-

erty taken by Eminent Domain.
This proposal will require persons, from whom takings are to be

made by eminent domain proceedings, to produce evidence of
discharges of encumbrances prior to final payment of damages.

14. An Act authorizing the Department of Public Works to
ACCEPT CERTAIN FEDERAL FUNDS MADE AVAILABLE TO THE
Commonwealth from a Revolving Fund established in
the Federal Aid Highway Act of Nineteen Hundred
and Sixty-eight.

The purpose of this proposed Bill is to give the Department of
Public Works special legislative sanction to request advances from
a Federal Right-of-Way Revolving Fund created in the Federal
Aid Highway Act of 1968 for advance acquisitions of right-of-way
and related relocation and property management costs.
15. An Act authorizing the Department of Public Works to

Participate in Certain Cooperative Federal-State Navi-
gation Projects.

The provisions of this proposal will enable the Department,
under the provisions of section twenty-nine, Chapter ninety-one of
the General Laws, to participate, with the enumerated towns, in
navigational projects.


