
HOUSE No. 245

Office of Commissioner of Veterans’ Services,
State Office Building, Government Center* 100 Cambridge Street, Boston 02202, November 4, 1968.

The Honorable John F. X. Davoren, Secretary of the Commonwealth, State
House, Boston.

Dear Mr. Secretary : The following recommendations for
the year 1969, accompanied by drafts of proposed measures, are
submitted to your office in conformity with Chapter 30, Section 33
of the General Laws, as amended:

1. An Act redefining “Vietnam Veteran”
This legislation would amend the current definition of “Vietnam

Veteran” as found in Paragraph 8, Clause 43, Section 7 of Chapter 4
of the General Laws by providing that 90 days of honorably per-
formed active service in the armed forces of the United States be-
tween February 1, 1955 and the termination of the Vietnam Cam-
paign, as declared by proper federal authority, would entitle a
person to veteran status.

The current law requires 90 days of active service in all wars ex-
cept Vietnam. The proposed legislation would bring all veterans
into the same category; it would make uniform the definition of
veteran and eliminate confusion and possible injustices.

2. An Act redefining the Definition of “Dependent”.

This bill would amend the current definition of “dependent” in
Section 1, Chapter 115 of the General Laws. It would provide
dependency status to those children of veterans 18 years of age and
up to the age of 23 years, who are attending a full-time, daytime
accredited school and who are enrolled in a sufficient number of
courses, which is considered to be full-time attendance, and which
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would bring the dependency of children in line with the Veterans
Administration and Social Security laws.

3. An Act providing for Expenses of Higher Education for
Children of Certain Vietnam Veterans.

The current law Chapter 69, Section 7B provides for ex-
penses of higher education of a child between the ages of 16 and 24
of a veteran of World War I, World War II and Korea, who was
killed in action or died from other causes as a result of such service

Payment of said expenses is not to exceed $750 in any one year.
*

There is no provision for the children of veterans of Vietnam who
die under similar circumstances.

This legislation would provide the same benefit for children of
Vietnam veterans as is provided for children of other wars.

4. An Act extending the Time within Which Certain Vet-
erans may be Eligible to take Civil Service Examina-
tions.

This bill would amend the present law Chapter 399 of the Acts
of 1967 by providing 180 days in which veterans may take an
examination comparable to which he had been unable to take be-
cause of his service in the armed forces. The present law provides
a period of only 90 days and imposes a hardship on veterans and
their dependents. Oftentimes, because of the circumstances
created by the transition to civilian life, a veteran may be unable
to pursue his right, or because of health, or maybe through ignorance
of such right, fails to pursue it. The amendment would bring our
law in conformity with the Federal Law and help to ensure the
benefit to the veteran which the Legislature intended.

5. An Act providing for the Payment of Certain Veterans'
Benefits by the Commonwealth in the Event of

or Delay by a City or Town to make Such Payment.

This bill is intended to provide a remedy in a situation where a
city or town refuses to authorize payment, or delays making pay-
ment, notwithstanding the fact that an applicant has been found
to be entitled to receive veterans’ Benefits by a Veterans’ Agent,
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duly authorized to disburse such benefits, and also by the Com-
missioner of Veterans’ Services. Said Commissioner, at the present
time, is without authority to ensure that the law is carried out as
the Legislature intended. Failure to authorize payment, or delay
payment when an applicant is deemed qualified, defeats the purpose
of the Veterans’ Benefits Law, which is to provide prompt payment
and alleviate hardship.

Very truly yours,

CHARLES N. COLLATOS,
Commissioner.
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