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By Mr. Zoll of Salem, petition of Samuel E. Zoll for legislation to establish a
board of registration of dancing teachers and schools of dancing and requiring
certain persons to be licensed. Commerce and Labor.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Nine.

An Act establishing a board of registration of dancing

TEACHERS AND SCHOOLS OF DANCING AND REQUIRING CERTAIN
PERSONS TO BE LICENSED.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 13 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 63, as amended by chapter
3 604 of the acts of 1963, under the caption board of registra-

-4 TION OF DANCING TEACHERS AND SCHOOLS AND DANCING, the
5 following three sections:—
6 Section 6jf. There shall be a board of registration of
7 dancing teachers and schools of dancing in this section and in
8 sections sixty-five and sixty-six called the board, consisting of
9 five persons, residents of the commonwealth, at least three of

10 whom shall have been actively engaged in the business of
11 operating a dancing school or engaged in dancing instruction
12 as a full time occupation in the commonwealth for the five
13 years next preceding their appointments and is a member of
14 an association which belongs to the Council of Dance
15 Teachers Organizations Inc., and at least one member of
16 these three shall be actively engaged in teaching state art
17 dancing, and, except in cases of members originally appointed
18 to the board, shall be a licensed operator of a dancing school
19 or licensed teacher. One member of the board shall be a
20 member of the bar of the commonwealth, and the fifth

Cfic Commontuealtf) of agassadjusctts;
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member may be a member of the general public. The mem-
bers of said board shall be appointed by the governor. Upon
expiration of the term of a member thereof, his successor shall
be appointed in like manner for a term of three years.

21
9.9.

23
24

Section 65. The board shall meet in February in each year
at such time or place as it shall determine, and shall organize
by electing from its own members a chairman and a secre-
tary, who shall hold their respective offices for one year. The
secretary shall, before entering upon his duties, give to the
state treasurer a bond conditioned upon the faithful discharge
of his duties in such amount and with such surety as thJ
board may determine. The board shall hold regular meetings
in February, May, August and November and such addi-
tional meetings as it may determine, at such time and places
as may be agreed upon by its members.

25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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33
34
35

A quorum shall consist of three members. The board shall
appoint an administrator, who shall be a licensed operator of
a dancing school or teacher, and who shall continue to be so
licensed as long as he shall hold said office. He shall not be a
member of the board, shall not be subject to chapter thirty-
one, shall perform under the direct supervision of the board,
such duties as the board may from time to time designate,
and shall receive such salary as may be fixed in accordance
with the provisions of chapter thirty.

36
37
38
39
40
41
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44

Section 66. Each member of the board shall receive twenty-
five dollars for each day or portion thereof spent in the
performance of his official duties; provided, that the total
sum paid to any member thereof shall not exceed six hundred
dollars in any one year; and, in addition, all necessary
traveling and incidental expenses actually incurred by him in
connection with said duties. Such compensation and expenses
shall not be in excess of the annual receipts for examination
and licensing paid to the commonwealth by the board.

45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53

1 Section 2. Chapter 112 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding after section 88, as most recently
3 amended by chapter 410 of the acts of 1956, under the
4 caption registration of dancing teachers and schools of
5 dancing, the following 13 sections:
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Section 89. For the purpose of section eighty-nine to
section one hundred and one, inclusive, the following words
and phrases, unless the context otherwise requires, shall have
the following meanings:—

6
/

8
9

“Board”, the board of registration of dancing teachers and
schools of dancing.

10
11

“Dance school”, any school engaged in providing instruc-
tion in ballroom, social or stage art dancing.

12
13

“Operator” or “Owner”, any person, partnership, corpora-
tion, association, or other organization owning, managing, or
operating a dance school.

14
15
16

“Agent”, an operator or any person selling ballroom or
social or stage art dance instruction or courses.

17
18

“Instructor” or “teacher”, any person who holds himself out
to be qualified to teach ballroom or social or stage art dancing
and who receives a fee, salary, or other valuable consideration
for said services, and is at least twenty-one years ofage.

19
20
21
99

“Contract”, any obligation to pay for a course of ballroom
or social or stage art dance instruction, whether the contract
is evidenced by a verbal or written instrument, or both.

23
24
25

“Purchaser”, the individual purchasing or responsible to
pay for ballroom or social or stage art dance instruction from
a dance school.

26
27
28

“Student”, any person receiving ballroom or social or stage
art dance instruction from a dance school.

29
30

“Associate teacher”, any person who holds himself out to
be qualified to teach ballroom, social or stage art dancing and
who receives a fee, salary or other valuable consideration for
said services and is at least eighteen years of age, and is
employed by a teacher or operator or owner.

31
32
33
34
35

Section 90. The provisions of section eighty-nine to section
one hundred and one, inclusive, shall not apply to the
following:

36
37
38

(a) A public or tax-supported institution; or39
(b) A parochial, denominational, eleemosynary or non-

profit institution; or
40
41

(c) Where no pecuniary compensation is paid;42
( d) Non-resident instructors who give occasional demon-

strations for other professional teachers or dancers for a
43
44
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period not in excess of thirty hours in any period of twelve
consecutive months.

45
46

Section 91. Except as herein otherwise provided, no person
shall engage in operating a dancing school or teach ballroom,
social or stage arts dancing, directly or indirectly, unless he
has complied with all of the provisions of section eighty-nine
to section one hundred and one, inclusive, and has satisfac-
torily passed an examination prepared by the board to
determine his competence. The board shall conduct such
examinations at such times and places as it may deem
necessary and shall conduct at least two examinations in each
calendar year. In determining competence, the board shall
require proof that the applicant has the knowledge, practical
experience and skill necessary for the proper operation of a
dancing school or instruction in ballroom, social or stage art
dancing as the case may be, and shall require a practical
demonstration of the applicant’s skill. The board shall grant
a credit of five per cent to the examination standing of each
applicant who is a veteran. Every license issued by the board
shall expire on December thirty-one of the year after it is
issued and may be renewed within one year after expiration
without examintion, upon payment of renewal fee.

47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
35

56
57
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Section 92. Applications for licenses signed and sworn to by
the applicant, shall be made on forms furnished by the board
and shall be accompanied by the prescribed fee for examina-
tion and for issuance of a license; the fee for the license shall
be returned in the event the license is not issued. Each
applicant shall furnish evidence of good moral character. No
license shall be issued unless evidence of good moral char-
acter, as required by this section, is found.

67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74

No license shall be issued unless the application has been
on file with board at least ten days. An operator’s or teacher’s
license shall not be issued to any person under twenty-one
years of age, nor an associate teacher’s license to any person
under eighteen years of age. The board may issue an appren-
tice certificate to any qualified person over the age of
eighteen who teaches dancing less than five hours per week
during any period of twelve consecutive months, but such
certificate shall not be reneAved after five years from the date
of original issue. Each applicant for a license shall furnish

75
76
77

78
79
80
81
82
83
84



1969.] No. 805.HOUSE 5

*

4

evidence that he is a citizen of the United States or shall
present to the board a copy of his declaration of intention to
become a citizen of the United States, certified by a clerk of
the court in which it was filed, or a certificate from the
Immigration and Naturalization Service of the United States,
showing that, in accordance with the law, he has declared his
intention to become such citizen, and no license shall be
issued to an applicant wT ho fails to comply with these
provisions. Unless an applicant who is an alien and who is
licensed as an owner, teacher or associate teacher presents to
the board within five years following the filing of the copy of
certificate hereinbefore referred to, his completed naturaliza-
tion papers showing that he is a citizen of the United States,
his license shall be revoked.

85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98

Section 93. (1) Every licensee who contracts with a student
for instruction in ballroom, social or stage arts dancing, in
which the consideration to be paid by the student is in excess
of three hundred dollars shall furnish in addition to such
other information as may be required by the board, the
following information upon such forms as may be prescribed
by it:

99
100
101
102
103
104
105

(a) The name and principal address of the school.106
(6) The names and addresses of its principal officers,

partners or proprietors.
107
108

(c) The address of a branch or franchised school, if any,
and the name and address of the principal agents in charge of
such branch or franchised school.

109
no
11l

(d) A sworn affidavit by each instructor in the school
setting forth his age and professional qualifications to teach
dance, listing the name of the school or teachers with whom
he has studied and the approximate period of time of such
study; also, the names of professional dance groups with
whom he has worked, stating in what capacity and for what
period of time, and a certified copy of his birth certificate.

112
113
114
115
116
117
118

(e) The name, address and a brief statement of duties of
any agent of the licensee.

119
120

(/) A schedule of maximum rates or charges for each kind
of dance course, lesson or class.

121
122

(g) Current copies of all forms of contracts, promissory
notes or other written instruments used by the licensee.

123
124
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(2) At the time of filing its application, each licensee
herein shall post a bond on a form approved by the attorney
general in an amount of ten thousand dollars, conditioned
that he shall perform his contractual obligations with stu-
dents or purchasers of dance instructions in accordance with
the requirements of the board.

125
126
127
128
129
130

(3) The information provided by subsection (1) (d), (e),
(/) and (g) shall be amended by the licensee within thirty
days after a change occurs in regard to any of such informa-
tion, upon forms provided by the board and at no cost to the
school. Said information shall also be posted or available at
the dance school for inspection by any interested person,
student or purchaser.

131
132
133
134
135
136
137

Section 94- (1) Unless a contract in excess of three hundred
dollars made for the purpose of selling dance instruction
complies with the conditions set forth in this section, the
contract is void.

138
139
140
141

(2) The contract shall be in writing and contain the
following terms printed in bold face type.

142
143

(a) The total amount of the obligation the purchaser
undertakes.

144
145

(6) The total amount of hours of dance instruction to be
given by the licensee under the contract.

146
147

(c) The cost per hour of dance instruction, computed by
dividing the total amount of the obligation under contract by
the total number of hours of dance instruction to be given
under the contract.

148
149
150
151

(3) The total amount to be subtracted under paragraphs
(a) and (6) of subsection (3) shall not exceed the total
amount of the obligation as set out in paragraph (a) of
subsection (2).

152
153
154
155

(4) Any contract for dance instruction in excess of three
hundred dollars must be in writing and a copy of said
contract provided to the purchaser. No licensee shall directly
or indirectly induce the purchaser to execute a promissory
note to pay for dance instruction unless the licensee shall also
execute a written contract with the purchaser complying with
the terms of this section.

156
157
158
159
160
161
162

(5) No licensee shall sell, induce or permit any student or
purchaser to become obligated directly or contingently, or

163
164
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165 both, under more than one contract for dance courses or
166 lessons at the same time for the purpose of avoiding the
167 provisions of this section and the requirements herein con-
168 tained for contracts in excess of three hundred dollars.
169 (6) Any waiver by the buyer of any of the provisions of
170 this section shall be deemed contrary to public policy and
171 shall be void.
172 Section 95. If a purchaser shall be sued on account of a
173 promissory note executed for the purchase of dance instruc-
174 tion, by a third party who is a bona fide holder in due course
175 of said note, the purchaser shall have the right to join in such
176 action the dance school and its bonding company and may
177 place in evidence the written contract for dance lessons
178 together with evidence as to how much is further owed or
179 has been prepaid upon said contract. If a judgment be
180 entered against the purchaser on account of said promissory
181 note, said judgment may also require the licensee and the
182 bonding company to pay such amount of the judgment as the
183 evidence may show is owed the student under the terms of
184 the contract’s cancellation provisions, it being the purpose of
185 this section to provide that all matters between the holder of
186 the note, the purchaser, the licensee and the bonding corn-
187 pany may be resolved in one action.
188 Section 96. Any person operating a dance school shall keep
189 a certified copy of all dance instruction contracts on file for as
190 long as the contract is in effect and for a period of two years
191 thereafter.
192 Section 97. The following fees shall be payable in advance
193 to the board:
194 (a) For original examination for teacher’s and/or owner’s
195 or operator’s license, twenty-five dollars; for any subsequent
196 examination, fifteen dollar;
197 (b) For original or any subsequent examination for ass©'

198 ciate teacher’s license, ten dollars; for license, ten dollars; for
199 renewal, ten dollars.
200 (c) For teacher’s license, twenty-five dollars; for renewal
201 thereof, twenty-five dollars.
202 ( d ) For owner’s or operator’s license, twenty-five dollars;
203 for renewal thereof, twenty-five dollars; for license where
204 licensee makes charge in excess of three hundred dollars per
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contract, one hundred dollars; for renewal thereof, one hun-
dred dollars.

205
206

(e) For trainee certificate, one dollar.207
Each such license shall expire one year from the date of

issuance unless sooner revoked for cause by the board.
208
209

Section 98. The board may suspend or revoke the license of
any licensee on the grounds that he

210
211

(a) Has been convicted of any crime involving moral
turpitude;

212
213

(6) Has obtained or attempted to obtain a license by fraud
or material misrepresentation;

214
215

(c) Is guilty, in the judgment of the board, of unethical
practices including, but not in limitation thereof, false and
misleading advertising, fraud, illegal use of electronic devices,
unjustified refusal to honor the terms and conditions of any
contract, offer, certificate or award, lack of good faith in the
conduct of any contest, inducing prospective students to sign
uncompleted contracts or promissory notes, or use of mis-
leading or false representations to induce or coerce the
purchase of dancing instruction.

216
217
218
219
220
221
222

223
224

No license shall be suspended or revoked by the board
except after hearing and upon a written notice to the licensee
setting forth the complaint, mailed or delivered at least
fourteen days before the date of such hearing.

225
226
227
228

Section 99. Every promissory note evidencing indebtedness
under any contract for dance instructions shall contain a
reference on the face thereof that it is non-negotiable unless
prior to its negotiation the payee or any subsequent endorser
has given notice in writing to the maker at least thirty days
prior to the actual transfer thereof, of intention to transfer,
together with the name and address of the transferee. If said
note does not contain such a provision, or if the payee or
endorser does not in fact notify the maker as aforesaid, the
note shall be void.

229
230
231
232
233
234
235
236
237
238
239 Section 100. Whoever, without being duly licensed as

required by section ninety-one, engages in the business of
operating a dancing school or holds himself out as a teacher
or associate teacher of dancing, or whoever intentionally
makes a false statement of a material fact in his application
for a license, or whoever intentionally violates any of the

240
241
242
243
244
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245 provisions of sections ninety-one, ninety-three, ninety-four,
246 ninety-six or ninety-nine of chapter one hundred and twelve
247 of the General Laws shall be punished by a fine of not less
248 than twenty-five dollars nor more than five hundred dollars,
249 or by imprisonment for not less than thirty days nor more
250 than one year or both.
251 Section 101. Whenever it appears that any person is
252 conducting, maintaining or operating a dance school without
253 first obtaining a license as required by section ninety-one, an
254 appropriate action may be brought on behalf of the corn-
-255 monwealth by the district attorney of the county in which
256 such school is located to restrain the person from continuing
257 the conducting, maintaining or operating of said dance
258 school.

1 Section 3. In making the original appointments to the
2 board of registration of dancing teachers and schools of
3 dancing, established by section sixty-four of chapter thirteen
4 of the General Laws, inserted by section one of this act, the
5 governor shall appoint two members for terms of three years,
6 two members for terms of two years and one for a term of one
7 year, respectively, as he may designate.

1 Section 4. Notwithstanding the provisions of sections
2 eighty-nine to one hundred and one, inclusive, of chapter one
3 hundred and twelve of the General Laws, inserted by section
4 two of this act, any person who files an application for a
5 license as an owner or operator of a dancing school, or teacher
6 or associate teacher with the board of registration of dancing
7 teachers and schools of dancing at any time prior to June
8 thirtieth, nineteen hundred and sixty-six, on a form pre-
-9 scribed by said board, containing a written statement that he

10 is engaged in the business of operating or owning a dancing
11 school or the teaching of dancing in the commonwealth on
12 the date of said application and furnishes evidence that he is
13 and is found to be of good moral character and pays the
14 proper license fee as provided in section ninety-seven of
15 chapter one hundred and twelve of the General Laws shall,
16 without examination or compliance with any other provision
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17 of sections eighty-nine to one hundred and one, inclusive, be
18 granted and issued such license by the board. Any such
19 license shall expire one year from the date of issue.

1 Section 5. Section one hundred and eighty-five Hof
2 chapter one hundred and forty of the General Laws is hereby
3 repealed.
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