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By Mr. Chadwick of Winchester, petition of John T. Blanchard for indemni-
fication of unpaid civil defense volunteers for certain losses arising out of service
to a city or town other than during training or during a state of emergency.
Public Service.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Nine.

An Act indemnification of unpaid civil defense volunteers
FOR LOSS OF PROPERTY, PERSONAL INJURY OR DEATH ARISING OUT

OF SERVICE TO A CITY OR TOWN OTHER THAN TRAINING OR DURING
A STATE OF EMERGENCY.

and House of Representatives in
hy the authority of the same, as

Be it enacted hy the Senate
General Court assembled, and
follows:

1 Chapter 639 of the acts of 1950 is hereby amended by in-
-2 sorting after section 118 the following section:
3 Section 11C. Those persons as defined under the provisions
4 of paragraph two of section eleven A, of chapter six hundred
5 and thirty-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and fifty, who
6 shall without fault or neglect on his part sustain loss of or
7 damage to his property, or sustain personal injury, or loss of
8 life by reason of participation in the performance of duty in
9 the service of the city or town other than while participating

10 in training or during a state of emergency proclaimed by the
11 appropriate national, state or municipal authority, may be
12 indemnified by the city or town for such loss or damage as
13 provided by and not in excess of the provision of said para-
-14 graph two; provided, that said person, at the time of the
15 occurrence out of which said claim shall have originated, was
16 in good faith actually participating in the performance of
17 duty in the service of the city or town other than while par-
-18 ticipating in training or during a state of emergency: and
19 further provided that no indemnification or payment of any
20 kind shall be made by the city or town unless a claim therefor
21 in writing, on a form approved by the civil defense claims
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board, is filed in accordance with paragraph three of said sec
23 tion eleven A; of chapter six hundred and thirty-nine of the
21 acts of 1950; and, further provided, that the said civil de-
-25 fense claims board shall determine that said person is not
26 entitled to indemnification or payment of any kind under the
27 provisions of said section eleven A by reason that such loss
28 or injury is not occasioned by his participation in training
29 or performance of duty during a declared state of emergency.
30 Such person may then within thirty days of receipt of the
31 denial of his claim by the civil defense claims board apply in
32 writing for indemnification to the city or town manager or,
33 if there is none, the mayor or selectmen. The local authority
34 may then provide a hearing and in its absolute discretion
35 determine the validity of such claim. Payment of any such
36 claim shall be subject to a valid appropriation by vote of its
37 city council subject to the provisions of its charter or by a
38 town or district by vote of its inhabitants at any town meeting.
39 This act shall take full effect in a city upon its acceptance
40 by vote of the city council, subject to the provisions of its
41 charter, and in towns by vote at an annual town meeting,
42 but not otherwise.


