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By Messrs. Danovitch of Norwood and Linsky of Brookline, petition of Elliot

L. Richardson, Alan Paul Danovitch, Martin A. Linsky, Thomas Bussone,
William X. Wall and Robert S. Aronson for legislation to permit certain organiza-
tions to conduct raffles and bazaars. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Nine,

4
An Act permitting certain organizations to conduct raffles

AND BAZAARS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 271 of the General Laws is amended by inserting
2 after section 7 the following new section;
3 Section IA. As used in this section, the following words
4 shall have the following meaning:
5 “Raffle,” an arrangement for raising money by the sale of
6 tickets, certain among which, as determined by chance after
7 the sale, entitle the holders to prizes.
8 “Bazaar,” a place maintained by the sponsoring organiza-
9 tion for disposal of merchandise awards by means of chance.

10 Notwithstanding any other provisions of law, raffles and
11 bazaars may be promoted, operated and conducted under per-

-12 mits issued in accordance with the provisions of this section.
13 No raffle or bazaar shall be promoted, operated or con-
-14 ducted by any person or organization, unless the same is
15 sponsored and conducted exclusively by (a) a veteran’s organ-
-16 ization chartered by the Congress of the United States or in-
-17 eluded in clause (12) of section five of chapter forty of the

£lB General Laws; (b) a church or religious organization; (c)
19 a fraternal or fraternal benefit society; (d) an educational
20 or charitable organization; ( e ) a civic or service club or or-
-21 ganization; and (/) clubs or organizations organized and op-
-22 erated exclusively for pleasure, recreation and other non-
-23 profit purposes, no part of the net earnings of which inures
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24 to the benefit of any member or shareholder. Such oi’ganiza-
25 tion must have been organized and actively functioning as a
26 nonprofit organization in the commonwealth for a period of
27 not less than two years prior to its application for a permit.
28 The promotion and operation of the raffle or bazaar shall be
29 confined solely to the qualified members of the sponsoring
30 organization and no such member shall receive remuneration
31 in any form for time or effort devoted to the promotion or
32 operation of such raffle or bazaar. All funds derived from any
33 raffle or bazaar shall be used exclusively for the purposes _

34 stated in the application of the sponsoring organization. *

35 Any qualified organization desiring to conduct or operate
36 a raffle or bazaar within the commonwealth shall apply for a
37 permit to conduct raffles and bazaars from the clerk of the
38 city or town where the raffle will be drawn or the bazaar held.
39 The application form shall be approved by the commissioner
40 of public safety and shall include the name and address of
41 the applicant, the basis on which the applicant claims quali-
-42 fication under this section, the names of three officers or mem-
43 bers of the organization who shall be responsible for the oper-
-44 ation of the raffle or bazaar, and the uses to which the net pro-
-45 ceeds will be applied. A fee of ten dollars shall be paid to the
46 city or town clerk and shall be retained by the city or town
47 Upon receipt of such application, the clerk shall determine
48 whether it is in conformitv with this section. If the clerk sc

determines, he shall forward the application to the chief of
50 police of the city or town, who shall determine whether the
51 applicant is one qualified to operate raffles and bazaars under
52 this section. If the chief of police so determines, he shall en-

iorse the application and return it to the clerk, who shall
forthwith issue a permit, which shall be valid for one year

55 from date of issuance. The clerk shall retain a copy of the
56 application and shall send a copy to the commissioner of pub
57 lie safety.
58 If an application is not acted upon within thirty days afterW'

59 it is submitted, or if the organization is refused a permit.
60 any person named on the application may obtain judicial re
61 view of such refusal by filing within ten days of such refusal
62 or within ten days of the expiration of such thirty day period
63 a petition for review in the district court having jurisdiction
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64 in the city or town in which the applicant filed for such per-
-65 mit. A justice of said court, after a hearing, may direct that
66 a permit be issued the applicant if satisfied that were was
67 no reasonable ground for refusing such permit and that the
68 applicant was not prohibited by law from holding raffles or
69 bazaars.
70 The organization shall submit a report within thirty days
71 of the expiration of its permit on a form to be approved by the
72 commissioner of public saftey. Such form shall require infor-
-73 mation concerning the number of raffles and bazaars held, the
74 amount of money received, the expenses connected with the
75 raffle or bazaar, the names of the winners of prizes worth more
76 than twenty-five dollars, the net proceeds of the raffles and
77 bazaars, and the uses to which the net proceeds were applied.
78 Two copies of the report shall be filed with city or town clerk
79 that issued the permit. The clerk shall send one copy to the
80 commissioner of public safety. Failure to file this report shall
81 constitute sufficient grounds for refusal of a subsequent ap-
-82 plication for a permit to conduct raffles or bazaars.
83 Whoever violates the provisions of this section or submits
84 false information on an application or report required under
85 this section shall be punished by a fine of up to one thousand
86 dollars or by imprisonment in the house of correction for one
87 year, or both.
88 Nothing in this section shall authorize the promotion, oper-
-89 ation or conduct of any game of chance commonly known as
90 bingo, beano, or lotto.




