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of said members shall be persons who, because of their voca-
tions, employments, occupations or affiliations, can be classed

as employers; two shall be persons who, for like reasons, can
be classed as employees; and two shall be persons repre-

sentative of the public. The governor shall from time to

time designate as chairman one of the members who was
appointed as representative of the public. Of the members
originally appointed, one of each of the aforesaid groups shall

be chosen for a term of four years, and one of each group for

a term of six years; and thereafter as their terms expire the
governor shall, with like advice and consent, appoint mem-
bers for terms of six years. Vacancies shall be filled by ap-
pointment by the governor, with like advice and consent, for

the remainder of the unexpired term. All members shall

serve until the qualification of their respective successors.

Each of the members of the council shall receive the sum of

twenty-five dollars as compensation for each day's attend-
ance at meetings of the council; provided, that the total

amount paid hereunder to any such member shall not exceed
fifteen hundred dollars in any period of twelve months. The
council shall meet at least once a month, but not more than
sixty times a year. Members of the council shall receive

their traveling and other necessary expenses incurred in the
performance of their duties. The director shall provide for

the council suitable quarters and such clerical and other as-

sistance as the council may deem necessary. Said offices

and the incumbents thereof shall not be subject to chapter
thirty-one and the rules and regulations made thereunder.

Approved June 28, 19^7.

An Act authorizing cities and towns to borrow on (7/iai).611
ACCOUNT OF PUBLIC WELFARE AND VETERANS' BENEFITS.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend Emergency

to defeat its purpose, which in part is to make immediately
^'"^*'"

operative, in view of the existing financial emergency in

certain cities and towns, the provisions of this act authorizing
cities and towns to borrow certain sums during the current
year and the next succeeding year on account of expenses
for public welfare and for aid to veterans, therefore this act
is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for

the preservation of the pubhc convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Subject to the provisions of this act, any
city or town, by a two thirds vote as defined in section one
of chapter forty-four of the General Laws, and with the
approval of the mayor or selectmen and of the emergency
finance board estabhshed under section one of chapter forty-

nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-three, may
borrow in each of the years nineteen hundred and forty-

seven and nineteen hundred and forty-eight inside its limit

of indebtedness as prescribed by section ten of said chapter
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forty-four, for use only for meeting appropriations made or

to be made for public welfare, including in such term old

age assistance and aid to dependent children, and for vet-

erans' benefits to an amount not more than one half of one
per cent of the average of the assessors' valuation of its tax-

able property for the three preceding years, such valuation
to be reduced and otherwise determined as provided in said

section ten of said chapter forty-four, and may issue bonds
or notes therefor, which shall bear on their face the words
(name of city or town) Municipal Relief Loan, Act of 1947.

Each authorized issue shall constitute a separate loan, and
such loans shall be paid in not more than five years from
their dates, as said board shall fix, and, except as herein

provided, shall be subject to said chapter forty-four, exclu-

sive of the limitation contained in the first paragraph of

section seven thereof.

Loans may be issued hereunder in the year nineteen hun-
dred and forty-seven or nineteen hundred and forty-eight,

as the case may be, only by a city or town which in such
year has appropriated to be raised by taxation, or appropri-

ated from available funds for the purposes enumerated in

the preceding paragraph, an amount not less than the aggre-

gate of its expenditures made in the year preceding the year
of issue for old age assistance and aid to dependent children

to be met otherwise than from the proceeds of federal grants,

and of its expenditures made in said preceding year for veter-

ans' benefits, together with an amount equal to not less than
seventy-five per cent of its expenditures made in said pre-

ceding year for all public welfare purposes other than old

age assistance, aid to dependent children and veterans'

benefits, all as determined by the board.

If a loan under authority of this act has been approved
by said board during the year nineteen hundred and forty-

seven or nineteen hundred and forty-eight for a city or town,
the amount of any appropriation voted by such city or town
for said year for public welfare, including in such term old

age assistance, aid to dependent children and veterans'

benefits, shall not be reduced during the said year by appro-
priation, transfer or otherwise, except with the written ap-

proval of the board. Whenever used in this act the words
"veterans' benefits" shall include the forms of aid to vet-

erans now or formerly known as state aid, military aid, sol-

diers' relief, and soldiers' burials, or any words or phrases

connoting the same.
Section 2. The members of the board aforesaid, when

acting under this act, shall receive from the commonwealth
compensation to the same extent as provided for services

under chapter three hundred and sixty-six of the acts of

nineteen hundred and thirty-three, as amended, including

chapter seventy-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and
forty-five.

Section 3. A loan order voted in any city under author-

ity of this act shall be deemed to be an emergency order and
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as such may be passed in such manner as is provided for

emergency orders or ordinances in its charter, and shall be
in full force and effect immediately upon final favorable

action thereon by its city council or chief executive, as the

case may be, or upon the expiration of any period specified

by such charter for the approval or disapproval of such
orders by its chief executive in any case where he fails to

approve or disapprove such an order within such period,

notwithstanding any provision of general or special law or

ordinance to the contrary; provided, that in the city of

Boston such loan orders may be passed in the manner pro-

vided in its charter for loan orders for temporary loans in

anticipation of taxes.

Section 4. In any city a loan order under authority of

this act may be passed by vote of two thirds of all the mem-
bers of the city council, or of each branch thereof where
there are two branches, exclusive of those members who are

in the military or naval forces of the United States and are

not present at the meeting at which any such vote is taken

at the time of the vote, notwithstanding any provision of

law to the contrary. Approved June 28, 19Jf.7.

An Act relating to exemptions from taxation granted fhfj^ «1 o
DISABLED VETERANS AND THEIR WIVES OR WIDOWS. ^'

Whereas, One of the principal purposes of this act is to Emergency

enable veterans of World War II to avail themselves with- p''''""'^''''-

out delay of its provisions and its deferred operation would
defeat such purpose, therefore it is hereby declared to be an
emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of

the public convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Section 5 of chapter 59 of the General Laws g. l. (Ter.

is hereby amended by striking out clause. Twenty-second, as fti]'nmenc\l'd.

amended by chapter 579 of the acts of 1946, and inserting in

place thereof the following:—
Twenty-second, Real estate of the following classes of per- Exemption

sons who are legal residents of the commonwealth to the
o'"°™o*''er't*'""

amount of two thousand dollars in the case of each person ; If certain

provided, such real estate is occupied as a domicile by such
'"'^^^'''^^' ''*''

person; and provided, further, that only two thousand dol-

lars of the real estate of any veteran and his wife shall be
exempted; and provided, further, that the real estate of the
person so exempted or the combined real estate of a veteran
and his wife does not exceed eight thousand dollars, ex-

clusive of the value of the mortgage interest held by persons

other than the person to be exempted in such mortgaged
real estate as may be included in said real estate; but if,

said real estate being less than two thousand dollars, the sum
total thereof and of such mortgage interest exceeds two
thousand dollars, the amount so exempted shall be two
thousand dollars:


