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Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in place thereof the fol-

lowing:— Section 46. Said division may make rules and
^glfiaUonsfor

regulations, subject to the approval of the governor and application

council, providing for the application and administration of u" tion^r'^'

the classification and the specifications established under
IcatiolT.^"

section forty-five; and the salaries of all oflficers and em-
ployees holding offices and positions required to be classified

under said section, except those whose salaries are now or

shall be otherwise regulated by law and those whose salaries

are required by law to be fixed subject to the approval of

the governor and council, shall be fixed in accordance with

such classification and specifications. The word "salary"

or "salaries", as used in sections forty-five to fifty, inclusive,

shall include compensation, however payable.

Said rules and regulations shall contain provisions that

employees upon reaching the fifth, ninth, twelfth and fif-

teenth anniversaries of the date of their receiving the maxi-

mum salary fixed for the grade they hold shall be given a

step-rate increase equal to one half the annual increment

established for such grade, in recognition of their length of

service, but such increase shall not entitle said employees to

any change of rating or increased authority.

Section 2. Employees in offices and positions classified
pn^r^eases for

under sections forty-five to fifty, inclusive, of chapter thirty employees

of the General Laws, who on the effective date of this act shall ^ceived*'

have been receiving the maximum salary for the grade they
"^^^''^J^"™

hold for a period of five years or more, shall, on said effective certain period,

date, be given a step-rate increase over said maximum salary,

equal to fifty per cent of the annual increment established

for such grade if such period is five years or more but less

than nine years, equal to one hundred per cent of such annual

increment if such period is nine years or more but less than
twelve years, equal to one hundred and fifty per cent of such
annual increment if such period is twelve years or more but
less than fifteen years, and equal to two hundred per cent of

such annual increment if such period is fifteen years or more.

Section 3. This act shall take effect on July first in the Effective date.

current year. Approved June 28, 1947.

An Act relative to the regulation of rates for fire, C/iap.614
MARINE AND INLAND MARINE INSURANCE AND TO RATING
ORGANIZATIONS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The General Laws are hereby amended by g. l. (Ter.

inserting after chapter 174 the following chapter:— ?hiptMr74A.
added.

Chapter 174A.

Regulation of rates for fire, marine and inland
marine insurance, and rating organizations.

Section 1. This chapter shall be known and may be cited "T'*^^-

as the Fire, Marine and Inland Marine Rate Regulatory Law.
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Section 2. The purpose of this chapter is to promote the
public welfare by regulating insurance rates to the end that

they shall not be excessive, inadequate or unfairly dis-

criminatory, and to authorize and regulate co-operative

action among insurers in rate making and in other matters
within the scope of this chapter. Nothing in this chapter
is intended (1) to prohibit or discourage reasonable competi-
tion, or (2) to prohibit, or encourage, except to the extent

necessary to accomplish the aforementioned purpose, uni-

formity in insurance rates, rating systems, rating plans or

practices. This chapter shall be liberally interpreted to carry

into effect the provisions of this section.

Section 3. The following words, as used in this chapter,

unless the text otherwise requires or a different meaning is

specifically required, shall mean—
"Commissioner", the commissioner of insurance.

"Company", all corporations, associations, partnerships or

individuals engaged as principals in the business of insurance.

"Insurance Company" or "Insurer", the same meaning
as company.

Sectio7i 4- This chapter shall apply to risks located in this

commonwealth insured by insurance companies authorized

to transact business in this commonwealth under the first,

second or third clauses of section forty-seven of chapter one
hundred and seventy-five. Inland marine insurance shall be
deemed to include insurance now or hereafter defined by law,

or by interpretation thereof, or, if not so defined or inter-

preted, by ruling of the commissioner, or as established by
general custom of the business, as inland marine insurance.

This chapter shall not apply—
(a) To reinsurance, other than joint reinsurance to the

extent stated in section thirteen.

(b) To insurance of vessels or craft, their cargoes, marine
builders' risks, marine protection and indemnity, or other

risks commonly insured under marine, as distinguished from
inland marine, insurance policies.

(c) To insurance of hulls of aircraft, including their ac-

cessories and equipment, or against liability arising out of the

ownership, maintenance or use of aircraft.

(d) To motor vehicle insiu'ance, nor to insm-ance against

liability arising out of the ownership, maintenance or use of

motor vehicles.

If any kind of insurance, subdivision or combination

thereof, or type of coverage, subject to this chapter, is also

subject to regulation by another rate regulatory law of this

commonwealth, an insurer to which both laws are otherwise

applicable shall file with the commissioner a designation as

to which rate regulatory law shall be applicable to it with

respect to such kind of insurance, subdivision or combination

thereof, or type of coverage.

Section 6. (a) Rates shall be made in accordance with

the following provisions :
—

1. Manual, minimum, class rates, rating schedules or rat-
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ing plans, shall be made and adopted, except in the case of

specific inland marine rates on risks specially rated, and ex-

cept in the case of special rates on other than inland marine
risks where manual, minimum, class rates, rating schedules

or rating plans are not readily available.

2. Rates shall not be excessive, inadequate or unfairly

discriminatory.

3. Due consideration shall be given to past and prospec-

tive loss experience within and outside this commonwealth,
to the conflagration and catastrophe hazards, to a reason-

able margin for underwriting profit and contingencies, to

dividends, savings or unabsorbed premium deposits allowed
or returned by insurers to their pohcyholders, members or

subscribers, to past and prospective expenses both country-

wide and those specially applicable to this commonwealth,
and to all other relevant factors within and outside this

commonwealth; and in the case of fire insurance rates con-

sideration shall be given to the experience of the fire insur-

ance business during a period of not less than the most
recent five-year period for which such experience is available.

(6) Except to the extent necessary to meet the provisions

of subdivision 2 of subsection (a) of this section, uniformity
among insurers in any matters within the scope of this sec-

tion is neither required nor prohibited.

(c) Rates made in accordance with this section may be
used subject to this chapter.

(d) Nothing in this chapter shall abridge or restrict the
freedom of contract between insurers and agents or brokers

with respect to commissions or between insurers and their

employees with respect to compensation.
(e) Two or more insurers who by virtue of their business

associations in the United States represent themselves to

be or are customarily known as an "insurance company
group", or similar insurance trade designation, shall have
the right to make the same filings or to use the same rates

for each such insurer subject to subdivisions 1, 2 and 3 of

subsection (a) of this section; and nothing contained in this

chapter shall be construed to prohibit an agreement to make
the same filings or use the same rates and concerted action

in connection with such filings or rates by such insurers.

This subsection shall not apply to two or more insurers who
are not under the same common executive or general man-
agement or control and who act in concert in underwriting
groups or pools.

Section 6. (a) Every insurer shall file with the commis- Rates to be

sioner or his designated representative, except as to inland cimn^ssk)ner
marine risks which by general custom of the business are of insurance.

not written according to manual rates or rating plans, every
manual, minimum, class rate, rating schedule or rating plan,

every other rating rule, every special rate on other than in-

land marine risks as provided for in subdivision 1 of sub-
section (o) of section five, and every modification of any of

the foregoing which it proposes to use. Every such filing
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shall state the effective date thereof, which shall not be

prior to the fiUng date, and such filing shall indicate the

character and extent of the coverage contemplated. The
commissioner may require an insurer to furnish the informa-

tion upon which it supports a filing. Any filing may be
supported by (1) the experience or judgment of the insurer

or rating organization making the filing, (2) the experience

of other insurers or rating organizations, (3) any other

credible information, or (4) any other relevant factors. A
filing and supporting information shall be open to public

inspection after the filing becomes effective. Specific in-

land marine rates on risks specially rated, made by a rating

organization, shall be filed with the commissioner.

(6) An insurer may satisfy its obhgation to make such

fihngs by becoming a member of, or a subscriber to, a li-

censed rating organization which makes such filings, and
by authorizing the commissioner to accept such filings on

its behalf; provided, that nothing contained in this chapter

shall be construed as requiring any insurer to become a

member of or a subscriber to any rating organization.

(c) Under such rules and regulations as he shall adopt the

commissioner may, by written order, suspend or modify the

requirement of filing as to any kind of insurance, subdivision

or combination thereof, or as to classes of risks, the rates for

which cannot practicably be filed before they are used. Such
orders, rules and regulations shall be made known to in-

surers and rating organizations affected thereby. The com-
missioner may make such examination as he may deem ad-

visable to ascertain whether any rates affected by such

order meet the standards set forth in subdivision 2 of sub-

section (a) of section five.

(d) Upon the written application of the insured, stating

his reasons therefor, filed with and approved by the commis-
sioner, a rate in excess of that provided by a filing otherwise

applicable may be used on any specific risk.

(e) Beginning ninety days after the effective date of this

chapter no insurer shall make or issue a contract or policy

except in accordance with the filings which are in effect for

said insurer as provided in this chapter or in accordance with

subsections (c) or (d) of this section. This subsection shall

not apply to contracts or policies for inland marine risks as

to which filings are not required.

Section 7. (a) If at any time the commissioner finds that

a filing does not meet the requirements of this chapter, he

shall, after a hearing held upon not less than ten days'

written notice, specifying the matters to be considered at

such hearing, to every insurer and rating organization which

made such filing, issue an order specifying in what respects

he finds that such filing fails to meet the requirements of this

chapter, and stating when, within a reasonable period there-

after, such filing shall be deemed no longer effective. Copies

of said order shall be sent to every such insurer and rating

organization.
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(6) Any person or organization aggrieved with respect to Person, etc.,

any filing which is in effect may make written application may'make

to the commissioner for a hearing thereon; provided, that
^a'tiWor''''''"

the insurer or rating organization that made the filing shall hearing,

not be authorized to proceed under this subsection. Such
application shall specify the grounds to be relied upon by
the applicant. If the commissioner shall find that the appli-

cation is made in good faith, that the applicant would be so

aggrieved if his grounds are established, and that such
grounds otherwise justify holding such a hearing, he shall,

within thirty days after receipt of such application, hold a
hearing upon not less than ten days' written notice to the

applicant and to every insurer and rating organization which
made such fihng.

If, after such hearing, the commissioner finds that the
filing does not meet the requirements of this chapter, he shall

issue an order specifying in what respects he finds that such
filing fails to meet the requirements of this chapter, and
stating when, within a reasonable period thereafter, such
filing shall be deemed no longer effective. Copies of said

order shall be sent to the applicant and to every such insurer

and rating organization.

Section 8. (a) A corporation, an unincorporated associa- Application

tion, a partnership or an individual, whether located within
r^tin*"^"^

**

or outside this commonwealth, may make application to the organization,

commissioner for license as a rating organization for such
kinds of insurance, or subdivision or class of risk or a part

or combination thereof as are specified in its application and
shall file therewith (1) a copy of its constitution, its articles

of agreement or association or its certificate of incorpora-
tion, and of its by-laws, rules and regiilations governing the
conduct of its business, (2) a list of its members and sub-
scribers, (3) the name and address of a resident of this

commonwealth upon whom notices or orders of the com-
missioner or process affecting such rating organization may
be served and (4) a statement of its qualifications as a rating

organization. If the commissioner finds that the applicant
is competent, trustworthy and otherwise qualified to act as a
rating organization and that its constitution, articles of

agreement or association or certificate of incorporation, and
its by-laws, rules and regulations governing the conduct of

its business conform to the requirements of law, he shall issue

a license specifying the kinds of insurance, or subdivision or
class of risk or part or combination thereof for which the
applicant is authorized to act as a rating organization. Every
such application shall be granted or denied in whole or in

part by the commissioner within sixty days of the date of its

filing with him. Licenses issued pursuant to this section shall

remain in effect for three years unless sooner suspended or
revoked by the commissioner. The fee for said license shall ^*''-

be twenty-five dollars. Licenses issued pursuant to this sec-

tion may be suspended or revoked by the commissioner, after

hearing upon due notice, in the event the rating organization
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ceases to meet the requirements of this subsection. Every
rating organization shall notify the commissioner promptly
of every change in (1) its constitution, its articles of agree-

ment or association, or its certificate of incorporation, and
its by-laws, rules and regulations governing the conduct of

its business, (2) its list of members and subscribers and (3)

the name and address of the resident of this commonwealth
designated by it upon whom notices or orders of the com-
missioner or process affecting such rating organization may
be served.

(b) Subject to rules and regulations which have been ap-

proved by the commissioner as reasonable, each rating or-

ganization shall permit any insurer qualifying thereunder,

not a member, to be a subscriber to its rating services for

any kind of insurance, subdivision, or class of risk or a part

or combination thereof for which it is authorized to act as a
rating organization. Notice of proposed changes in such
rules and regulations shall be given to subscribers. Each
rating organization shall furnish its rating services without
discrimination to its members and subscribers. The rea-

sonableness of any rule or regulation in its application to sub-

scribers, or the refusal of any rating organization to admit a

qualified insurer as a subscriber, shall, at the request of any
subscriber or any such insurer, be reviewed by the commis-
sioner at a hearing held upon at least ten days' written notice

to such rating organization and to such subscriber or insurer.

If the commissioner finds that such rule or regulation is un-

reasonable in its application to subscribers, he shall order

that such rule or regulation shall not be applicable to sub-

scribers. If the rating organization fails to grant or reject

a qualified insurer's application for subscribership within

thirty days after it was made, such insurer may request a
review by the commissioner as if the application had been

rejected. If the commissioner finds that such insurer has been
refused admittance to the rating organization as a sub-

scriber without justification, he shall order the rating or-

ganization to admit such insurer as a subscriber. If he finds

that the action of the rating organization was justified, he

shall make an order affirming its action.

(c) No rating organization shall adopt any rule the effect

of which would be to prohibit or regulate the payment of

dividends, savings or unabsorbed premium deposits allowed

or returned by insurers to their policyholders, members or

subscribers.

(d) Co-operation among rating organizations or among
rating organizations and insurers in rate making or in other

matters within the scope of this chapter is hereby author-

ized, provided the filings resulting from such co-operation

are subject to all the provisions of this chapter which are

applicable to fihngs generally. The commissioner may re-

view such co-operative activities and practices and if, after

due notice and a hearing, he finds that any such activity

or practice is unfair or unreasonable or otherwise incon-
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sistent with this chapter, he may issue a written order

specifying in what respects such activity or practice is unfair

or unreasonable or otherwise inconsistent with the provi-

sions of this chapter, and requiring the discontinuance of

such activity or practice.

(e) Any rating organization may provide for the exami-
nation of poHcies, daily reports, binders, renewal certifi-

cates, endorsements or other evidences of insurance, or the
cancellation thereof, and may make reasonable rules gov-
erning their submission. Such rules shall contain a provi-

sion that in the event any insurer does not within sixty

days furnish satisfactory evidence to the rating organiza-

tion of the correction of any error or omission previously
called to its attention by the rating organization, it shall

be the duty of the rating organization to notify the com-
missioner thereof. All information so submitted for exami-
nation shall be confidential.

(/) Any rating organization may subscribe for or pur-
chase actuarial, technical or other services, and such serv-

ices shall be available to all members and subscribers with-
out discrimination.

(g) A rating organization may restrict its membership or

subscribership if the commissioner deems it to be in the
public interest.

Section 9. Every member of or subscriber to a rating Filings of
- -- - _ - _ ratinK

organizatii
to bind

make written application to the commissioner for permis- subscribers.

sion to file a deviation from the class rates, schedules, rating

plans or rules respecting any kind of insurance, or class of

risk within a kind of insurance, or combination thereof.

Such application shall specify the basis for the modifica-
tion and a copy thereof shall also be sent simultaneously to
such rating organization. The commissioner shall set a
time and place for a hearing at which the insurer and such
rating organization may be heard and shall give them not
less than ten days' written notice thereof. In the event the
commissioner is advised by the rating organization that it

does not desire a hearing he may, upon the consent of the
applicant, waive such hearing. In considering the applica-
tion for permission to file such deviation the commissioner
shall give consideration to the available statistics and the
principles for rate making as provided in section five. The
commissioner shall issue an order permitting the deviation
for such insurer to be filed if he finds it to be justified and
it shall thereupon become effective. He shall issue an
order denying such application if he finds that the resulting
premiums would be excessive, inadequate or unfairly dis-

criminatory. Each deviation permitted to be filed shall be
effective for a period of one year from the date of such
permission unless terminated sooner with the approval of
the commissioner.

Section 10. Any member of or subscriber to a rating Appeal by
member or
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organization may appeal to the commissioner from the
action or decision of such rating organization in approving
or rejecting any proposed change in or addition to the fil-

ings of such rating organization and the commissioner shall,

after a hearing held upon not less than ten days' written

notice to the appellant and to such rating organization,

issue an order approving the action or decision of such rat-

ing organization or directing it to give further consideration

to such proposal, or, if such appeal is from the action or

decision of the rating organization in rejecting a proposed
addition to its filings, he may, in the event he finds that

such action or decision was unreasonable, issue an order

directing the rating organization to make an addition to its

filings, on behalf of its members and subscribers, in a man-
ner consistent with his findings, within a reasonable time
after the issuance of such order.

Section 11. Every rating organization and every insurer

which makes its own rates shall, within a reasonable time
after receiving written request therefor and upon payment
of such reasonable charge as it may make, furnish to any
insured affected by a rate made by it, or to the authorized

representative of such insured, all pertinent information as

to such rate. Every rating organization and every insurer

which makes its own rates shall provide within this com-
monwealth reasonable means whereby any person aggrieved

by the application of its rating system may be heard, in

person or by his authorized representative, on his written

request to review the manner in which such rating system
has been applied in connection with the insurance afforded

him. If the rating organization or insurer fails to grant or

reject such request within thirty days after it is made, the

applicant may proceed in the same manner as if his appli-

cation had been rejected. Any party affected by the action

of such rating organization or such insurer on such request

may, within thirty days after written notice of such action,

appeal to the commissioner, who, after a hearing held upon
not less than ten days' written notice to the appellant and
to such rating organization or insurer, may affirm or reverse

such action.

Section 12. (a) Every group, association or other organ-

ization of insurers, whether located within or outside this

commonwealth, which assists insurers which make their

own filings or rating organizations in rate making, by the

collection and furnishing of loss or expense statistics, or by
the submission of recommendations, but which does not

make fifings under this chapter, shall be known as an ad-

visory organization.

(6) Every advisory organization shall file with the com-
missioner (1) a copy of its constitution, its articles of agree-

ment or association or its certificate of incorporation and of

its by-laws, rules and regulations governing its activities,

(2) a list of its members, (3) the name and address of a resi-

dent of this commonwealth upon whom notices or orders of
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the commissioner or process issued at his direction may be

served, and (4) an agreement that the commissioner may
examine such advisory organization in accordance with sec-

tion fourteen.

(c) If, after a hearing, the commissioner finds that the

furnishing of such information or assistance involves any
act or practice which is unfair or unreasonable or otherwise

inconsistent with any provision or provisions of this chap-

ter, he may issue a written order specifying in what respects

such act or practice is unfair or unreasonable or otherwise

inconsistent with such provision or provisions, and requiring

the discontinuance of such act or practice.

(d) No insurer which makes its own filings, and no rating

organization, shall support its filings by statistics or adopt

rate making recommendations, furnished to it by an ad-

visory organization which has not complied with this section

or with an order of the commissioner involving such statistics

or recommendations issued under subsection (c) of this sec-

tion. If the commissioner finds such insurer or rating or-

ganization to be in violation of this subsection he may issue

an order requiring the discontinuance of such violation.

Section IS. (a) Every group, association or other organ- joint

ization of insurers which engages in joint underwriting or
reg'Jfiated!'^

joint reinsurance, shall be subject to regulation with respect

thereto as herein provided, subject, however, with respect

to joint underwriting, to all other provisions of this chapter

and, with respect to joint reinsurance, to sections fourteen

and si.xteen to eighteen, inclusive.

(6) If, after due notice and a hearing, the commissioner
finds that any activity or practice of any such group, associa-

tion or other organization is unfair or unreasonable or other-

wise inconsistent with any provision or provisions of this

chapter, he may issue a written order specifying in what re-

spects such activity or practice is unfair or unreasonable or

otherwise inconsistent with such provision or provisions,

and requiring the discontinuance of such activity or prac-

tice.

Section 11^. The commissioner shall, at least once in five Examination

years, make or cause to be made an examination of each
°^t^ng°'''^^

°^

rating organization licensed in this commonwealth as pro- organizations

vided in section eight and he may, as often as he may deem it
^'^'^'° ^^^ ^'

expedient, make or cause to be made an examination of each
advisory organization referred to in section twelve and of

each group, association or other organization referred to in

section thirteen. The reasonable costs of any such examina-
tion shall be paid by the rating organization, advisory or-

ganization, or group, association or other organization ex-

amined, upon presentation to it of a detailed account of such
costs. The officers, manager, agents and employees of such
rating organization, advisory organization, or group, asso-

ciation or other organization may be examined at any time
under oath and shall exhibit all books, records, accounts,
documents, or agreements governing its method of operation.
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In lieu of any such examination the commissioner may ac-

cept the report of an examination made by the insurance
supervisory official of another state, pursuant to the laws of

such state.

Section 15. (a) The commissioner shall promulgate rea-

sonable rules and statistical plans, reasonably adapted to

each of the rating systems on file with him, which may be
modified from time to time and which shall be used there-

after by each insurer in the recording and reporting of its

loss and countrywide expense experience in order that the

experience of all insurers may be made available at least

annually in such form and detail as may be necessary to

aid him in determining whether rating systems comply
with the standards set forth in section five. Such rules and
plans may also provide for the recording and reporting of

expense experience items which are specially applicable to

this commonwealth and are not susceptible of determina-
tion by a prorating of countrywide expense experience. In

promulgating such rules and plans, the commissioner shall

give due consideration to the rating systems on file with

him and, in order that such rules and plans may be as uni-

form as is practicable among the several states, to the rules

and to the form of the plans used for such rating systems in

other states. No insurer shall be required to record or re-

port its loss experience on a classification basis that is in-

consistent with the rating system filed by it. The commis-
sioner may designate one or more rating organizations or

other agencies to assist him in gathering such experience

and making compilations thereof, and such compilations

shall be made available, subject to reasonable rules pro-

mulgated by the commissioner, to insurers and rating organ-

izations.

ih) Reasonable rules and plans may be promulgated by
the commissioner for the interchange of data necessary for

the application of rating plans.

(c) In order to further uniform administration of rate

regulatory laws, the commissioner and every insurer and
rating organization may exchange information and experi-

ence data with insurance supervisory officials, insurers and
rating organizations in other states and may consult and
co-operate with them with respect to rate making and the

application of rating systems.

{d) The commissioner may make reasonable rules and
regulations necessary to effect the purposes of this chapter.

Section 16. No person or organization shall wilfully with-

hold information from, or knowingly give false or mislead-

ing information to, the commissioner, any statistical agency

designated by the commissioner, any rating organization,

or any insurer, which will affect the rates or premiums
chargeable under this chapter.

Section 17. Any person or organization wilfully violat-

ing any provision of this chapter shall be punished by a fine

of not more than five hundred dollars for each such violation.
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Such penalty may be in addition to any other penalty pro-

vided by law.

The commissioner may suspend the license of any rating

organization or insurer which fails to comply with an order

of the commissioner within the time limited by such order,

or any extension thereof which the commissioner may grant.

The commissioner shall not suspend the license of any rat-

ing organization or insurer for failure to comply with an

order until the time prescribed for an appeal therefrom has

expired or, if an appeal has been taken, until such order

has been affirmed. The commissioner may determine when
a suspension of license shall become effective and it shall

remain in effect for the period fixed by him, unless he modi-

fies or rescinds such suspension, or until the order upon
which such suspension is based is modified, rescinded or

reversed.

No license shall be suspended or revoked except upon a

written order of the commissioner, stating his findings, made
after a hearing held upon not less than ten days' written

notice to such person or organization specifying the alleged

violation.

Section 18. (a) Any insurer or rating organization ag- insurer or

grieved by any order or decision of the commissioner made
nation ?f"^*°'"

without a hearing, may, within thirty days after notice of aggrieved may

the order to the insurer or organization, make written re- "^'^ eanng.

quest to the commissioner for a hearing thereon. The com-
missioner shall hear such party or parties within thirty days
after receipt of such request and shall give not less than

fifteen days' written notice of the time and place of the

hearing. Within thirty days after such hearing the com-
missioner shall affirm, reverse or modify his previous action,

specifying his reasons therefor. Pending such hearing and
decision thereon the commissioner may suspend or post-

pone the effective date of his previous action.

(6) Nothing contained in this chapter shall require the

observance at any hearing held under authority thereof of

formal rules of pleading or evidence.

(c) Any order or decision of the commissioner under au- Review by

thority of this chapter shall be subject to review, which shall
<'°"''*-

be on the basis of the record of the proceedings before the

commissioner and shall not be hmited to questions of law,

by appeal to the supreme judicial court at the instance of

any party in interest.

The court shall determine whether the filing of the appeal
shall operate as a stay of any such order or decision of the
commissioner. The court may, in disposing of the issue

before it, modify, affirm or reverse the order or decision of

the commissioner in whole or in part.

Section 19. If any section, subsection, subdivision, para- invalidity of

graph, sentence or clause of this chapter is held invalid or e"Z/not'°°'

unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the remain-
Jgi^ffnder

ing portions thereof.

Section 2. Section one hundred and four of chapter one g. l. (Ter.
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repealed
hiuidred and seventy-five of the General Laws is hereby re-

pealed. All laws or parts of laws inconsistent with any pro-

vision of this act are hereby repealed.

dftt""*'^^
Section 3. This act shall take effect October first, nine-

teen hundred and forty-seven. Approved June 28, WJ^?.

Chap.615 An Act authorizing increases of the amounts of pen-
sions PAYABLE TO CERTAIN FORMER PUBLIC EMPLOYEES
WHO HAVE BEEN RETIRED AND TO BENEFICIARIES OF CER-
TAIN RETIRED PUBLIC EMPLOYEES.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The amount of the pension, or of the re-

tirement allowance, of any former employee or of any bene-

ficiary of a deceased employee of the commonwealth or of

any county, city, town or district thereof, including teach-

ers, who was retired, prior to January first, nineteen hundred
and forty-six, under any provision of general or special law
may be increased by an amount not exceeding twenty per

cent thereof, such increase to be computed on that portion

of his retirement allowance which was not obtained by special

purchase of an additional annuity under paragraph (g) of

subdivision (1) of section twenty-two of chapter thirty-two

of the General Laws; provided, that such increase shall not

be made in the case of a pension or of a retirement allowance

which is in excess of twelve hundred dollars in amount; and
provided, further, that no pension or retirement allowance

shall be increased hereunder by an amount that will make
the same exceed twelve hundred dollars annually; and pro-

vided, further, that the provisions of this act shall not apply
in the case of any person whose pension or retirement allow-

ance is increased under the provisions of any other general

or special law of nineteen hundred and forty-six or of the

current year, except that for any person who received an in-

crease under chapter five hundred and fifty-nine of the acts

of nineteen hundred and forty-six the limitation of twelve

hundred dollars shall apply from and after the effective date

of this act, and except that any person who received an in-

crease in retirement allowance of less than twenty per cent

under the provisions of chapter four hundred and eighteen

of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-six shall receive in

lieu thereof, from and after the effective date of this act, the

benefits herein provided.

Section 2. This act shall not take effect in any county,

city, town or district until accepted, in a county by the county
commissioners thereof, in a city by a two thirds vote of the

city council, with the approval of the mayor or city manager,
in a town by a two thirds vote at a town meeting, and in a

district by its prudential committee.
Section 3. The increase granted by this act shall date

from September first, nineteen hundred and forty-seven in

the case of persons retired under the teachers' retirement


